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Appendix 1
Biography of Michael W. Punke

Michael W. Punke is an American writer, novelist, professor, policy analyst, policy
consultant, lawyer, and former United States Trade Representative and US Ambassador to the
World Trade Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. He is currently the Vice President of Public
Policy for Amazon Web Services. He is best known for writing The Revenant: A Novel of Revenge
(2002), which was adapted into a film as The Revenant (2015), directed by Alejandro Gonzéalez
Ifidrritu, with a screenplay by Ifarritu and Mark L. Smith, and starring Leonardo DiCaprio and
Tom Hardy.

Punke wrote the novel while on a plane, after reading a few lines in a history book about
the real-life American frontier fur trapper Hugh Glass. Punke was also working at the law firm
Mayer Brown at the time he started the book (1997). The book took a total of four years to complete
and according to his brother Tim, Punke actually caught pneumonia at least four times during the
writing process. Punke also did extensive research on Glass, including setting up and testing actual
hunting traps.

Source: Sirojuddin, M. Usman. 2021. ANALYSIS OF PLOT IN PUNKE’S “THE
REVENANT”. Surabaya: University of Tujuh Belas Agustus.



Appendix 2
Synopsis of “The Revenant”

The novel the Revenant was first published on June 10, 2002, it received critical acclaim
and became a bestseller. The novel's story was later adapted into the 2015 film of the same name,
directed by Alejandro G. Ifarritu and starring Leonardo DiCaprio. The Revenant marked
DiCaprio's first Academy Award win for best actor, and also won Oscars for director and
cinematography. This novel is set in 18th century American history where the main actor, Hugh
Glass (DiCaprio), is forced to survive and find his way back to civilization after he experiences a
terrible bear attack. Despite being injured, the feather trapper travels through the harsh and snowy
terrain to track down the former team member who betrayed him. Real biography Hugh Glass is
an American border guard and fur trapper who survives a bear attack and then travels hundreds of
miles alone to safety. Little is known about Glass's life before 1823 when she signed up for a fur
trading expedition supported by William Henry Ashley. The group departed from St. Louis in
March. A few months later, they are attacked by Native Americans, and Glass is lightly injured.
In August, he was conducting reconnaissance near current Lemmon, South Dakota when he was
attacked by a bear. Although the animal was Killed according to some accounts, by Glass herself
the incident left her seriously injured. He reportedly suffered a broken leg, a torn scalp, a stabbed
throat, and multiple injuries. Believing he was seriously injured, the expedition leaders left two
people, John Fitzgerald and Jim Bridger, to stay with Glass until he died. However, a few days
later, Fitzgerald and Bridger decided to rejoin their group. They placed Glass in a shallow grave
and left with his guns. It wasn't long before Glass regained enough strength to embark on the
arduous journey to Fort Kiowa, near present-day Chamberlain, South Dakota. Over the next two
months, he traveled about 200-300 miles (322483 km). The details of his ordeal then take on

legendary proportions, making it difficult to sort fact from fiction. After recuperating at Fort



Kiowa, Glass sets out to kill Bridger and Fitzgerald for abandoning him. During her journey to
find the two men, Glass was reportedly attacked by Native Americans. After finding Bridger, Glass
forgave her, as she was 19 years old at the time of the incident. Different accounts about Fitzgerald.
Some say that Fitzgerald has joined the army and is thus safe from any retaliation by Glass.
However, other sources claim that Glass found Fitzgerald and also forgave him. His legend lives
on through articles and books as well as several films, including The Revenant (2015), in which

Leonardo DiCaprio starred as Glass.

Source: Sirojuddin, M. Usman. 2021. ANALYSIS OF PLOT IN PUNKE’S “THE
REVENANT”. Surabaya: University of Tujuh Belas Agustus.



