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APPENDICES 

1. Synopsis of The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo  

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid is a novel that 

explores the glamorous and sensational life of Hollywood icon Evelyn Hugo. The 

story begins when Evelyn, the film legend, decides to tell her life story to an 

unknown journalist named Monique Grant. At her age of 79, Evelyn is finally ready 

to reveal the truth of her life that she has been hidden from the public for decades. 

Through a series of interviews, Evelyn narrates her journey from being a Cuban 

immigrant named Evelyn Herrera to becoming one of the most popular actresses in 

Hollywood.  

Evelyn grew up in a poor Cuban family in Hell’s Kitchen in Manhattan. Her 

mother died when she was at a very young age, leaving her alone with her abusive 

father. Evelyn was so close to her mother to the point she shared the same dream 

with her, to become an actress. She had the ambition to pursue her dreams and left 

her father behind. However, because of the poor and unprivileged life she had, 

Evelyn used her sexual appeal to seduce people to get what she wants. Eventually, 

she married Erne Diaz, a neighbor who took her to Hollywood. 

Evelyn then quickly succeeded in connecting with Hollywood producers, namely 

Harry Cameron at Sunset Studios. She casted smaller parts at the beginning, but 

she slept with a much-older producer to get herself a big role. It was quite hard for 

her as a Cuban woman to start starring in the movie. Evelyn had to dye her hair 

blonde, stop speaking Spanish, change her name, and tell a false story about her 

past to the public. As she got her first leading role, she divorced her first husband 

Ernie and started publicly dating a few famous actors.  

As Evelyn recounts her life, the readers are taken and dive into the journey of 

her seven marriages with its own secrets and complexities. Her relationship with her 

husbands is full of betrayal and heartbroken loses, but also portray genuine 

connection and intimacy. Evelyn’s story delves into the theme of love, fame, and 

scandal in the world of Hollywood, as she struggles with the popularity and the 

sacrifices she took to achieve success in a male-dominated industry. 

2. Biography of Taylor Jenkins Reid 

 

Taylor Jenkins Reid is an American author who was born in Maryland, 20th 

December 1983. She was raised in Massachusetts, and studied in Emerson 



59 
 

University in Boston, majored in media studies. After graduating from college, she 

moved to Los Angeles to pursue her career in the entertainment industry. 

Reid began her career in film production before she started to write books. At 

the beginning, she worked as an assistant in the film and television industry 

focusing on roles relating to casting. Her experiences help her understand people’s 

character dynamics, which influences her writing styles. She also worked at high 

school first before she got a book deal in 1997, at the age 24. She married Alex 

Jenkins Reid, a screenwriter she met in the film industry. They have a daughter and 

live together in Los Angeles.  

Her first novel, Forever, Interrupted, was published in 2013. Although it was 

her debut, she was capable of showing her potential and distinctive narrative. Her 

following book after that was After I Do, published in 2015 that also received 

positive response by the public. And then she published The Seven Husbands of 

Evelyn Hugo in 2017, her fifth book that was the beginning of her success.  This 

novel tells the story of a Hollywood icon that has a glamorous and complicated life. 

This novel received much praise from the critic and became a bestseller in many 

bookstores.  

Another hit from Reid after succeeded her fifth book was Daisy Jones & The 

Six that was published in 2019. It is about a fictional rock band in the 1970’s and 

was nominated in numerous literary awards, such as the Goldsboro Books Glass 

Bell Award in 2020. The book was also adapted into a television series.  

Reid’s writing style often creates a strong emotional bond between the readers 

and the characters. Her ability in portraying psychological nuances and relationship 

dynamics makes her works interesting and moving. She is also active on social 

media where she shares insights about her writing process and personal 

experiences. She has a large fan base around the world that always supports her 

works. 


