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APPENDIX 
 

 
A.       Summary of The Grapes of Wrath 

 
The narrative begins just after Tom Joad is paroled from McAlester prison, 

where he had been incarcerated after being convicted of homicide in self -defense. 

While hitchhiking  to  his home near Sallisaw,  Oklahoma,  Tom  meets former 

preacher Jim Casy, whom he remembers from his childhood, and the two travel 

together. Arriving at Tom's childhood farm home, they find it deserted. 

Disconcerted and confused, Tom and Casy meet an old neighbor, Muley Graves, 

who says the family is at Uncle John Joad's home nearby. Graves says the banks 

have evicted all the farmers. They have moved away, but Muley refuses to leave 

the area. 

The next morning,  Tom and  Casy go to Uncle John's. Tom's family  is 

 
loading their remaining possessions into a Hudson sedan converted into a truck, 

with the crops destroyed by the Dusk Bowl, the family has defaulted on their bank 

loans and their farm has been repossessed. The family sees no option but to seek 

work in California, which has been described in handbills as fruitful and offering 

high pay. The Joad’s put everything they have into making the journey. Although 

leaving Oklahoma violates his parole, Tom takes the risk, and invites Casy to join 

the family. 

Traveling west on Route 66, the Joad’s find the road crowded with other 

migrants. In makeshift camps, they hear many stories from others, some returning 

from California. The group worries that California may not be as rewarding as 

suggested. The family dwindles on the way: Grampa dies and they bury him in a



 
 

 

field, Granma dies close to the California state line, and both Noah (the eldest 

Joad son) and Connie Rivers (the husband of the pregnant Joad daughter, Rose of 

Sharon) leave the family. Led  by Ma, the remaining members continue on, as 

nothing is left for them in Oklahoma. 

Reaching California, they find the state oversupplied with labor, wages are 

 
low,  and  workers are exploited  to  the point  of  starvation.  The big  corporate 

farmers are in collusion and  smaller farmers suffer from collapsing prices. All 

police and state law enforcement authorities are allied with the growers. At the 

first migrant Hooverville camp the Joads stop at, Casy knocks down a deputy 

sheriff who is about to shoot a fleeing worker for alerting others that the labor 

recruiter,  travelling  with  the officer,  will not  pay  the wages he is promising. 

Weedpatch Camp, one of the clean, utility-supplied camps operated by the 

Resettlement Administration, a New Deal agency, offers better conditions but 

does not have enough resources to care for all the needy families, and it does not 

provide work or food. Nonetheless, as a Federal facility, the camp protects the 

migrants from harassment by local deputies. 

In response to the exploitation, Casy becomes a labor organizer and tries to 

recruit for a labor union. The Joads find work as strikebreakers in a peach orchard. 

After picking for most of the day, they are only paid enough to buy food for that 

night's supper and some for the next day. The next morning the peach plantation 

announces that the pay rate for the picked fruit has been reduced by half. Casy is 

involved in a strike that turns violent. When Tom witnesses Casy's fatal beating, 

he kills the attacker and takes flight. The Joads quietly leave the orchard to work



 
 

 

at a cotton farm where Tom risks being arrested, and possibly lynched, for the 

homicide. 

Knowing  he must  leave to avoid  capture and  protect  his family  being 

blacklisted from working, Tom bids his mother farewell. He vows to work for the 

oppressed. The family continues to pick cotton and pool their daily wages to buy 

food. Rose of Sharon's baby is stillborn. Ma Joad remains steadfast and forces the 

family through the bereavement. With the winter rains, the Joads' dwelling is 

flooded and the car disabled, and they move to higher ground. In the final chapter 

of the book, the family takes shelter from the flood in an old barn. Inside they find 

a young boy and his father, who is dying of starvation. Ma realizes there is only one 

way to save the man. She looks at Rose of Sharon and a silent understanding passes 

between them. Rose of Sharon, left alone with the man, goes to him and has him 

drink her breast milk. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grapes_of_Wrath) 

B.  Biography of John Ernst Steinbeck 
 

 
John Steinbeck was a Nobel and Pulitzer Prize-winning American novelist 

and the author of Of Mice and Men, The Grapes of Wrath and  East of Eden. 

Steinbeck  dropped  out  of  college  and  worked  as  a  manual  laborer  before 

achieving success as a writer. His works often dealt with social and  economic 

issues. His 1939 novel, The Grapes of Wrath, about the migration of a family 

from the Oklahoma Dusk Bowl to California, won a Pulitzer Prize and a National 

Book Award. Steinbeck served as a war correspondent during World War II, and 

he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962.



 
 

 

John Ernst Steinbeck Jr. was born on February 27, 1902, in Salinas, 

California. Steinbeck was raised with modest means. His father, John Ernst 

Steinbeck,  tried  his hand at several different  jobs to keep  his family  fed: He 

owned a feed-and-grain store, managed a flour plant and served as treasurer of 

Monterey County. His mother, Olive Hamilton Steinbeck, was a former 

schoolteacher. 

 

For the most part, Steinbeck — who grew up with three sisters — had a 

happy childhood. He was shy but smart. He formed an early appreciation for the 

land and in particular California's Salinas Valley, which would greatly inform his 

later writing. According to accounts, Steinbeck decided to become a writer at the 

age of 14, often locking himself in his bedroom to write poems and stories. 

 

In 1919, Steinbeck enrolled at Stanford University — a decision that had 

more to do with pleasing his parents than anything else — but the budding writer 

would prove to have little use for college. 

 

Over the next six years, Steinbeck drifted in and out of school, eventually 

dropping out for good in 1925, without a degree. 

 

Following Stanford, Steinbeck tried to make a go of it as a freelance writer. 

He briefly moved  to New York City, where he found  work as a construction 

worker and a newspaper reporter, but then returned to California, where he took a 

job as a caretaker in Lake Tahoe and began his writing career.



 
 

 

Steinbeck wrote 31 books over the course of his career. His most well- 

known novels include Of Mice and Men (1937), Grapes of Wrath (1939) and East 

of Eden (1952). 

 

'Of Mice and Men' (1937) 
 

 
Two poor migrant workers, George and Lennie, are working for the 

American dream in California during the Great Depression. Lennie, who has a 

mild mental disability, is steadfastly faithful to his friend George, but he has a 

habit of getting into trouble. Their goal: to own an acre of land and a shack. After 

they both secure jobs working the fields of the Salinas Valley — Steinbeck’s own 

hometown — their dream seems more attainable than ever. However, Lennie’s 

inclinations eventually get him into trouble again, spiraling to a tragic conclusion for 

both men. The book was later transformed into a Broadway play and three movies. 

 

'The Grapes of Wrath' (1939) 
 

 
Widely considered Steinbeck's finest and most ambitious novel, this book 

tells the story of a dispossessed Oklahoma family and their struggle to carve out a 

new life in California at the height of the Great Depression, the book captured the 

mood  and  angst  of  the nation  during  this  time  period.  At  the  height  of  its 

popularity, The Grapes of Wrath sold 10,000 copies per week. 

 

'The Pearl' (1947)



 
 

 

This story, based on a Mexican folktale, explores human nature and the 

potential of love. Kino, a poor diver who gathers pearls from the ocean floor, lives 

with his wife Juana and their infant son Coyotito by the sea. On the same day 

Coyotito is stung by a scorpion and is turned away by the town doctor because 

they can’t afford care, Kino finds the largest pearl he’s ever seen on one of his dives. 

The pearl, which brings the potential of great fortune, ignites the neighbors’ 

jealousy, eventually becoming a dangerous agent of evil. 

 

'East of Eden' (1952) 
 

 
Once again set in Steinbeck’s hometown of Salinas, California, this story 

follows the intersecting stories of two farming families, the Trasks and the 

Hamiltons, from the Civil War to World War I, as their lives reenact the fall of 

Adam and Eve and the rivalry of Cain and Abel. The book was later adapted into 

a 1955 film directed by Elia Kazan and starring James Dean in his first major 

movie role. Dean was later nominated for an Academy Award for his performance, 

which he received posthumously. 

 

Some  of  Steinbeck’s  other  works  include  Cup  of  Gold  (1929),  The 

Pastures of Heaven (1932) and To a God Unknown (1933), all of which received 

tepid reviews. It wasn't until Tortilla Flat (1935), a humorous novel about paisano 

life in the Monterey region was released, that the writer achieved real success. 

 

Steinbeck struck a more serious tone with In Dubious Battle (1936) and 

The Long Valley (1938), a collection of short stories. He continued to write in his 

later years, with credits including Cannery Row (1945), Burning Bright (1950),



 
 

 

The Winter of Our Discontent (1961) and  Travels with Charley: In Search of 
 

America (1962). 
 

 
In 1940, Steinbeck earned a Pulitzer Prize for The Grapes of Wrath. In 

 
1962, the author received the Nobel Prize for Literature — "for his realistic and 

imaginative writings, combining as they do sympathetic humour and keen social 

perception." Upon  receiving  the award,  Steinbeck  said  the writer’s duty  was 

“dredging  up to the light  our dark  and dangerous dreams for the purpose of 

improvement.” 

 

During World  War II, Steinbeck served  as a war correspondent for the 
 

New York Herald Tribune. 
 

 
Around this same time, he traveled to Mexico to collect marine life with 

friend Edward F. Ricketts, a marine biologist. Their collaboration resulted in the 

book Sea of Cortez (1941), which describes marine life in the Gulf of California. 

 

Steinbeck was married three times and had two sons. In 1930, Steinbeck 

met and  married  his first wife, Carol Henning. Over the following decade, he 

poured  himself  into  his  writing  with  Carol's  support  and  paycheck,  until the 

couple divorced in 1942. 

 

Steinbeck was married to his second wife, Gwyndolyn Conger, from 1943 

to 1948. The couple had two sons together, Thomas (born 1944) and John (born 

1946). In 1950, Steinbeck wed his third wife, Elaine Anderson Scott. The couple 

remained  together until his death in 1968.  Steinbeck died  of heart disease on 

December      20,      1968,      at      his      home      in      New      York      City.



 
 

 

(https://www.biography.com/writer/john- 

steinbeck#:~:text=John%20Steinbeck%20was%20a%20Nobel,with%20social%20 

and%20economic%20issues.) 
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