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“MAKA NIKMAT TUHAN KAMU YANG MANAKATE

YANG KAMU DUSTAKAN ?”

(QS. AR -RAHMAAN (55) : 47)

BARANGSIAPA YANG MEMPELATARI SUATU ILMU, YANG
DENGAN TLMU ITU SEMESTINYA DIA MENCARI WATAH
ALLAH, DIA TIDAK MEMPELATARINYA MELAINKAN UNTUK
MENDAPATEAN KEXAYAAN DUNTA, MAKA DIA TIDAK AKAN
MENCIUM BAU SURGA PADA HARI KIAMAT.

(HR. ABU DAUD, IBNU MATAH, AHMAD DAN IBNU HIBBAN)

‘Kendati sabar pertama Kali rasanya pahit
Sungquht pada akfisrmya aky menwuat buakinya
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ABSTRAK

Skripsi ini berjudul: Play 4 Streetcar Named Dexire by Tennessee Williams
A Reflection of Society's Condtion (Drama A4 Streefcar Noamed Desire karya
Tennesssee Williams: Sebuah Refleksi Keadanan Masyurakat). Schubungan dengan
judul tersebut, ada dua masalah yang akan dianalisis, yaitu bagaimana keadaan
masyarakat vang digambarkan dalam drama tersebut dan sejauhmana pandangan
sosial pengarang mempengaruhi penggambaran keadsan masyarakat dalam drama
tersebut.

Dalam membahas masalah-masalah vang ada dalam skripsi ini, penulis
menggunakan metode penelitian kepustakaan (library research). Pada metode imi data
dikumpulkan melalui pembacaan sejumlah buku, surat kabar, majalah, artikel,
internet dan  berbagai tulisan lain yang mempunyai hubungan dengan objek
penelitian. Sedangkan analisis data dilakukan dengan menggunakan pendekatan
strukturalisme genetik dan untuk mendukung pendekatan tersebut maka penulis
menggunakan pendekatan sosiologis. Dan berdasarkan analisis yang dilakukan
penulis, dapat dibuktikan akan adanya hubungan antara karya sastra yang ditulis oleh
pengarang dengan keadaan masyarakat pada saat itu yang penuh dengan kemiskinan,

kekerasan dan kebobrokan moral.




CHAPTER ]

INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background

Literature is a part of art which uses language as the medium. Literature is
also an oral or written work with some characteristics such as original, artistic, and
beautiful either in the form or the content (Kamus Istilah Sastra, 1990). Moreover the
beauty of a literary work have to fulfil two conditions, that are truth and fineness.

An author is 8 member of society. Hence the literary work that is created by
the author will have varous aspscts of movement and human life, it 15 influenced by
the author’s subjectivity such as the place where the author live, the condition of
society, and the time when the work is created.

With the delimitation of author's imapination by his living space and
especially because of the author's big attention to the people in his society, their
problems, to the society’s condition and character in the author area will make the
literary work fulls of information about the society for the certain scopes. This means
that literature is not something independent, but it 15 closely related to the situation
and condition of the sociery where the work is created.

According to the explanation above, we can say that literary work is not come
from the social vacum but it can be regarded as a social institution which uses

language as the medium. Literature performs the picture of life, and the life iself is 2




social reality (Damono, 1978). In this term, the _Ilﬁ: concerns with the relation
betwesn society, society and people (including the author), between human and event
that happened in human self. However, these events always become the subject
matter of literary work, that is the reflection of one's relation with others or with
society. Therefore, the task of literary work is not merely to record the daily life, but
it tries to interpret the life itself, to give sense for the life, so it will keep valuable and
more treat man like a real human,

Ome kind of literature is a drama. Drama is the work of literature or
composition which delineates life and human activities by means of presenting
various actions and dialogues between a group of characters, Drama is more than the
represantation of life and character through action and dialogue, for drama is also
entertainment (Russel, 1966:5). The impression and the consciousness toward drama
are more focussed on the form of work which reacted directly to the audience.

Jumping from that statement, some of literary work like American drama
depicts the reality of society's life as ::ubj:nrivu as possible, Therefore it needs an
observation toward society.

One of the dramas that the writer thinks can represent the life of American
South society in the 20th century is a play titled A Streefcar Named Desire, writben
by one of fumous American playwright, Tennessee Williams, who lived in 19%11-
1983, The drama won the Pullitzer prize as well as Drama Critic’s Award.

Tenncssee Williams was influenced by realism that anslysis social life

through literary work without concealing unworthy matters. Thus ne created his work




ag if he photographed life or the events that happened in the society, 5o clear and
transparant, The society’s problems of social imbalance like poverty of poor people,
farmers and workers were the actual problems in life. Furthermore, social problems
like arbitrary, wiliness, greedy, criminal and moral decline were not also released
from his attention.

The authors succeed in describing society’s life at that time was not relcased
by their existence as a member of the society where the work is created. They knew
and involved in the problems that faced by their figures. As well as Tennessec
Williams, he was born in Columbus, Missisipi, & lown in south America. He and his
family often changed their living place. In 1539, one year after he graduated from
University of Lowa, he wenl for the first time and remained for a while in Mew
Onrleans, Henceforth, this place became the setting for A Streetcar Named Desire.

A Strecicar Named Degire was published in 1547 In America, during the last
part of nincteenth and the beginning of the twentieth centuries, the new development
in industry and technology were so increased that they were frequently designated as
the second industrial revolution. Rae and Mahoney (1955:367) explains as follows:

"Mew industries such as proteleum, rubber, chemicals and alumunium

appeared, electricity and the internal combustion engine arose as source of

power to challenge the century long domination of steam, and the automobile
and the ai!'pl&ne, the telephone, and the radio introduced new factors Imnto
transportation and communications™

This play is a picture of downtown American’s society in southern in an
industrial era, Waw Orleans. New Orieans is one of the lasgest cities in the southen

United States and one of the most picturesque and interesting in the nation. It is also

atid




one of the world’s great ports with its natural resources such as pretoleum, natural
gas, salt, sulfur, and timber, Mew Orleans is a focal point for the output of pretaleum
and natural gas, and there are hupe facilities for alumunivm production. The most
important industry in terms of value added by manufacture, however, is the
processing of food and kindred products,

Although New Orleans is in the heart of the deep south, it is not a typical
Southern city. It is rather a cosmopelitan community, for there are immigrants from
German, Italy, Latin America, and other immigrants. They had arrived ﬂftﬁ;l the
earliest settiers, French and Spanish. New Orleans was also settled by people from
other parts of North America. Beside that, aboul one third of the population of the
metropolitan area is black, Many blacks were brought here in large numbers before
the Civil War, when New Orleans was a thriving slave market.

[t 15 told that the life in this city 15 so hard, its people is used to strupgle with
poverty and hardness. This was not surprised considering the town existence as
industrial town. So it formed an industrial society which iz identic with all of forms
emulation live.

Hence, the condition of society in certan period is influenced by the social
change and the society’s culture, These two important things support the writer to
conclude some problems as an objective of study and as a criteria in amalyzing the
drama.

Starting from the point above, the writer tries to find something interesting to

be anlayzed through intrinsic and extrinsic approachs more spesific to describe the




socicty's condition. And the interesting term that chosen by the writer is the society’'s
condition which is depicted in 4 Streetcar Named Desire. In this case, the writer will

analyze the society’s condition by its economic, social, and cultural aspects.

1.2. Identification of Problem
In this play the writer has found and analyzed some problems, they are .

1. The life's contrast of factory worker in slum of urban area and rural residence of
landlord of plantation generate the difference of the way of thinking, attitude, and
in problems they have.

7 Mew Orleans is a town which is not exclusive, Life in that town 15 very hard, its
people accustomed to struggling with the poorness and hardness. [t's also told that
the town full of passion.

3. Industrialisation has brought the social effects. The most visible one 1is
urhanisation which generates the society's condition fulfilled by problems in the
case of economics, social and culture.

4 Most of people in urban area experience moral cisis. It is caused by some faclors

such as environmental, family factor and the lack of religious comprehension.

1.3. The Scope of Problem
In analvzing A Streetcar Named Desirve, the writer tries to [imit the description

of society’s condition in the play by its social, economic, and cultural aspects.




1.4. The Statement of Problem
1. How is the society's condition in 4 Streetcar Named Desire 7

2, How far does the author's social view influence the description of society’s

condition in A Streclcar Named Desire 7

L5 The Objective of Study
1. To describe the society's condition depicts in A Streetcar Named Desire.

2. To find put the author’s social view through the play,

1.6. Methodology
The writer uses the method that consist of |ibrary research and method of

analyzing data. They can be explained as follows :
1.6.1. Library Research

In analyzing the problem in this drama, the writer uses library research in
collecting the data as a reference to support the process of writing this thesis. This
data can be taken from books, magazines, newspapers, internet or even just an article
The important thing that these data are related to the topic especially as sociological
factors,
1.6.2, Method of Analyzing Data

In writing this thesis, the writer uses genetic structuralism analysis and uses
sociological approach to explain the society’s condition in A Streetcar Named Desire,
with seeing the elements which build the drama itself and also the elements outside of

the drama that are related to the topic.




1.7. Sequence of Presentation

Chapter | presents the background of the writing, identification of problem,
the scope of problem, the statement of problem, the objective of study, methodology
and sequence of presentation.

Chapter Tl presents the literature review. Some review of the sociological
approach, the theory of structuralism and genetic structuralism. There i3 also the
biography of Tennessee Williams which telis about author’s relation with his family
and his sociely.

Chapter [1l presents the Frame of Analysis

Chapter 1V presents the analysis of the reflection of the society’s condition in
A Streetcar Named Desire, by showing the reflection of poverty, the reflection of
violence acts, the reflection of moral decline and the influence of the author's social
view to the play.

Chapter V presents conclusion of the thesis with some suggestions from the

writer to the readers in order to give input to the same study.




CHAFTERII

LITERATURE REVIEW

21. Sociological Approach

Sociology of literarture is a branch of study of literary works, which looks at
literary work as its relation to the social reality, author, literary creating process and
the reader of the work. Thus literay work is refated to the historical background of
certain society, what the writer has seen and felt in his surrounding that he expressed
in hig work.

Sociology, in the *Sociology of literature’ (Swingedwood, 1972) is essentially
scientific, objective study of man in society, the study of social institution and social
processes; it seeks an answer Lo the questions of how society is possible, how it works
and why it persists (Pali, 2001:9). Moreover, literature is an attempt to make sense in
our live. In this case, literature and sociology can be classified as two fields that
support each other.

It could not be denied that authors, artist generally, live in certain place and
bime. In other words, this certain place and time are society and social condition from
which various institutions of value interact in it. It implies that an author is a member
of society. Therefore he is tied to certain social status. That is the reason wiy
literature is seen as social institution which uses language as its medium. Wellek

(1955:109), as translated by Melani Budianta in “Teori Sastra’ says:




“Sastra adalah institusi sosial yang memakai medium bahasa.. lagipula sastra

‘menyajikan kehidupan® dan kehidupan sebagian besar terdin dari kenyztaan

sosial walaupun karya sastra meniru dunia subyektof manusia. Penyair adalah

warga mesyarakat yang memiliki status khusus...sastra sering memiliki kaitan
dengan institusi sosial tertentu™

Literature performs a picture of life. Life itself is social reality. It means that
social reality also includes the relation of intersociety, intersociety and individual
{include avthor), interindividual and interevent that occured in author's mind, In
addition, literature contains an idea which might be used to develop certain  social
addition.

Maoreover, sociology deals with literature. [t is used to study literature and
socigl institution for literary work derives from social phenomenon, which is
expressed by author as his world vision and reaction of the phenomenon mentioned
above. As with sociology, literature concerned with man’s social world, as Bumns
(1973:28) says:

“Sociology is truly the study of institutionalization and not merely of
instituticn, then some grasp of this process within literature, and perhaps in
art gpenerally...”

According to Wellek and Warren as translated by Melani Budianta, the
approaches in sociology is classified into three kinds, they are :
|, The sociology of the author which is discussed about author’s social status, social
ideoiugy and the other things about author as the producer of literary work.
2. The sociology of literature whih is discussed the content of literary work, its aim,
and the other things that implied in literary work itself as well as its relation

with social probiems.




3. The sociology of literature which is discussed about the reader and the social
effect of literary work itself.
According to Jabrohim (in Staf Pengajar UGM, 1994:225) as translated by the

writer, the aim of the sociology of literature could be detailed as follows:
1. The autor's social context

The author’s social context is related with the position of author in soctety
and with the reader. In this case, some social factors can influence the author as
individual and also his work. Therefore, the most things to be analyzed are {1) Hoe
author getting living; whether he accepts aid from a protector, directly from society,
or he has another job; (2) the author’s profesionalism, how far the author assumes his
Job as a profession; (3) society which is selected by the author, In this case, the
realation between the author and society are very importent because the society which
15 selected by the author will determine the form and the content of their works.
2. Literature as the society’s mirror

How far that literature considered to be the mirror of society’s condition.
Here, the word “mirror™ 15 unclear. So, it often to be misinterpreted and misused, In
this context, the most things to be observed are (1) literature might not be told as the
reflection of society at that time, (2) the nature “differ from other” an author often
influenced the election and the apnearsnce of social facts in his works, (3) the Genre
of literature often represented the social attitude from all certain groups, and not the

social attitude of all seciety; (4) literature which is tried to present society’s condition




accurately might not be believed or accepted as society's mirror. And so on the
contrary, the literary work which is not inrended to depict the society’s condition. The
author's social view has to be considered if literature will be assessed as society’s
MIrmor.

3. The social function of hiterature

Here, the sociological approach tries to answer the questions like “How far
does the literature’s value relate to social view?” and “How far does social value
influences social value?”. There are three things which must be observed: (1) the
point of view assuming that literature is equal to the work of priest or prophet.
Including in this, the view that literature has to function as society’s inovator and
reorganizer, (2) another point of view assuming that the function of literature is
merely as the consoler. In this case, the idea “art for art”, for example, 15 not different
fromm the effort to throw merchandise in order to make it as the best seller, (3)
compromising point of view as depicted in slogan :literature has to teach by amusing
way",

From the statements above, it can be said that one possibly can show the
causes and the background of literary work as well as fo know the sociological
condition of literary work at the certain time by using the sociological approach. Of
course, we can not certainly recognize the social order at that time, but at least we can
recognize what is the dominant themes. It can be happened that an author with certain

motives suggests something that possibly out of the common thought

11




Finally, the conception emphasis on the work of literature and the writer
position in a mass society are extremely important. The author’s Isuciat involvement,
attitude and his ideology can be leamnt not only through his work but his biography
document also. The author is a member of society, He certainly has his own opinion
of the political and social issues, and the development in that period. The links
between historical background and the development of literature constitute a key area

in any sociology of literature.

1.1, Structuralism

Basically, the structural theory is a theory that starts from assumption that the
literary work is composed from several elements, which are tied together, srutured,
until not even an element is unused. So, the literary work represents an olonomMOUS
structure, which can be comprehended as a whole unit with each of its constructor
element is interrelated,

Therefore, to understand its meaning, the literary work has to be studied by its
awn structure without seeing the outside aspects of the literary work like wdeology,
moral, sociocultural, psychology and religi, because the beauty of literature lays in its
special language.

Briefly, the analysis which uses the structural theory is an analysis of the
elements, which creates the litwerary work. In other words, the analysis is on the
intrinsic elements of the literary work. The inrrinsic elements are the elements that

built the literary work; those elements are theme, plot, setting, characlers and others.

12




Occasionally, the structural analysis is regarded as Ithﬂ. ﬁﬂﬂ objective
analysis. This statement is supported by the fact that literary work is a composition of
systematic elements, The clements are not just the collect of thing that siand alone,
but they are tied and interrelated system. So, it can be said that the structural analysis
is an analysis which does not examine :'.::pﬂrﬂtﬂll}', bt treats them as a systematic unit.

Mode of structural analysis has expanded at .ful] speed in the world of
literature criticism but it is confessed also that analysis which is only based on the
structure contains various weaknesses, they are: the literay work is detached from its
context and function so that literary work is lost its sociocultural relevance, uprooted
fom history, and separated from human being problems.

Eventhough struturalism contains various weakness, presumably it requires to
be agreed also that, however, structural analysis becomes the principle tak for a
literature research before he goes to other tasks. This statement based on the
ascription that literary work, basically, represents the warld is word (Dresden in
Teeuw, 1983:61; 1984:135) which has intrinsic meaning that anly can be dug from

the work itself (Staff Pengajar UGM, dkk, 1994:73).

1.3. Genetic Strocturalism

Literary work boms in the middle of society as a result of author’s
imagination and also as the reflection of social phenomenon around him. So, its
present becomes the part of society’s life. Author as individual subject tries to create

his waorldview to his collective subject. It indicates that a literary work i3 rooted in

13




certain society and culture, Such circumstances have made literary work as the
document of social culture.

According to this comprehension, genetic structuralism emerges s reaction to
‘structuralism® which disreparding the historical clement of literature fext so that it
becomes ghistorical theory, Genetic structuralism considers literature text as social
institution which can change and full of class conflicts.

The pioneer of this theory is Lucian Goldman, a French literature expert. He
iries to unite structuralism approach and sociological approach to understand literary
works, The factors are the author and social reality which have relection to the history
of literary work.

GGenetic Structuralism theory can be formulated as follows, first the research
of literary work itself. The structure of literary work is analyzed to prove the unity of
its parts so that it will unite as a whaole. Second, its correlation with social culture
which is related to the mental structure that has relation with author’s worldview.

Int line with this, in analyzing this play (4 Sireetcar Named Desire), it also
involves some element such as the history and society’s condition when the anthor

creates it.

3 4, Review of Relevant Research

The author's idea in his literary works is not separated from social problems

faced by him as socizl being Beside that, he certainly invelves with various social




activities, social processes and social systems in their environment. All of these have
made the author able to depict their society condition.

The play A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams ghows something
very imporiant in society. This play is not only an entertainment for readers, but it is
also loaded with society’s social condition like poverty, violence, and moral decline.
The things represent a problem in society that is important to know.

The literary research that deals with the play A Stresicar Named Desire by
Tennesses Williams has been studied by others, that is by Rezky Indah Hari DJ with
the title Social Reality of America in Drama A Sireetcar Named Desire by using
genetic structuralism approach. The object of her research is social reality of
American society in general like problems of ethnie, women and career, social class
and race. These things are different from the research that done by the writer. In
doing her research, the writer use sociological approach that focused on the condition
of society in South America (as the setting of the play) which is fulfilled with
poverty, violence and moral decline. Moreover, the writer tries to relate the author's
(Tennesses Williams) social view with society's condition at that time.

Rased on this perception, he writer trigs to discuss about SOCIETY'S cnnﬁ;ﬁuu
in the play A Streetcar MNamed Desire as the object of study. Furthermore, the aim af

this research is to see how far the relation between literary works with the society's

condition when the play is created.




1.5. Social Condition in Industrial Era

During the eighteenth century industrialism emerged as a conspicious feature
of British economic life, and by the end of Mapoleonic Wars, Great Britain had
become a highly industrialized siate. The movement then began to spread to the rest
of the Western world,, until in the first half of the nineteenth century it penetrated into
Belgium, France, Germany, and the United States and by the end of the century it
extended to the entire world.

The primary characteristic of industrialism was the substitution of mechanical
for human power, For America itself, the new development in industry and
technology happened during the last part of the nineteenth century and the beginning
of the twentieth century, They were so far reaching that they are frequently
designated as the second industrial revolution.

As we can see, industrial civilization has developed a market economy and an
industrial society. The industrial mode of production has given rise to an SCONDIMIC
organization that influences all partas of society, but it can be denied also that the
great expansion of industrialism has brought an intenzification of social problems
fitat introduced into modem civilization by industrial revolution

Rural society that mostly consists of small farmers who lost their livelihood
which was caused by the use of machine then went to the new industrial placeswhere
they oferred themselves as cheap labour to fabric owner. Beside that, the increase of

population in big cities also resulted by the existence of immigrants that came from
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out of United States. They worked as low paying labors in industrial area where for
that they do not claimed to have special skill.

The correlation of industrial life with urban life has expressed precisely by
Paul Meadows (Miller and Form, 1951:8317 as follows

- “Urbanization is the indispensible partner of industrialization, the measure of
1ts growth, the mirror of its complexities, the interpreter of its values and the
matrix of its expansion”

Maoreover, these industrial cities were unpleasant places to live in, Most of
them are small villages or simply empty fields until they were selected as factory sites
strictly on grounds of economic wtility, and they expanded without form or plan.
Consequently, slum areas in the big cities could not be avoided again.

During the Great Depression the effects of industrialization increased hostility
between the major economic classes in the American society. Emplovers and
employees were increased, By the mid-twentieth century, inequality in the Amenican
society revealed the existence of a complex social-class system.

The upper class takes up less that 3 percent of United States population
(Thesis, Hari, 1999:15). This class is devided into the wealthiestand most prestigious
families, Among them are the fabric owner, capital owner, and bourgeois.

The upper middle class takes up about 10 to 15 percent of the American
society and the middle class comprises about 30 to 35 percent {Thesis, Har,
1999:15). The upper middle class is at very top of the occupational structure, with
jobs bringing high rewards and requiring higher levels of education {such as a

postgraduate college degree). Whereas the middle class is located within a range of
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occupations ranked (in terms of complexity and skill) from the highest (such as the
traditional professions of doctors and lawyvers, accountants, architects, higher level
scientists anf engineers) to mid-level (such as public school teachers, insurance
agents, sales clerks and office workers),

Working class people accupy mid-level to low position within the
occupational structure. Working class occupations are characterized by relatively low
skill level, lower education and a lower degree of complexity, as well as manual
instead of nonmanual labor, Working class people are factory workers, truck drivers,
plumbers, gas station a'rtcndiantsh welders, and so on. Their jobs are for the most lower
paying, less secure and more physically demanding and dangerous.

Becouse of the industrialist’s aim in the early of Industrial Revolution is
solely looked for the properties so their attention 15 only focused to the things which
are more profitably. The victims of this kind of attitude are labors becauss employers
fear to loose some of their profit if they managed their workers prosperity.

Labors accept low wapes with long work hours. Their family have to live in
grievous housing environment which does not fulfill the health aualifications. [t
oceurs a conflict between labors and all fabric owners where labars claim to get good
working condition, good housing and facilities,

Further, these problem of wealth and poverty can generate new problems in
society. Among them are social differences, criminality, or violence act and society's

mioral decline.
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2.6. The Biography of Tennessce Williams

Thomas Lanier Williams wasborn in Columbus, Mississipi, on March 26,
1911 ard lived in Nashville, Tennessee, and in various towns in Mississipi. His
mother, repressed and gentle, was the daughter of an Episcopalian clergyman, his
father, a travelling salesman, was aggressive and violent at home. When Tom was
seven, the family moved to 5t Louis, Missouri, where his father became sales
manager of a shoe company.

Tom was sickly and overprotecied by his mother, so, in retaliation, his father
called him “Miss Nancy™ Al fourteen he won a prize in a national writing contest,
and at seventeen pulished a gothic story in the pulp magazine Weird Tales. He began
studied at the University of Missouri, but left after two vears. His father then find him
a job in the warehouse of a shoe factory, where he worked for three years, writing at
night Then he went on to study at Washington University in 5t Louwis, fnally
graduating from the University of Lowa at the age of twenty-seven. Meanwhile, his
beloved sister Rose, who had been suffering from increasing mental imbalance, has
gpent maost of her life in sanatonum. -

The next year Williams left for New Orleans, the first of many temporary
homes: it would provide the setting for 4 Streetcar Mamed Degire. There he changed
his name to *“Tennessee’, There also he actively entored the homosexual world.

Williams plavs produced at college and community theatre, and in 1939 he
waon a prize for a collection of one act play, American Blues. The next year, Saule of

Angels was produced in Boston but failed (it would later be wrnitten as Crpheus




Descending, 1957). And then the amrival of The Glass Menagerie in Mew York (1943)
became his first success. The play won the Drama Critic's Circle Award.

The financial suczess of Menagerie was a first exhilarating to Williams then
debilitating, and he flied to Mexico, where he resumed work in earlier play. The
Poker Night gradually turned into 4 Streetcar Named Desire, When it oppened in
1947, it was an even greater success than Glass Menagerie, winning another Drama
Critic’s Circle Award as well as The Pullitzer Prize. Williams was able to travel and
to buy a home in Key West, Florida, where he did much of his ensuing work. At
about this time his “transitory heart” found “a home at last” in a young man named
Frank Merlo.

For more than a decade thereafier, a new Williams play appeared almost
every two years. Among the most successful were The Rose Taro (1950); the
Pullitzer winning Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1955); and The Night of the [guana (1961),
A number of his plays were produced widely abroad, and also became equally
successful films. Yet some of the dramas now regarded as the best of this penod were
commercial failures; ,_S'um.msr and Smoke (1948); the surrealistic and wisionary
Caming Real (1953); and Garden District (1957), later Suddenly last Summer (1964),

During the sixties, the Broadway failures became more frequent. Crtics
accused his plays of too much violence and the playwright of repeating of himself.
William was facing another breakdown: the “ritualistic combination™ of stimulants he
relied on began to turn against him; Frank Merlo died; and he was committed to a St.

Louis mental home. On recovery, he plunged back into the anodyne of work., Among




the many plays of his last years are Small Craft Warnings (1972); The Two
Characters Play; and Clothes for a Surnmer Hotel (1980).

Williams who always reluctant to talk about his work (likening it to a “bird
that will be shtartled away, as by hawk's shadow) did not see himself as part of a

tradition in American dramaturgy. He acknowledged the influence of Anton
Chekhov, the nineteenth-century writer of dramas of lonely, searching characters; of
D.H. Lawrence, the British novelist who emphasized the theme of sexual life force;
and above all of the American Hart Crane, homosexual poet maudit, who, he said,
“touched fire that burned (himself) alive™, adding that “perhaps it is only through
self-immolation of such a nature that we as human beings can offer to you the entire
truth of ourselves™, Such a statement indicates the deeply confessional quality of
Williams's writing, even in plays not directly based on autobiography.

Streetear, like other Williams plays, was criticized not only for violence but
for an obsession with sexuality, which in some of the later work was regarded by
some critics as an almost morbid precccupation with “perversion”, murder, rape,
drugs, incest, nymphomania. These topics figure, however, as instances of his deeper
subject, the themes of desire and loneliness. As he said in an interview, “desire is
rooted in longing for companionship, a release from the loneliness that haunts every
individual”. Loneliness and desire propel his characters into exireme behavior, no
doubt, but such bahavior literally dramaotizes the plight that Williams saw as

universal,




2.6.1. The Author and His Fa mily

Tennessee Williams spent much of his childhood with his parents in his
granfather's home. He was bom in a depressed family, His mother, a southern woman
from an Episcopalian clergyman, obsessed by her past life in the southern region
where she had a nice life and was well respected. She was depressed over her poor
living in a small town with her hushand and two children. Like other southemn
women; she still held the old traditions of southern “ladies’ She was a pentes| and
religious woman. She overprotected Williams and this made him as a sissy and his
father called him Ms. Nancy.

Beside that, William’s father was violent abd drunk at home; he frequently
abussed his wife (Edwina) when drunk. Later his mother became a neurotic woman.
William'’s sister (Rose) was also a victim of his father’s alcoholic rages and spent
mast of her life in the sanatorioum,

The situation of his unhappy family affected his life and his works such as
The Crlass Menagerie. In the stage directions, Williams calls it “a memory play”, seen
through the recollections of the writer Tom, who talk to the audience about himself

and about the scenes depicting his mother Amanda, poverty-stricken but genteely
living in memories of her southern youth and her “gentleman callers™, his crippled
sister Laura, who founds refuge in her “menagerie™ of little galss animals; and the
traumatic affect of a modern “gentleman caller” on them. The similarities to Williams
family are clear in Amanda and Laura; moreover, Tom leaves home at the play's end,

while the father 15 conspicious by his absence.




The other play A Streetcar Named Desire also presented the character of

Blanche, as his young mother.

2.6.1. The Author and His Society

Tennessee Willlams was born in Mississipi and build his career in New
Orleans. He tried to describe the socicty's condition of these cities through his
characters behavior in A Streetcar Named Desire.

Mississipi was discovered in 1541 by the European. The Chippewa or
Ojibway Indians called the river beside which they lived Mee-zee-see-bee, father of
waters, and from this Indian word comes the moderm name In 1680 the Louis
Hennepin expedition reached the falls of 5t. Anthony. Robert Cavelier de La Salle in
1682 claimed the whole Mississipi region for France and named it Louisiana, as
consequently most of its people were Chatolics.

This state & major cotton-growing region, with noted for production of long-
staple cotton.

Like other southerners, Mississipians were also obsessed by their ancestor.
They see legend rather than history. The stwong following of Christianity in the
society also affected its social life. It changed the outlook of its people, their attitudes,
and the norms of the society. The new towards women was still infleenced by

Christian ideclogies of the inferior women.




In other hand, New Orleans, Louisiana, is the US city that is so different from
all others. Perhaps only San Fransisco can match it for being so removed from the
American norm.

Just like Mississipi, New Orleans was founded in 1718 by Jean Baptiste Le
Moyne, sieur de Bienville, on asite selected because of the need for an inland water
route to Biloxi on the Gulf Crast. It was named La Nouvelle Orleans in honour of
Philippe II, duke of Orleans. Most carly settlers became large landowners. The city
remained French until 1762, and then, although rhis was not known to the inhabitants
until 1764, it became Spanish until 1803, In that year the French again took control
under the treaty of lldefonso | 18040}, but s00n thereafier the city passed to the United
States as part of the Louisiana purchase,

New Orleans is rather a cosmopolitan community. It roots-with French,
Spanish, Cajun, Creole, Carribzan and African influences. It also dwelt by
immigrants from German, [raly, Latin America, England. !rland:a, and other
immigrants. All these different societies made a unique contribution to the area’s
cuture, history and to the racial melange that is such a major factor in the area’s
character.

Moreover the city possesses a kind of ambivalence one has to have to live in,

The people have great tolerance for many things good and bad. The languid, almost

Carribean ambience, the humid climate and the laid back lifestyle and culture all

contribute to the city’s worthiness of the nickname *The Big Easy”.




CHAPTER III

THE FRAME OF ANALYSIS

In the analysis of 4 Streetcar Named Desire written by Tennessee Williams,
the writer attempts to depict the society s condition in the South America where the
author grew up, It is about the society’s condition fulfilled with problems in the case
of economics, social and culture. Tt tells how social problems like economic
difficulty (poverty), violence act and moral decline interpreted in downtown
A-mm'can’s society in southern, New Orleans, at that period of time.

To begin with, the writer would like to show the picture of poverty which
can be known by seeing the environmental circumstances where figures live, their
social status as well as their jobs which show their income. From the data obtained, it
can be known how the poverty considered as a social problem; that is, where the
difference of economic position of all member society is determined clearly.

Furthermore, this economic imbalance will spread to the other areas, for example to
the family’s life which is stricken by poverty, This last one will be discussed in the
next analysis,
Secondly, the writer would like to portray how the characters behavior also
their relation with their society and family in order to see the existence of violence
act that done by the characters, Then, the writer will trace their life style and  their

condition as immigrants who come from different races: whether their violence




BCH represents a culture that exist at that time or g culture which they bring from their

eriginal area.

In the third section the writer would like to show how moral decline, such as
prostitution, gambling, alcoholism, and sex violation oceur in the society, In this part,
the writer takes a few of characters in which each of them has been the victim of

moral decline itself

Finally, in the fourth section the writer would like to show how the author's
social view influences the play.

The fourth analysis above, cerfainly can not be separated from social
background of the author and the work itself considering the writer uses genetic

structuralism analysis and uses sociological approach.




CHAFTER IV

ANALYSIS

Drama A Streetcar Named Desire, written by Tennessee Williams (1947)
contains various portrait of reality of the urban society’s life in New Orleans at that
time. This life portrait is full of social friction, economic difficulty and moral decline.
These occur for some factors, they are social changs that happened in society, cultural
current durability that come from outside and society's lack of education. Those
factors give the interesting picture about society’s condition in A Streetcar Neamed
Lesire.

This play takes place in South America, precisely in Elysian Fields, New
Orleans city. The widely varied street names in New Orleans reflect the different
cultures that have influenced the eity. In Webster New World Large Print Dictionary
(1988:323) Elysian Fields or Elysum is a Greek Mythology. It is the dwelling place of
virtuous people after death or an state of ideal bliss, While Homer in The American
Peoples Encyclopedia (2.7, 1968:190) says that Elysium was a region at the earth’s
western most boundaries, a favored land where life is easiext to man...No smow is
there, nor any rain, mor vel any greal storm. So, it 15 not surprissed that New
Crleans's nickname “The Big Easy™.

Tennessee Williams focused the events that centered around the kitchen,
bathreom and bedroom. Most of the characters were immigrants. There were Frenchs,

Polish, Mexican, and Africans. They lived in a fiat that has no privacy between




rooms. The rooms were relatively dim with light that seeped through the window
from the street. Their economic condition could not meet their families need. The
characters portrayed are those of deterioration. Gambling, drunkennes, prostitution,
and violence acts to woman displayea these characters traits clearly.

This comprehension to the society’s condition is done by using sociological
approach which draws attention to the relation between human, groups and the
relation between human and groups in the process of social life. The interaction
process involves some good and right elements as well as bad and wrong elements
which influencing each other.

Which kind of elements that very influential usually depend on the society’s
mentality. It involves social role, including family’s environment, genetic relationship
and even the athmosphere of education. In the end, the behavioral forming in human
interaction in their society has been influenced by various factor in society {Sockanto,

1998:494).

d.1. The Reflection of Economic Difficulty (Poverty)

Economic problems have never got out of human life's track. Problem of
economic difficulty (poverty) frequently brought the very wide negative impacts.
Social difference, cnminalities, or violence acts and the others various form of
society discases was much onginated from the economic difficulty,

In The New Encyclopedia Britannica (wol.14, 1973:935), poverty is the

condition that is said to exist when people lack the means to satisfy their basic needs.




In this context, the identification of poor people, then, first requires a determination
of what constitutes basic needs, These may be defined as namowly as “those
necessary for survival” or as broadly as “those reflecting the prevailing standard of
living in the community”, The first eriterion would cover anly those people near the
borderline of starvation or death from exposure; the second would extend to people
whose nutrition, housing, and clothing, though adequate to preserve fif‘:. do not
measure up to those of the population as a whole,

Based on the definitions above, poverty which iz described in this drama can
be defined as the second criterion. We can say like this because in an industrial
socielies, poverty is associated with peor health, low levels of education or skills, an
inability or an unwillingness to participate in society, high rates of disruptive or
disorderly behavior, and improvidence. In these societies the labels “poor™ and
“poverty” coverted by the terms of “lower class™ and “low-income group”,

Poverty is a striking feature in some of couniries, even in America, America is
an affluent nation in the world but millions of its people ars poor and millions more
that do not live in poverty are poor relative to others,

Furthermore, the poverty problem in the United States is essentially an
income distribution problem. If there iz enough income to go around, no one would
have to live in poverty. But the enough income does not go to everyone, and some
p-.mplu do live in poverty. (Sharp, 1988:266).

Income mequality happened in all states, ﬂeithu:f in capitalist, socislist nor in

mixed states, While for America itself, income is not distributed equally among




members of the American population, In fact, the unequal distribution of income
grew worse in the 1980s, Harold R. Kerbo in his book ‘Social Stratification and
Inequality describes family income inequality (Gini index) in United States from

19471980 as follows |
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In this diagram we can see that, since World War 11, income inequality in the United
hit its lowest level between 1965 and 1970, but then rose dramatically in the 1980s to
its highest point in 1985, While in 1947-1950 the income incquality at the second
highest, This income inequality makes the poor literally have grown poorer. Indeed,

the highest income families or the having people were far better off. For more



detailed explanation, the writer takes an example of income inequality’s diagram

which show income inequality in 1988,

All families Percentage of
agprepate income
lowest fifth 4.6
Second fifth 10,7
Middle fifih 16,7
Fourth fifth 24.0
Highest fifih 44,0
Highest 5 percent 17.2

Table 1. Source : U_S Bureau of the Cengus. 1989

Current Population Reporis, “Money Income and Poverty Status of Families and
Persons in the United States : 1988” table 5, p. 31

In this table, the total number of American families is divided into five equally sized
groups, ranked from high to low in order of annual family income. The lowest fifth of
families in the United States received 4,6 percent, the next lowest fifth received 10,7
percent, and the highest fifth received 44,0 percent of all income. In other words, the
lowest 20 percent of families received only 4,6 percent of the total income, while the
highest 20 percent of families received 44,0 percent of the total. This table also shows
that the highest 5 percent of families received 17,2 percent of ageregate income, or
over three times the share they would have received under conditions of income
inequality. (Kerbo, 1991:30-31). If income were equally distributed among families,

each group would receive 20 percent of the total - no more and no less.

Eventhough the United Siates continues io the world’'s most powerful
economy in terms of the overall size of GNP, it also has much poverty. For example,

the percentage of population living in poverty reaching a high point ot 22 percent in




1959, before slowly moving down during 1960s and then went up again into 15,2
percent in 1983 (Kerbo, 1991 ; 304),

From the explanation above, we can concluded that there are a close relation
between income inequality and poverty itself. If there is a higher of income
inequality, poverty will more increase, as happened in 1980s,

The cause of economic difficulty itself supported by various factors. Beside of
the condition of nature potention and its processing, there was also the monopoly
practice by several people that could impact to the economic imbalanced. These
things became worsed by the lack of society's professionalism as economic
perpetrator,

Furthermore, the technological chanpe is also contributing in poverty.
Decisions by executives in business and industry to automate or increase
mechanization of their operations in order to increase efficiency and profits have
resulied in the displacement of many workers and have closed opportunities for new
entrants into the labor force, The most affected by technological change are unskilled
and semizkilled workers.

The picture of economic difficulty was portrayed in A Streefcar Named
Desire by Tennessee Williams. The drama depicted how the life pattern of urban
society which is completely unadequated.

They lived in a small flat in & slum area where the sound of passing train can
he heard. The flat has no privacy between rooms, the rooms are relatively dim with

light that seeps through the window from the street, This condition has been
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portrayed by Stanley’s and his friend’s family, such as expressed in the drama as

follows ;

(She gets up and opens the downstairs door. A light goes on behind the biind,
turning it light biue. Blanche slowly follows her inia the downstairs flat. 1he
surrounding areas dim out as the inferior is lighted Two rooms van be
feen....)

(p. 16, scene 1}

Blanche : "Wonderful, honey. I don’t like a bed that gives much. But there’s
no door between the two rooms, and Stankey — will it be decent?”

{p.22, scene 1)

(Owiside, a train approaches. They are silent (il the noise subgides. They are
Boh in the bedroont)

{p. 71. scene 4}

The phenomena of the increase of population in big cities which resulted by
the existence of immigrants has made a rapid growth of new cities. Most of this new
cities have a grievous housing environment which does not fulfilled the health
qualification as well as unpleasant 10 settle. Kross in his book *American Economic
Development' (1966:42) said that the 54 dwelling units in which Americans lived in
the middle of the twentieth century represented a collection of helerogencous
structures accumulated in a century of home development. Among of these houses are

built in suburbia and exurbia after Warld War IL Then, about one-tenth of all

dwelling uniis were is slum or blighted areas.
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portrayed by Stanley’s and his friend’s family, such as expressed in the drama as

follonas ;

(She gets up and opens the downstairs door. A light goes on behind the biind,
turning it light blue. Blanche slowly follows her inia the downstairs flat. 1he
surrounding areas dim out as the inferior is lighted, Two rooms van be
SEEM....)

(p. 16, scene 1}

Blanche : "Waonderful, honey. I don’t like a bed that gives much, But there’s
no door between the two rooms, and Stanley — will it be decent?”

{p.22, scene [

(Owiside, a frain approaches. They are silent fill the noive subsides. They are
both in the bedroom)

{p. 71. scene 4)

The phenomena of the increase of population in big cities which resulted by
the existence of immigrants has made a rapid growth of new cities. Most of this new
cities have a grievous housing environment which does not fulfilled the health
qualification as weil as unpleasant 10 settle. Kross in his book *American Economic
Development’ (1966:42) said that the 5% dwelling units in which Americans lived in
the middle of the twentieth century represented a collection of heterogeneous
structures accumulated in a century of home development. Among of these houses are

built in suburbia and exurbia after World War IL Then, about ene-tenth of all

dwelling uniis were is slum or blighted areas.




During the war time, Stanley worked in the Engincer's Corps and it made
him & competent mechanic, Afler the war is over, he became 2 working class people.

He works on a plant with Mitch, his friend.

Stella : “He's on the precision bench in the sparc paris department. At the
plant Stanley travels for”

{p. 58, scene 3)

He repaired the automobile and all the modem household equipments.

Stella : "Stan? Yes."
Blanche : “Will he be back?”
Stella - “He’s gone 1o get the car greased. Why™"
(. 63. scene. 4)
Stanley . That darn mechanics at Fritz's don't know their ass fr'm”
(p. 73. scene. 4)

They (Stanley and friends) do not required education beyond high school and
they received minimal prestige, hecause the members of this class executed much of
physical works of economic system, This lack of education depicted in the language
that they use in everyday conversations. Eventhough language is not an ahsolute
measure in determining someone’s lack of education but generally the language that
used between educated and less educated people are very different The language that
used by people who have low aducation is full of quaint and impolite words, as we

can see by Steve's utierance.

Steve - “That rutting hunk!”™ (He looks around the...)
Blanche - I must jot that down in my notebook. Ha-ha! I'm compiling




ﬂh notebook of quaint litile words and phrases I've picked up
m'll‘

(. 76. scene 3)

Their economic condition is also unceriainty because they do not have

permanent work. The growth of machine technology makes a reduction in working-

class people or popularly known as the blue-collar (manual labor) jobs and an

inerease in white-collar (jobs in health care, legal aid, tax consulting, etc). So, the

jobs in these capitalist societies, like United Stated, are requiring more and more
skills and education.

Oin the other hand, the people in the middle-class occupations (or white-collar
laborers) have higher income than working-class occupation (o7 blue-collar laborers).
o, it iz not wondered if the working class people becomes the poor (which i
primarily those with limited job skills, inadequate food, substandard housing, low
sducation, inadequate medical care, and others) in this country (United States), This
phenomena was portrayed in Stanley’s salary. His salary was only encugh to buy a
small narrow house without house keeper, Indeed, he can not give a regular
allowance 10 his wife. He prefer 1o walie his family’s finance by himself

Stella & "Stanley doesn't give me & regular allowance, he likes to pay bills
himself, but-this morning he gave me ten dollars to smooth things
QveEr.....

(p. 68, scene 4)

Tt seems that this dwelling condition was contradictory with the meaning of

Elysian fields (the place where the drama takes place) as a Greek Mythology, that 15




the dwelling place of virluous people after death or a state of ideal bliss. So, the

houses in this area should be beautiful just like heaven considering that virtuous
people are the resident of heaven, Moreover, this area should give happiness for its
people not misery. But the fact is most of Elysian’s people &t this time (when the
drama is created) were stricken by poverty.

From the description above, it can be concluded that poverty strikes most of
working class people who have low skilled. Those people do not have enough
education so that they are only used to execute much of physical work. Moreover,
these people are dominated by immigrants who work as low paying labor in industrial
area where for that they do not claimed to have special skill,

This condition is happened because of the frowth of machine technology in an
industrial state which has made a big reduction in manual labor. Thess labors force is
replaced by machine. Following this change is usually an increase in white collar
sector {service jobs), This job (white collar worker) requiring more skill and
education rather than less. As the consequently, income distribution is not equally
distributed among families. The middie class people (white collar workers) will have

a higher income than working class people (blue collar labors).

4.2. The Reflection of Violence Acts o Woman
Behavioral phenomencn of violence act in social reality is very related to the
individual moral problem in society. In drama 4 Streetcar Named Desire, the picture

of violence act is expressed in stercotypical male behavier within society which
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represented through the characters of Stanley and Steve. Tennessee Williams

foregrounds society’s attitudes to masculinity within the text by using techniques
such as dialogue, stage directions, foreshadow, and charscter, Through these
techniques also that the role of women as sidelined sufferers is foregrounded in the
iext

Stanley Kowalsky, Stella’s husband, was a Polandian. He represented a
concrete picture of New Orleans resident at that moment, He was a former army who
became factory worker. He fonded of to get drunk and play poker. If he got angry,
he liked to throw the goods before him or solve the bulb with shoe.

(Stamley stalks fiercely through the portieres info the bedroom. He crosses (o

the small white radio and snatches it off the table. With a showted oath, he
rasses the instrument out the window).

{p. 57. scene. 3)
At that time, Stanley and his friends were playing poker. He got angry when
Rlanche did not grant his request to turn off the radio. With a shouted oath, he threw
the radio out of the window. In another scene, he also did the same thing in front of
his wife : |
Stella : *.. Stanley's always smashed things. Why, on our wedding —night
soon as we came in here - he snatched off one of my slippers and
rushed about the place smashing the light-bulbs with it.
fp. 64. scene, 4)

This absolute control became one particular feature refated to Stanley

position. This almost animalistic notion of dominant male i3 hintzed as soon as the
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play begins. His overall presidency and power are made clear from beginning in the

stage directions,

(..She cries owt in protest...Her husband and his companion have already

{p.14. scene 1)

Stanley did not take notice of his wife’s concern, but instead continued on his
original course, asserting his own destiny, without any thought to the effect it may
have on those around him. It is through actions such as these that Stanley asserts
power, symbolic of the male dominance throughout patriarchal society. He also
gained a sense of self-<importance from this position. It is said that he accepted his
wife's affections with “._lordly composure...” . This is again portrayed in Stanley’s
dialogue. His statement “Be comfortable is my motte”™ (4 Streetcar Named Desire, p.
30, seeme 1) is almost contradictory, considering that he treats the other chm out
of their way, throughout the play. It is through dialogue such as this that audiences
are alerted to the fact that Stanley instrinsically fails to consider the implications his
own needs and wants have on other people. Instead he is the one in control, the only
person invested with power and subsequent command, therefore the only one takan
into consideration. His over powering presented when he played poker with his
friends. Here he made powerful statements, passed judgements on the symbolic

game, and asserted dominance.

Pable : “Why don't somebody go to the Chinaman’s and bring back a load
of chop swey T°
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Stanley : “When I'm losing you want to cat! Ante up! Openers? Openers!
Get yr ass off the table, Mitch. Nothing belongs on a poker table
but cards, chips, and whisky™.

(p. 435-46. scene 3}
It is he who set such rules, allowing no other comment or opinion.
Stanley frequently conducts his violence act to others especially to his wife,
Stella Dubois. His deeds to Stella were not separated from the understanding that man
has an absolute control on woman. For him, women were degraded to mere tags, and
never allowed their own personage. Woman has no business to take the decision for
all problems without the knowledpe of her husband, even in domestic cases.
Everything that told by husband have (o be obeyed and executed by a wife.

Stanley : “. What do you two think you are? A pair of queen? Remember
what Huey Long said — “Every Man is a King!” And | am the king
around here, so don’t forget itl...”

{ . 107, scene 8)

While Stella as 2 woman and wife fulfils society's preconceptions of feminity

perfectly, though from today's perspective they may be considered as
misconceptions. Her character is absolutely passive and has largely domestic role.
From her first appearance in the play, she was found in door, and remained in the
setting for & good deal of the play. She iz also disempowered through the language of
other characters. She was rarely called by her name, and insread. referred to as
“ honey...”, "..baby...", or ", .sweetie...",

Blanche : “Baby, my baby sister]”
{p. 62 scene 4)
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tack of individual identity is one of the hallmarks of feminine power play within
contemporary society,

Stella loves her husband very much. Her dream is to have a happy family. She
wanls to be a pood wife g her husband and a good mother for her children. She
dedicates all of her Jife for the sake of her family. She do all of the household chores

and never cared with her appearance.

Blanche : “You hear me? T sajd stand up! (Seella complies reluctantly) You
messy child, you, you've spilt something on the pretty white lace
collar! About your hair — you ought to have it cut in a feather bob
with your dainty features. Stella, you have a maid, don't you?”

{p-22. scene 1)

The problems above emerged sharply in the mid-twentieth century; a time
when the great social upheaval happenned. The world wars had invested marginalized
groups with sudden power, and for a short time the balance of power between the
genders had shifted and men had once again taken the upper hand. {Literature Classic.
Com).

This shaping of gender relation in advanced industrial society is an
combination between capitalism and patriarchy, The males are like capitalist who
control most of the society’s wealth, prestige, and power. Females are like the
workers, they can acquire valuable resources only by following the command of their
‘bosses’. A patriarchy itself is a form of social organisation in which men hold near-

absolute control over proverty, lineage, and family members, including women and

children,
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Stella was often marginalised physically through various incarnations of male

! violence. Tn scene eight, Stanley responded to Stella’s request to clear the table in the

following way ;

(He hurls a plate to the floor.)
Stanley : “That's how I'll clear the table! (He seizes her arm) Don’t ever talk
that way o me!™,,

{ p. 107. scene 8
Stanley once hit Stella when she was pregnant. [t was the most wicked deed

that Stanley’s done to his wife.

Stella s “Dirunk drunk animal thing, you! (She rushes throwgh o the
poker tabiz) All of you please go home! If any of you have one
spark of decency in you™

Blanche : “Stella, watch out, he's"

{(Staniey charges affer Stella)

Men (feebly) : “Take it easy, Staniey. Easy, fellow. — Let's all ="

Stella : *You lay your hands on me and ["|I
(She backs owt of sight, He advances and disappears, There is
ihe sound of @ blow, Stella eries oul. Blanche screams and runs
into the kitchen. The men rush forward and there is grappling
and cursing. Samethung is overtuned with a crash.)

Blanche  “My sister is going to have a baby!”

(p 57 scene 3)

When Stanley was playing poker with his friends, Blanche came and turncd
an the radio. Her deed made him fed up. As the consequently, he gnatched the radio
off the table and tossed the instrument out of the window, Stella got angry with her
hushand's deed. She knew shat her husband was getting drunk, lost his control and
being a crude man by mature. He usually took it owt on his wife. Stanley who felt

insult by Stella’s words, returned to pursue his wite and brought her into the kitchen.
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There, he began to hit her. Seeing this, Blanche became hysterical. She was abusing
Stanley who beated his pregnant wife.

Stanley’s deeds to his wife was also influenced by his army behavior. Being
an ex-army officer, was used to being in charged. He wanted to be the decision maker
in his family. He wanted Stella to obey him as a husband and the head of family, he
considered his status as a king, No one can order him, He wants to be respected just

liked when he was an army officer,

Stella @ *...You come out with me while Blanche is getting dressed™
Stanley : “Since when do you give me orders?"

{p 37 scene 2)
These various incarnations of male violence was also done by Steve, Stanley’s
friend. He hit his wife, Eunice, just because she was accusing her husband of having
another woman.
Eunice :“I seen you chasing her ‘round the balcony 1'm gonna call the vice
sguad!™
Steve  :* Don't you throw that at me!” _
Funice :“You hit me! 'm gonna call the police!”
(A clatter of alumunium striking a wall is heard, Jollowed by a

man's angry roar, shouts and overiuned furniture. There is a
crash: then a relative hush)

{p. 75. scene 3)
The violence act that done by Stanley was not only felt by his wile. Bianche
Dubois, Stella’s sister, also got the same treatment from Stanley. Blanche thought that

Stanley was an superficial man, slipshod and did not have manner. This kinds of

behavior were reflected in his daily lifestyle :
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Blanche : “._ He stalks through the rooms in his underwear at night. nd 1
have 10 ask him to close the bathroom door.,.”

{ p. 93. scene. o

Blanche : “He acts like an animal, has an animal’s habiis! Eats like one,
moves like one, talks like one! There's even something - sub-
human - something not quite to the stage of humanity yet!Yes,
something — ape-like about him, like one of those pictures I've
seefi in — anthropological studies!...”

( p. 72. scene 4)

While in Stanley’s view, Blanche was a swell woman who lived in the past

fantasy; a time when she felt the glory and the affluence of Dubois family. In which

at the same time, she also felt the collapse of her Family dynasty. At a time her family

was dead, The family's property was gone. Her luxurious house in Bellereve had to
be sold and in a state of going broke she leaved bellereve.

Stella : “Belle Reve? Lost, is it? Nol™
Blanche + = Yeg Stella”

{ p. 26, scene 1)

Elanche : “. L I took the blows in my face and my body! All of those
deaths! The long parade to the graveyard! Father, mother!
Margaret, that dreadful way!......How in hell do you think all
that sickness and dying was paid for? Deain 15 expensive,
Miss Stella! And old Cousin Jessie's right after Margaret’s
hers! Why, the Grim Reaper had put up his tent on our
doorstep!...Stella, Belle Reve was his head quarters! Honey —
that's how it slipped through my fingersl Which of them left
a cent of insurance even? _.."

(p. 26-27. scene 1)
There is such a thing in this state of Louisiana as the Napoleonic code,

according to which whatever belonged to the wife was belonged to the husband and
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vice versa, Using this understanding, Stanley insisted Blanche to give him the

revenue of the house sales. Blanche said that she did not have the money, but Stanley
cid not believe it. With a rough way, he opened all of Blanche’s wardrobe in order to
find any papers or documents which showed that the house had been sold.

Stanley’s effort has no effect. He could not find any evidences showing that
the house had becn sold. Blanche completely removed his dream to dominate
bellereve. It made Stanley more hated Blanche. He assumed that Blanche has
affronted his position as a man,

Later on, to show his power, Stanley raped Blanche just when Stella was
bearing & child. With his cruel deed, Stanley tried to assure people around him that
Blanche has a mental breakdown and has to be brought to mental institution. By this
action, he could covered his deed to Blanche. More than that, he would feel very
happy because his privacy would not be intruded again by the presence of Blanche.

Stamley : © Stell, it's gonna be all night after she goes and after yo've had the

baby. It's gonna be all right again between you and me the way
that it was....”

{p. 09 scene §)

Matron : “..(The doctor comes into the room and she looks at him) Jacket,

Doctor?
Doctor : “Not unless necessary”. (He rakes off his hat and now he becomes

personalized. The unhuman quality goes. His volce is gentle and
regssuring as he crosses to Blanche and crouches in front of her.
As he speaks her name, her terror subsides a little, The lurid
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reflections Jade from the walls, the inhuman cries and noises die
oul and her own hoarse crying is calmed, )

{ g 141, scene. 1)
As explaining before that all of men’s absolute control on woman appeared
when the great social upheaval happenned. This social upheaval was not only had
made the devices of social structure or class structure but also had shifted the balance
of power between the genders in which men had once again taken the upper hand.
Consequently, women were not allowed to execute a defense toward theirselves
before the men,
This condition was petting worsed with the existence of the opinions
regarding of men’s position over the woman at that time. One of these opinion is
displayed by Stanley’s words when he did the emotional abuse to Stefla

Stanley : “._Remember what Huey Long said - Every Man is a King!™ And I
am the king aroud here,,*

ip. 107. scene §)
Every Man i3 @ King is a thinking which was released by a U.S political

figure, Huey P. Long. He was elected as the governor of Louisiana in 1928. Through
dictatorial methods he succea;:ﬁad in obtaining needed states roads, schools, and
hospitals. An attempt to impeach him in 1929 failed. He was elected to the U5 senate
in 1930, Huey P. Long was assasinated in 1935 by Dr. Carl A. Weiss, the son-in-law
of his political opponent. Long wrote (or had written for him) Every mar a king

(1933) and My firsi days in the White House [1933). (The Americana Peoples

Encyclopedia, a.12. 1962:580)
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Such thinking hag become entrenched in New Orleans society at that moment,
The chance to pract

e such pattem of thinking was more widely oppened when
hardness have became a specig] characteristic of the life in that city. In the end, a
strong fanaticism to thie culture, occasionaly,

establishment and a5 his life,

had an effect on the pattern of character

Yet Stella was not affronted by her hushand's actions, and instead remainded
true to the stereotyped submissive female. But not with Blanche. She tried to Oppose
man dominance on woman with afl of her ability that rare possessed by the other
woman,

Stanley’s interference in his wii‘_e affairs, with regard to the Napoleonic code,
was again accepted, and it was very rare to find Stella making a decision for herself
Indeed the only time she did it when she sent Blanche to the mental institute at the
play’s conclusion, and even then she failed to do 50 without the support of others
characters, such as Eunice,

Stella : “What an [ done to my sister? Oh, God, what [ have done to my

Eunice : “fl::t: jnm the right thing, the only thing you could do. She couldn't

stay here; there wasn’t no other place for her to go"
(p. 141. scene 1)

Throughout the play, the women were who must simply accepted the violence
and the injustice in order for life to continue. As Eunice said at the play’s conelusion -

“Lite has got to go on. No matter what happens, you've got to keep on going™f p.

133, scene. 11)

|
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From the description above, it can be concluded that these uncalled for

violence are not merely the consequence of the physical inequality between the

genders but it is an example of male abuse of power and position in order to further
their own dominance. Moreover, all of men's absolute control on woman are

influenced by the existence of some thingkings which is supparted men position over

the woman,

4.3. The Reflection of Moral decline

Moral word derives from latin language that is “mores” which is an ordinary
shape from “mos™ means tradition. The other term sounded ethics origins of Gresk
"Ethos™ by means as character or custom while Indonesian language defines it as
morality (Katu, 2000:17).

While Soekanto (1987) in his dictionary savs that moral conduct 15 a form of
behavior includes the judgements of right and wrong,

In this ease, moral concerning good and bad aspects of man as human being .
Moral field is an area of human life seen from his poodness facet as human being.
So, moral is an interesting thing to be discussed because it bring many influences for
our n;:nndu::-ts development.

If every people aware of their existance as a human being, they must apply on
themselves nomms or ethics. Fthics in this case has a meaning about human conduct
covers the actual life a5 sexual behavior and solidzrity in familys. So, we can say that

& ixial maybe is either a rule of conduet or a standard of evaluation. So, it is
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maybe a requi i
ybe quirement that dnyone m certain circumstances should do, or the norm

maybe a standard of evaluation which we implicitly refer to whether something is
good or bad, desirable or undesirable, worthy or worthless. Finally, we can use moral
NOms a5 a starting point to determine right or wrong of human’s conduct and action,

It is also important to know that moral is resulted t'r::rm culture and the core
of culture in each of socicty is value system that embraced by pertinent society of the
culture concerned. That value system covers the abstract concepts about something
that assumed bad and good, Thereby, it brings out the difference between positive and
negative values. Those values are concretized into norms,

Each society has their own culture and interpretation toward the norms that
appear in their daily life, for example, free sex in the west countries is a common
thing but if it happens in Indonesia hence the society in this country looks it as a
forbidden deed that opposes ethics. As well as with gambling and beverage, if in the
west, they are not considered as prohibited thing se in Indonesia they are prohibited.

But some of the deeds {in west countries) above will assumed as a bad or
negative value if they have exceeded the bounds of decency. It is happen because the
desds have brought negative impacts to its perpetrator or people around the
perpetrator itself. So, it also can be said that free sex, pambling, and beverage are
likely to be treated as moral decline.

Eurthermore, morality in literary work is assessed based on the consideration

of how far the content of the work fulfils or against society’s generally conception

about live obedience which known as ethics,
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In the dramg 4 Hreetcar Named desire the author depicts a lot of friction in
moral value and ethics in society. It can be seen by the life portrait of some figures
who experience moral decline The author assesses that moral decline can caused
socizl imbalances iy s0ciety’s |ife

The biggest moral erisis itself happens in the urban community. The effect of
modernization and globalization have brought society into a behaviour pattern which
deviates from values or nomms that existed in society itself, among such values is
moral value.

From the explanation above, it can be said that moral decline in society
constitutes a special phenomena which is very disturbing for society because the
attitude and behavior that presented have break the orders and the norms, Moral
decline ocours in society caused by some factors such as environmental factor, family
factor and the lack of religious comprehension.

From the reading and observation in play A Streercar Mamed Desire, the
writer found some types of moral decline which was experienced by some figures.
Among these forms of moral decline are prostitution, rape, pambling, and

drunkennes.

4.3.1. Prostitution

Prostitution word derives from latin language “prostituers” means thrust
oncsel® toward in bad things or disgraceful or openly give oneself up to publie

(Dirdjosisworo, 1985:179). In Indonesia this term is recognized with the
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i - . - a
Prostitution” whag i generally

sexual rela;, T £
ons for a fee Prostitution has existed in all civilizatio
times, especially in urhap Hreas.

prostitution as follows -

George Reley Scott (Soedjono, 1985:179) formulates

“A prostitution is an jn
monetary or other wi
part of whole time
course with varioys
to the prostitye™

dividual male or female, who for some kind or reward,
5 or for some from or personal satisfaction, and as a
profession, engages in normal or abnormal sexual inter
petsans, who may be the same sex as, or the opposite sex

From the statement above, we can conclude that the acceptance of oneself

fate in order to gel fee and others to the public according to Reley Scott can be done
by female or male. Commanly, a prostitute is female, but lately there are also many
men who give themselves up to lonely women in order to satisfy their sexuil passion.
This male prostitute is ordinary called as "gigolo”. But for this time, we will only
discuss the female prostitute,

They, the prostitutes, with easily give theirse!f to the philanderer men without
any thought to the effect it may have on the man's household and his life Moreover,
there are prostitutes who entered the prostitution world becawse they was forced by
their husband, Usually, it happens in a family which is stricken by poverty. Apart
from the things above, unconsciously, that prostitutes have debased their selfregard
before the public. They did not have sense of embarrasment anymore because their
heart is fulfilled by passions,

Prostitution destroys the sides of moral education, because it contradicis the

religion norm, ethics and law norm. If in a certain area, sometimes the children and
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the youth have gone to borgir Places, hence for them the principal factor in marriage
that is religion, custom ang law have been destroyed by contemptible enjoyment.
because obviously, among the nien who come to red-light district just for fun are men
who fear to get marricd because they do not have permanent earnings, the husbands
who get no bliss at home and others. As the consequently, marriage institution shall
1o more be considered as holy thing which must be taken care of its honour, From
these phenomenon, we certainly believe that prostitution problem has a big effect to
the moral of society itself

Prostitution happens because of some factors where the factors is devided into
two parts, they are internal and external factors, Among the internal factors are the
big of sexual desire (sexual disorder), the nature of lazy 10 work and the desire to live
in affluence, While for the external factor the most important cause are economic
factor, unorganizated wrbanization, unqualified housing condition, etc.

Tennessee Williams shows this form of prostitution in his drama 4 Streeicar
Named Desire by depicting the character of Blanche Dubais,

Blanche Dubois is # woman which come from a French descent family and a
daughter of plantation owner in Bellereve, Mississipi, a place represents the
important ports with its cotton plantation. Her name derives from French Janguage

‘Dubois’ means ‘forest’ and *Blanche’ which means "white’. So, "Blanche Dubois’

It can be seen from the conversation between Blanche and

means ‘white forest’.

Miteh :
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Mitch  : “Miss Dypojgp

HI i . Bgr ;
anche : “1ts & Frency name. It means woods and Blanche means white, so

two tﬂgﬂiht_:f mean white woods, Like an orchard in spring! You
“an remember it by that

{ p. §4-33, scene.3)
Her status as a middle class woman is reflecied in her appearance and her life

style. She likes aMuence, She always looks glamour and used nice clothes complete

with her expensive pearl jewelries, She always wants to be different than others so the
man will be attracted to her. Even her appearance often contradicts with the situation
where she belongs; She remains to wear sexy clothes, even lives in a slum area
(Elysian Field, her sister place). For her, the enchant beauty and appearance are the
prime thing for a woman.

Blanche dubois is one of woman figure which can be made as the
representation of southern woman. She comes from middle class family who has also
been supplied with good education, It differs her from another women in this drama.
Beside that, Blanche also represents the portrait of modern woman who has accepted
new values through her education without leaving the traditional values of southem
women which is full of elegance.

Blanche is @ woman which has the stand and the different view of life than
most of woman at that moment. She does not want if woman is only considered to be
man’s object; In her opinion, there is should be a parallelism between man and

woman and they should esteeming cach other. Through her education background,

Blanche tries to assure her opinion eapeoially o her sister, Sislia




But inside h - '
7 luxurious appearance and strong personality, actually Blanche is

a brittle i
woman and ean not live alone, She needs an accompany in her life.

In fact 's (whi
n fact, Blanche's (which means “white") life was not as white as her name.

Before she arrived at New Orleans, she had a time ta live in 2 small town called

Laurell. In that town, she worked in a highschool as an English teacher.

Blanche : “Gracious, what lung-power. . T teach high school. In Laurell™.
{p.56. scene 3)

Besides of being a teacher, Blanche had profession as a high class prostitute,
Blanche executed this contemptible deed (prostitution) because of her economic
pressure. Her rich family had been bankrupt One by one of her family is dead
Although bankrupt, Blanche tried to maintain her luxurious life style, For that, she
required a lot of expense to finance her daily necessity and to Tulfill her need in
clothes and expensive accessory. Therefore, she had to sell her plantation and her
family house in Bellereve so she could fulfill all of her need. For her money is
anything. With money, one could buy and did anything he wanted.

Blanche : “Y'know how indifferent [ am to money. | think of money in terms
of what it does for you .."

{p. O7. scene 4)

Elanche realizes that her salary as a teacher is not enough for her living

expenses and to fulfill her need in order to become a perfect woman.
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Blanche : “....Wl:ll. I'll tell
for her living gx

you frankly, A teacher's salary is barely sufficient

penses. | didn't save a ear and so | had
‘0 come here for the summer . » ety

(p. 93. scene &)
Property had pursued people to do everything which is out of norm, The

presence of teacher who became g prostitute among society constitute a picture of

moral value friction and ethic in society, A teacher should become good model for the

pupils. In other hand, teacher as an educator in the society had functioned to assemble
the pupil to be useful people who revered moral values in society. But, how it could
be happened if the teacher's deed had diverged from moral values. Unhappily, these
teachers used economic reason to excuse their unmoral deeds.

Blanche concealed her existence as a prostitute to others. But Stanley, who
hated her verymuch, knew her secret and later he told it to others.

Stanley : “This is after the home-place had slipped through her lily-white
fingers! She moved to the Flamingo! A second-class hotel which
has the advantage of not interfering in the private social life of the
personalities there! The Flamingo is used to all kinds of poing-on.
But even the management of the Flamingo was impressed by
Dame Blanche! In fact they was so impressed by Dame Blanche
that they requested her to turn in her room-key — for pemaanentlyl
This happened a couple of weeks before she showed here”,

e Ykt 1 thoroughly checked on these stonies! Now

Stanley : Enﬁ’l I ﬁnish}:: The trouble with Dame Blanche was that she

couldn’t put on ber act anymore in Laurel! They got wised up

after two or three dates Wim].":' nc S e N1 g 20 B0

on to another, the same old line, same old fact, same old hooey!
But the town was too small for this to go on forever! And as time

went by she became a town character Regarded as not just

different but downright loco - nut”

{p. 99-100. scene 7)

e




s 4

From the ity
Citation above, we could say that Blanche run her profession as

stitute in :
P @ hotel called Flamingo; a hotel which had never involved in private

affair of its dweller. Even the Hotel management was so impressed by her. But after

they knew Blanche’s deed, they chased Blanche of the hotel. And from the citation
above, we could also conclude that Blanche was a high-class prostitute, This kind of
prostitute usually secured her clients through individual referrals by customers or
trusted friends. They conducted the sexual transaction in their own apartment or in
the office, home, or hotel room of her client. They worked independently and
exercise considerable discretion in the choice of clients. They were generally from
rmiddle-class bacgrounds, some have a college education. The succesful of this
prostitute was caused by her physically attractive, well groomed, and articulate, and
could make a pleasant date for those men who could give high payment.

Moreover, Blanche also run her profession as prostitute in an army camp near

Laurel.

Stanley @ ..

E;ndufm the last year or two she has been washed up like poison.

That's why she’s here this summer, visiting royalty, putting on all
this act — because she's practically told by the mayor to get out of
town| Yes, did you know there was an afmy camp ncar I..Eunsl and
your sister's was one of the places called “Out-of-Bounds?

{p. J00. scene 7)

Prostitution phenomenen in military camp is not an unusual thing. The army

.<tence in camp which is far from their couple make their sex activity become
EXISIEN
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impeded. There .

satisfy their sex requirement Without have to break the camp’s rule, that is go out of
the camp.

Indeed, in the United States, prostitution around reilitary’s dormitory has been

arranged and controled in such a manner. Soedjono (1982:107), a sosiolog, explains it

as follows:

“Ciri-ciri tindakan yang lebih dinamis ini adalah dari US Army yang selama
Perang Dunia II, seluruh prostitusi dalam lingkungan asrama tentara dizwasi
dan diatur, serta mengambil tindakan tegas dalam cara-cara pencegahan
penyakit terutama pada para prajurit yang pernah melacur”

Moreover, the phenomena of prostitution in miliotary camp is also supported
by the existence of a thinking which is mushrooming among the army itself. Such
thinking considers that death is certainly blocking the soldiers who go to battlefield.
Therefore, before the death comes, they have to enjoy this live as well as they want.
These soldier will do anything to enjoy this live without care whether their deeds are

out of norms.

ikir vang diakibatkan oleh perang telah menciptakan suatu generasi
:;:LEE Fm.'f- Eg;ﬂumhun terkena infeksi makan-minum dﬂﬂ_ bersenang-
senanglah sepuas hatimu karena esok han kamu 5aiﬁh-&l-:nn mati; s.-.mbnyaq
ini mengantarkan para prajurit berangkat ke Ilapangan I_ntll‘m.n dan memasuki
medan perang dan menimbulkan penyakit perkawinan mendadak dan
hubungan seksual di luar nikah akibat kecamuk perang. Pelacuran menginng
bendera mercka dan wanita-wanita penghibur yang berasal dari Armentieres

tidak pernah ahsen: .......(Hargosewoyo, 1997 ;4000

From the descriptions above, it can be seen that moral friction is not only

happened 4 common society bul it has infectious among officials
ppen aroun

dministration, one of them is military field. The existence of army among sOCIEty
i Ims ’
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we &

has job to protect the cir:
CILES '
ZEN from outside attacks and to stabilize the conditions

around the society fro i
<ty from the unwilling things, for example straightening some form of

rostitution, i :
P But in fact, thepe g & lot of army who come to bordir places; not to

this place b
p ul on the contrary, they make a date with those prostitutes. It
shows how those army have

straighten

lack their moral value. They do things which is
contradictory with their roje in society by break norms and ethics in society itself, .

When Blanche was 16 years old, she married with a young man named Allan.
She loved and praised him very much, Later, she knew that her husband was a
homosexual. So when Allan died, she was shocked and lost her live direction,

Blanche felt that her life was full of loneliness. The people whom she loves
have leaved her. Hence to dissipate her loneliness, she spent her days with a few of
her rich male friends. She once made a trip to Miami during the Christmas holidays
with her male friend, ShepHuntleigh; a man who has oil-wells, all over Texas,

When she became a tescher in Laurel, Blanche was making a date with her

seventeens years old pupil. The boy’s father knew it and report it to the high school
superintendent. Later, because of her embarassing deed, she dismissed from the job.

Stanley : *..They kicked her out of that high school before the spring term
ended — and T hate to tell you the reason that step was taken! A
amntc;n_}ﬂ[-ﬂld tHJ}l'—* she'd gﬂ“ﬂﬂ mixed Up with!

{p. 101, scena 7}

Morcover, in scene 5, Blanche tried to tempt 2 young fellow of newspaper

her coquettish style, she attempted to

seller who came to Stella’s house. With
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L
persuade that \ \ gy L “”#j
7OUTE {ellow to Kiss her. But, before he said anything, Bt}mm_ws =

quickly to him ang kissed him

BIH"EI"E I
* "Young man(He
" : e turns, She fakes , EOSSAmEr Sod,

(stopping him) {ﬁﬂm the trunk and drapesy it abﬂﬂﬁﬂm} d
b= ﬁ-‘;’ ung man clears his throat and looks yearningly at
;"r"[‘d“ﬂli man! Young, young, young man! Has anyone ever
0ld you that youlook like a young Prince out of the
Arabian night? (The Foung Man laughs uncomfortably and
stands like a bashful kid. Blanche speaks saftly to him.)
Well, you do, honey lamb! Come here. [ want to kiss v,
Just once, sofily and sweetly on vour mouth! (Withour

walling for him to accept, she crosses quickly to him and
presses her lip to his.)

{ . 84, scene 3)
From the statements and the citations above, it seems that Blanche has sexual |

disorder. She has an uncontrolled desire of sex especially when she met an attractive

young man. She would do anything to draw attention those young men without any
thought to the effect it may have on those around her. The important is that she could L

release her sexual desire to these young men. This phenomena showed how a

woman's maral had been declined slowly.
Based on the description above, it can be concluded that prostitution had }
declined individual's moral, People tumed into prostitution area in order to escape

from their life problems without care that the deed were both morally and ethically

wrong, Moreover, it scemed that environment and religious factors became tha cause I

of prostitution around SoCicty.
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4.3.2. Rape

Legally, rape

15 defined as sexyal intercourse by a male with a woman other
than his wife, by forces and withoy

consent. Rape can be categorized as sexual
offense because there is violent behavior directed toward a sexual object. By contrast,

the offense is 0ot rape if the fomale consents, eventhough some force is used to

obtain her consent and the consent is reluctantly given. The female will not persumed

to have consented to the act if she is drupged, intoxicated, insane, or insensible, o if
she is intimidated by sufficient threats of force or bodily harm; otherwise she must

resist to the ulmaost,

The author shows this form of rpe in his play 4 Streetcar Named Desire by
depicting the behavior's of the character Stanley Kowalski.

It was described in the play that Stanley hated the existence of his sister in-
law, Blanche, in his house. In his opinion, his privacy was being intruded by the
presence of Blanche, He disliked Blanche’s comparison of her male friends at
Bellereve and him. He viewed Blanche's taste for lwwries as a bad influence to

Stella. Moreover, he felt that Blanche’s presence in their home was just to influence

Stella to leave him.

With various ways, Stanley tried to chase Blanche away from his house, He

cunducted the things that make Blanche felt vncomfortable. Even stanicy bought

Blanche a hus ticket to laurel. But these ways had no effect Instead, it made his
disliked to blanche pro gressively i ased and more culminated when Stella was not
isli nCTe

' by affronting and
: ared out his hatred to blanche
at home, With pleased, Stanley PO




A

abusing her. Even, Stanley a5 tried to rape Blanche

In that time, both Stanley and

Blanche was under the effect of aloqhof

Blanche
Ef:ﬂl'lle:,'
Blanche

Stanley

Blanche

Stanley
Blanche
Stanley
Blanche
Stanley

ui‘;ﬁ;gﬁuk! Don’t you come toward me another stepor ['l] =

s o
: TBome awdil thing will happen! Tt will!"
Al are you putting on now?”
:ET‘&*J" are both inside the bedroom)
. I Wi :.'ﬂ'u: dﬂn"l' I'm j“ d-ﬂngﬂ"l'!"
\He takes another siep. She smashes a botle on the table and
Jaces him, clutching the broken top)
+ “What did you do that for7™
: :‘Eu 1 could twist the broken end in your face!™
: “T'bet you would do that!”
™1 would! | will if you -
:"0Ohl S0 you want some rough-house! All right, let's have
some rough-housze!™
(He springs toward her, overtuming the table, She cries ow
and sirikes at him with the bale top bt he catches her
wirst)
Tiger — tiger! Drop the bottle-top! Drop it! We've had this
date with each other from the beginning!”
(She moans. The bottle-top falls. She sinks to her knees. He
picks up her inert figure and carries her to the bed. The hot
trumpet and drums from the Four Deuces sound loudly)

( p 130, sceme 1)

Blanche tried to depend herself from Stanley’s attack. She recruited all of her

strength to fight Stanley by smashing a bottle on the tabl

to his face. But her effort had no effect. Because all of her efforts could not equal

man"s power.

Waorstly, this raping event happened

hospital. Here, it clearly seen
intention had dominated him. He

his criminal

e and clutching the bottle top

when Stella was bearing her child in the

how Staniey was lack of moral and ethics. Desire and

did not care if at the same time his wile




1

was risking her lifa is chi
10 bear hig child. Besiges thal, he did not carc anymore that he

had done a very eyj
Pable deed, thay g TBping his own sister in
It

law,

i5 true that a Woman who hag had premarital
or oue who

or extramarital sex relations,

i5 or hag been :
A prostitute, does not fit the image of the rape victim as a

i _
1aste, morally upstanding female whe Teserves her body for the “rightful owner™, It

ns if the :
happe woman consents. But if the woman is not consent and there is force

Wi
and violence toward the woman, we could eall it as a rape, and its happened to

Blanche.

In addition, Stanley beared a grudge to Blanche because she always

humiliated him as a man. As we had been discussed in previous topic (The Reflection
of Violence Act to Woman), males have traditionally fund themselves in positions of
power, domination, independence, and self-determination. Woman, on the other hand,
were expected to take subordinate positions and to acquiesce to the decisions and
demands made by men. The world of sexuality was no different. The prevailing
cultural image of maleness supported the idea of men as dominating, powerful, and
active, and as the instigators of sexual interaction; the female was weak, passive, and
submissive. The so-called missionary position in sexual intercourse accentuated this

asymmetrical relationship.
form of violences usually invelving lower class urban

of violence has become a behavioral

Furthermore, some
males and rape as an intraracial offenses
manifestation of a lower-class gubculture of violence, They learn to adopt violence as
legitimate means to seftle dispuies, acquire status and recognition, and bolster self-
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esteem. Indeed, the g, of force

i5
Sl 5 an cceptable alternative to which one can

tum when his goals can g =
feached by other means, IF
1t 50 happens that the goal
he seeks g

15 identi
ntified as a challenge to hig very identity as a male to achieve it is to be

& “real man’; pressure
* 10 secure that goal are considerable, and the likelihood greater

that force will be emploved wheq obstacles are meet Women are perceived as a

challenge to manliness not only because to *have™ g womsn i g b & real man, but

also because it is expected that sexual advances will be met by at least some

resistance, and this must be overcome. A man who can not overcome that resistance

is open to the derision of his peers, especially since prevailing definitions of
womanhood include the idea that females are weak and vulnarable and should be

submissive to the demands of men.

However, the important element in lower-class male-female relationship is not
much the sexual aspect, it seems, but rather the demonstration that the male is indeed

dominant and superior. A man gets what he wants from a woman precisely because

he is a man.

From the statements above, we can conclude that a lot of men who have low

moral standard executed sex offense likes forcible rape to their opposite sex without

heart. This crude treatment and unhumane to woman have hecame a very frightened

symptom which felt by women, Furthermore, fape itself represented norm infraction

isi ward human dignity.
in society. Rape was a form of despising act 0

e o =
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ﬂ-l G’lmh‘lilg

Gambling i ]
ambling is the betting or staking of something of value

of risk and hﬂ'pg of Eﬁin.

with consciousness

0on the outcome of 4 game, a contest, or an uncertain event
the result of which may be determineg by chance or accident or have an unexpected

result by reason of the bettir's miscaleulation. {American People Encyclopedia, v.7,

1968:866). Bloch and Geis in “Man, Crime, and society® (1967:228) states that

gambling, sociologically, represents an invocation of the ethos of luck, which
pervades our society and serves as an essential ingredient in providing continued
motivation for the putative failure.

Since ancient times, gambling was prohibited by most of religions. Koran, as
the holy book of muslim, has prohibited it. Gambling is also denounced by the old
Hindu code. Besides that, more than 2000 years ago the rabbis considered gambling
as a form of robbery and barred gamblers from the witness stand. These sects of
puritanical religions reject gambling because, they thought, of an aversion to the
emotional involvement that comes with playing for stakes of mongy or property.

Presumably, the gambling forms among society was very influcnced by the

materialism and capitalism which emerged since 19th century. The concepts

measured success with material. So that, material riches, such as money, property and

de for Americans. People do compete

other material riches became the standard of pri
ch as possible. They will be proud if others admire all of

can rise just because of material riches they

to rise their properties as mu

their property. Even, one’s social statu=




1

have. That is why, Amerjcqy People’s spirit to seek the
money

is never extinguished,

For that s¢ '
putpose, they do everything like rigkog their property on gambling tables.
For them (zamblers), i

offered by gambling.

Unhappily, gambling breaks the norm whic is prevailed in society. The

appear of various nomm infractions which js done by individual in society is caused by
moral decrease of the individu itself We can see this in gambling, some players may
be able to manipulate the game to serve their own interests or profits; cheating is
possible and reasonably casy in most gambling games,

(fambling games may vary in complexity from betting an the outcome of the
toss of a coin, in which the winner claims the coins, the side of which he correctly
guesses to betting on cards dealt in & game such as Poker. The game of poker, like
most other card games, is a mixtere of chance and strategy. In United States itself,
there are common forms of gambling such as Horce-race betting, Bookmaking,

lotteries, ete. The outcomes of gambling games depend on skill and chance, so that

some players may be able to manipulate the game to serve their own interests. Thus,

knowledge of the game is useful to the poker playet of the horse-race gambler but is

very little use to purchaser of a lottery ticket or to & slot-machine player.

E e kinds of gambling mentioned o, poker is one ind of gamBing
rom

b is displayed by Tenessec Williams in bis pley 4 Streatcar Nomed Deslre. In
Wikch 15 Jdisp

layed by male characters at their free times. This
p

the play, the poker game e

L
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working class men 1
end 10 go places and g things, such as play poker and go

bowling with male fri i
B friends, While female 20 places and dia things, with female friends

o0
Steve : "He: k
. ¥, are we ! M

Stanley : “Sure — at MEF:E}:’I‘. PONBE I

(p. 28 scene T)
Stanley : “Where you been?™
Stella : “Blanche and [ took ina show,,."

{p.47. scene 3)

Poker is a card game or, more properly, a family of card games. Although it
played throughout the world, it had been a greatest popularity in North America and
at one time was known as the national eard game of the United States,

The game was carried to America by the French colonists of Lousiana
territory and spread up the Mississipi to the rest of the country. Poker itsell was first

mentioned in 1829 in the memoirs of Joe Cowell, a touring English actor. Poker

undoubtedly received its first great impetus during the Civil War, when the game was

much played among soldiers in both sides. So its not wondering if poker became a

familiar card game in South of America, include of Mew QOrleans city as the Sﬁ-ﬂi.ﬂg of

the play. |
This game (poker) is dull or nearly meaningless without the accompanying
betting activity and is rarely played unless wagering occurs. 5o that poker &
mng ¥ - n
ally a game of mone¥ management and is practically never played except for
czzentially 4

y :
; te game in which there are one or more
h deal is & scpard

purposes of gambling. Eac
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betting intervals, In each i,
lerval one pla
yer,

_ 45 designated by the rules of the variant
being played, has the privilege o obligation of oo i -
opening, or

player and each player | making the first bet. This
YET In tum after him mug Place in the pot (which is the aggregate

f all bets and
0 antes made on the deal) & nunser of chips (representing money, for

hich Poker i Invari
o er 15 2lmost invariably playeq) Players try either to win the pot or to get

out as cheaply as possible if they can not win it There are one or more rounds of
betting. At the conclusion of the Jast round, the players who have remained show
their hands. All money in the pot, including the bets made by players who dropped
out after an earlier round, is taken by the player with the best hand or, in some forms
of the game, devided among several hands. In scene three of the play, we can see the

erhonological of Poker game which is played by Stanley, Pablo, Steve and Mitch.

Steve + = Anything wild this deal?”

Pablo s “Ome-eyed jacks are wild”

Steve + *(iive me two cards”

Pablo : “You, Mitch?"

Mitch : "l'l‘l’l IZILIT"

Pablo : “One” i}

Mitch : “Anyone want 8 5

Sta + “Yeah, me" . . .

Patﬁ::ey + “Why don’t somebody go o lhf Chinaman's and bring back a
load of chop suey ™"

n want o cat! Anle upr ﬂp-eners?

i I"m losing yoO : |

ro . Whi.:s! Gety'r aES» off the table, M:u:tj. NDEU“E belongs on
a poker table but cards, chips |'md wﬂsk:}-
Mitch . “Kind of on :.::ur high horse, ain't you!
Stanley : “How rﬂanyhl'i' L
Steve i ‘*g:]w:;nm three
Stanle : “Cne : - so0a”
Bablo | +-What've you 801
Steve : “Spade ’
His




(dealing a hand) EYeN card sty » i

(p. 46-47. scene 3)

Poker has two maj
aIn branches: closed (Straight or Draw) poker. in which each

player’s full hand remains concealed until the showdown, and open (Stud) poker, in

which some but not all of 5 Player's cards are dealt or tumed face up. From Steve

utterance, we can see that they play seven card stud poker; Seven card stud was
popular variant of stud poker, each player is dealt two hole cards and a face up card,
followed by & betting interval; then three more face up cards and one final face —
down card, each followed by a betting interval,
For many years poker was considered to be a game for men only, but by the .
mid 20-th century it was often played by women although draw and stud poker
remain classic men’s games. So, it was not wondering if Blanche who seen the poker i
game wanted to join the same. However, her request was refused by Stanley.
Blanche  : “Poker is so fascinating. Could I kibitz?

Stanley . “Yau could not. Why don’t you women go up and sit with

E TH -
Eunice! -

This phenomena depicted how moral friction had happened in society.

nsidered to be & game for a men any
gambling tables. The gleaming of material had

more. A lot of women
Gambling was not co

joined to risk their property in the

fure as a woma, they did not foel ashame to use tricky
rnd .

made them forget the

me the characteristic of gambling itsell.

ways, such as cheating, which bec2

&7




4.3'#'1- Dr“ “kﬂnml

for workers, Peopl i
Pl are drunk in the expectation of reducing feelings or tension,

relieving: eclings: of antiety. wnd conversely, obtaining feelings of gaiety and

exhilaration. A sufficient amount of alcohol usually will serve the desired purpose.
In the United States, where nearly one-third of adults are abstainers, the betier
educated and the economically advantaged are more likely to be drinkers than the
poor, though, among the poor who do drink, the proportions of heavy drinkers are '
higher, There is also a variety of patiems, customs, and attitudes in United States
drinking attitude. The New Encyclopedia Britannica (vol.1, 1973:44) expalins that

United States drinking patterns are a conglomerate of customs brought over by |

repeated waves of immigrants from different places and of diverse ethnic stocks,

modified over time by intermixture, economic circumstances, political developments,

and the emergence of some indigeneous ways. Kenneth J. Neubeck in his book

were hom outside the
‘Social Problems’ (1979:499) says that persons whose father

kely to be drinkers than th
gups, the irish, Italians, Poles, and Russians

. ose with native-borm fathers.
United States are more li

Among the various American cthnic gr

grinkers. Persons of English and Seottish origing, on the
rinker:

have a high proportion of

other hand, are much likely to be aBSIEINEE™
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specifically ethyl aleohg) Alcohal:
: lic beverages ;
BES ingl

beverage containing alcohol,

: ude wines, beers and spirits
Wines are fermented from the s ) and spirits.
i or

; mies (most commonly grapes),
from various plants or ¥ grapes)

ied E , "oney, and even from milk. Beers arc
fermen om grains after the starch in them is fiest converted to sugar. Spirits are

distilled 1rom wines or beers. Among drinkers, beer tends to be the preferred drink of

men and to a lesser extent, of unskilled and blus-coflas workers, Spirit are preferred

by middle and upper class drinkers and by women especially in the form of mixed '

drinks such as cocktails.

Alcohol is often used for medicinal and therapeutic purposes. Whiskey is
popular for treating colds and snake-bites, brandy for treating faintness, wine for
blood building, beer for lactation, and any alcoholic beverage for treating
sleeplessness or overexcitement. But alcohol can be said as a safe drug if it is used in
a proper amount. On the contrary, over-drinking of alcohol would make one becomcs

tipsy, manifestly be in appropriate and disapproved. Drunkenness then becomes a

} ' or continued
~ culturally negative, an alien and rejected behavior, It causes repeated

i mental, If it so
harm to drinker and other people. The harm may be physical or

; , mofe Wron
happens, alcohol or drinking is Vi witgs haoalul than beeciiort, 4 :

than right.

T Williams portrays drunkenness problem in his play A Streetcar
ennessee Wi

; % disorder which 15
chronie helavioral
m“mjndﬁ as i@

: icts d :
Named Desire. He depic * sioobol 0 the detriment of physical and

0 .t
manifested by undue preoccupation Wi
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mental health,

- . | it may not be
to the point icati
carricd point of intoxication) ang by self.destructive attitude in dealing with

tell s
Stella ;ﬂ ﬂ.l"!-mmg k — drumk — grimal thing you! (She rushes through
poker table) All of you — please go home! If any of
Blanche (wildh) }’Eﬂs mhiw un-»:ﬂ;p&rk of decency in you —*
. a, watch out, he's — .
Men (feebly) (Stanley charges afier Stella)

: “Take it easy stanley, easy, fellow. — Let's all -

Stella : “_"fml lay your hands on me and 'l - *

(She backs out of sight. He advances and disappears. There s a sound of the
blow. Stella cries owl. Blanche screams and runs into the kitchen. The men

rush jorward and there is grappling and cursing. Something is overiurned
with a crash.)

(p. 37, scene 3)

In the scene above, Stanley was playing poker and drinking beer with his
friends. Stella knew that her husband was getiing drunk so she reprimanded Stanley
i front of his friends. But the consumption of fuge quantities of beer apparently had

evoked different states of feeling and cven an increased of anxiely or [Ens0n In

y . in the
Stanley self. He loss control. With unconsciously, he hit Stella when they were In

itehen, When aware, Stanley asked his friend abott what he had conducted to Stella
1 . en a .

i . Stanley re his
His friend explained that he had heated his wife 5o that she gone. Stanley regreted

and asked het forgiveness. He promised fo Stella that

deed. He went to look for Stella

he would quit his poker parties.

1]

In other chanee, stil

his sister in-law, Blanche.
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ir family members.
their family The drunkard do bad things which is not appropeiate with

oral NOTINS in socie ' i
- ty, such as beating, raping, stealing, or even killing. This is

proved in American People Encyclopedia: By a study of 102 sex offenders at Sing-
ging prison in Mew York State, it was found, in more than half the cases studied, that
alcohol was associated with or was a percipitating factor in the crimes commitied.
(The Americana People and Encyclopedia, a.1, 1968:311)

Moreover, in the post-Prohibition and post World War 1l era, several changes
in United States drinking practices and attitudes have been observed and confirmed
by formal systematic studies. The proportion of abstainers have declined, especially
among women. [n recent years, approximately 77 percent of adult men and 60 percent
of adult women are drinkers. (The New Encyclopedia Britannics, vol.1, 1973:44). 1t

chows that more women than ever are drinking Now, drinking is not considered a

predominantly as male activity anymaore.

or heavy users of
However, men are more fikely than woman 1o be moderate vy

gponsored surveys. 14
women do 50- But in particular, observers have

percent of adult men dnnk
alcoholic. According to federally

heavily, while only 3 percent of adult

i into contact with
inted the increasing numbers of women who are COMInNg
A ication that more Womenar® drinking heavily.
jca

. : an in
alcoholism treatment Apencies s




079:498). The |
mﬂl.lhﬂl:k* 1 izhest Percents
E‘E ﬂflinnkem am
0ng males §

13 found in the
ity to thirty-nine age group, and among females is is those ged eigh
aged eighteen to twenty-
<ine. Heavy drinking is also correlated wity ige. Males aged
i

eighieen o twenty-nine

the ages are thinty to thirty-nine. These
phosomenon. describe. through the female snd mals drinkers characters in' his play.

For example, the character of Blanche whose age was thirty years as a heavy drinker

female. While & heavy drinker male portrayed by the character Stanley whose age

was about twenty-eight or thirty vears.

It is few hours later that night.

Blanche has been drinking fairly steadily since Mitch lgff...As the drinking
and packing went on, a mood of hysterical exhilaration come into her and she
has decked herself out in a somewhat soiled and crumpled white satin evening
gown and a pair of scuffed sitver sligpers with brilliants set in their heels.

(p. 122, scene 10)
A woman should display many feminine qualities, such as canng and

understanding. But though Rlanche has these gualities, she also has masculing

features, One such attribute is her reliance on alcohol. She is found drinking from the

he said, “Now don’t get
first moment she set foot ingide her sister's house, and yet 8

: st all shaken up and has
i : ’ to a drunkard, she’s Ju
worried, your sister hasn't purned 10

tired and dirty!” (p.19, scene 1)

ral decling in society can he clearly seen when

In addition, the existencs of mo

d senior highschool st

dents have tried alcohol. About 57

most of today’s junior an e this case, drinking appears 1o
: drinkers. it

f g:l.'LE are
percent of boys and 43 percent @




the reality, it is not h“FF“f‘fd In society. If Yesterday bars is only fulfilled by men,
this time it is crowded by men and women. Furthermore, the phenomenon of

drunkennes are caused by some factors such as environment, family factor and the
lack of religious comprehension. A child has a big chance to be a drinker just because
he comes from drunkard family. Moreover, much of families do not suply their
children with enough course of religion so that the children easily have deviated
behawvior,

Finally, it can be conclude that all forms of moral decline which are described
in the play, often occur in urban society. It is happened as the effects of

modemization. Modernization in cities has hrought many changes in society's life.

Sometimes the changes are good and sometimes are not. Moral decline which 15
i

adernization. The
displayed in this play is oné example from the bad effects of medern

jtufi anes would not mizke
government effort to suppress gambling. prositution and drunke

yinf;mmdt‘rmmmwlmn:nf

it ma
the condition becomes better. On the contrary

ncourage some citizens to do that things and
e, &

gambli tution and drunkenn
ng, prostitution & e s -

cprtai traditi
display the state’s indifferen e e is how to improve the moral of
i ety
oral decling in 509
that, the best way to suppress I

ik ch.
using the religon appeod

individu in society bY
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4.4, The Influence of the Authgrg o,
social view to he
Play

I.ﬁ E
Desire’ treciear Named

It was on december, 1947 thay Tennessee Williams 4 Sireetcor Named Desire
premiered in New York city. Williams spent months for writing and revising the F';aF
and he had three different working titles for it- The Moth, Blanche's chair on the
Moon and The Poker Night which is worked in Chapala, Mexico. Then he moved to
an appartment in French Quarter of New Orleans on St. Peter Street where he could
hear two streetcars rattling by, one named Desire and one named Cemeteries. Then he
changed the setting of his play to New Orleans and he changed the tilte to 4 Streefear
Named Desire.

Through this play, Williams gave his incredible vision of life in the South
America and a series of powerful portraits of the human condition in the sociely by

using everyday objects. He commented on the violence which to him seemed as part

of the human condition. For him, there were always violence forms which were
expressed in all of societics, pﬂﬂicu]aﬂj.' for American seiting.

il itics of the
Furthermore, A Streefcar Named [esire represented Williams eritics

time. His criticims scemed overt, implicd and often

an asociety i New Orleans had produced

South America society at that

harsh, He thought that the condition of urb

hehavior, rough and did not appraise woman. Blanche
avior,

man like Stanley who has gruff

f southern pural WOmEeL, affluent, order and
of s

was also represented the characterisiie

Jifie, Those WOMET reated a5 puppeL The
ife,

ethics coloured their daily

T4

e e i



gentleman attitude. 5 ond respected with

The conditions ' i
above is & symptom which ig caused by the existence of social

sratification in society. This stratification oooyrs because of the differentation in the

jevel of economic, education and occupation in the society.

This stratification had made a big gap toward the saciety's relationship. It
made the interaction between the members of society would not running well as
portrayed through the conflict happened between the characters of Blanche and
Stanley. Stanley who come from poor people, thought that Blanche was a swindler
and swell woman who always proud of her position as a noble descent woman. In
other hand, Blanche thought that Stanley was “a common people’ who did not suit 1o
be her sister husband. It looked like each of them felt better than other. Maoreover, this

encounter defined Stanley and Blanche’s relationship.

Here, Tennessee Williams tried to show his opinion that the conflict between

two differents social class was never end. He thought that lucury having by upper

' iz the wolf at
class people has made them indifferent to other people. For him, lusury 1s the

the door and that the fangs of this wolf are all the little vanities and conceits and

. ienduction). People who
laxities germinated by success (A Strectcal Piwed 2R3

heir position mare wise because they knew where

have this knowledge would face t

the danger is. ¢ brought o the themes that never presented at
In most of his plays, Willie s considered as  1aboo thing.
pecause i

the stages of Americ theatres before
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nsects, ete. For A Streetcar p i
re itsel

gueer themes 50 that he could depict realites e
ety

In this _
n this play, the themes explained above imbued with symbolic meaning of a

strectear named desire. As had been explained before, Tennessce Williams lived in an

appartment in the French quarter of New Orleans where he could hear two streetcars
rattling by, one named Desire and one named Cemeteries. He apparcnily wrote the
play sitting in his balcony, seeing the condition around him and listening o the rattle
of the streetcars. The name of streetcar ‘Desire’ helped Williams brought out the
time and the conditions in the part of the town. In his opinion, New Orleans was &
sown fullfilled by desire. This “desire’ was reflected through the characters in the
play. Stanley was quite the example of desire both controllable as he ruled Stella and

lustful as he desired Blanche, more than that he has desire of material. Blanche was

the example of desire both controlled over men and lived in affluence. While Stella

had desire to live peaceably with her beloved family, Concerning this, Williams had
spoke in an interview: “desire i rooted in & longing for companionship, & releass

widual® i desire led
from the loneliness that haunts every individual®. 52 joneliness and desire prope

ior, just like what had experenced by Stanley and

his characters into extréme behav

il ' -Eﬂﬂhstﬂpunthemamﬂ
1 lso reflected williams desP vision of life
e do with the hifie; one could

is predictabie and routing. The path d!




pever gt back What hefshe continueq 1 joqge 4 youth, thei
b I reputation

an
. On an Essay in The New Yori Times, November 3

1947, he says : “In the
time of your lfe —1ive!™. That time is shog ang i does not

retum again. It is clipping
away while 1 write this and while you read it, the monosyllable of the clock is loss,

Joss, loss, unless you devote your heart to its opposition”. (A Streetcar Named Desire,

introduction).
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CHAPTER v

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

Cmc‘ﬁ“!i[ln
pased on the previous chapters, it can be conclugeq as follows;

1. Play A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams depicts the condition of
urban society in South America. Such conditions are poverty, violence act to
woman and moral decline.

3 The problems, which are described by the author, represent the picture of
society’s life. Those problems are frequently happened amid all of societies.

3. Modemnization as the produce of social and cultural changes have occurmed some
alterations in society’s economic condition, ideology, and in society's behavior
pattermn.

4. The author's social view gives a greal influence to the play, Through the pisy:

o : ot i social life in the South
Tenneszee Williams EIVES has IncTe

different classes will be existed shrougheut the centuries
resistances between Iwo G

and will never end.




guggeste”
g It is interesting to obserye the s0Ciety’s

condition in a literary work
pecause the literary work and the social product can nog e separated from social

calities. For that, the writer hopes that there wil] e another writers who observe
is cbject more deeply by seeing another aspects in the play itself,

The writer considers that the wiiting has not been perfect yet.

gurthermore, the writer hopes that this simple work gives benefit to other writers
u ]

who observe the same object.
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Aﬁjﬂl’lﬂl‘.l

The story revolves in the buildiig at Elysian Fields in the French Quarter of New
Orleans. The play takes place right after World War 11
The Kowalski apartment is in a poor but charming neighborhood, Stella, twenty-
five years old and pregnant, lives with her blue collar husband, Stanley Kowalski.
Blanche Dubois, Stella’s older sister, amives unexpectedly, carrying all that she owns,
Blanche and Stella have a warm reunion. Blanche then explains that she has taken a

jeave of absence from the high school she teaches at so that she could come for a

visit. Blanche also informs Stelia that they have lost BelleReve, the family mansion
that they grew up. Stella expresses her astonishment, and Blanche accuses her of
having abandoned the family home, having left her (Blanche) to strupgle alone. Then
Blanche meets Stanley for the first time and immediately she feels uncomfortable,

Stanley's rough demeanor immediately frightens her.

' lost.
In the following evening, Stella cxpjléfrfs to Stanley that Belle Reve has been

jana’ 1 i belongs to
Stanley points out to Stella that “under L ousiana's Napoleonic Code what BEGTE

= to sec the
the wife belongs to the husband and vice wersa”. For that, he wants
might be trying 10
paperwork which shows the bil of sale. He suspects that Blanche might

estate. He tries convince Stella that Blanche

rr—r— Y he does not fike
sk her wishes in property. Then he tells Blanche that he

sold it to meet her ¥ . |
tanley and Blanche relationship-

10 be swindled, This encounter defines 3




situation grows mgope and
more
I ﬁ | fense, Sianiey in:i!ia]lj.r distrusts Bl he,
hinking that she’s swindied them; the idea is ud; .
ICrous, and

rﬂllﬂ:s Lhﬂ.l. Bla“‘:he 15 hﬂ.‘[d:!!lf ﬂ"l.ﬂ Swi lt_ 7 “ l il
I umosity between the two

never stop. Blanche takes & lang baths, criicizesthe squalor of the apartment, and
imeni,

jrifates Stanley. Stanley’s roughness bothers Blanche; he makes no off
no effort to be

gentle with her. One night, the night when Stanley hosts a poker game, he gets
0o

drunk and beats Stella. The women go up to their upstairs neighbors apartment, but
won Stella returns to Stanley. Blanche is shocked by these events. That night, she

slso meets Miteh, and there is an immediate mutual attraction o

The next day, Stanley overhears Blanche saying teryible things about him. From
the time on, he devoted himself to destruet her.

Blanche has a traumatic experience of her unhappy marriage 10 a young man
when she was quite young. She is disappointed when she finds that her husband she

really loves apparently a deprived man, he isa homosexual man ever since. She keeps

on adventuring for men to release her loneliness.

Stanley looks into Blanche’s pasl Stanley informs Stella that he meet 3 Ml

named Shaw who claims to have met Blanche at & hotel called the flamingo. Stanley

: i k up on it
says this fellow goes in and out of Laurel all the time, 50 he will have check up

50 ll'lfﬂi'ﬂ'l'ﬁ’d that E!Eﬂdﬁ

r with & sevenieen-year old

excludes from the schoel

and clear up any mistake. He is al
oy, Stanley

in which she teaches since che makes affar

also passes the information 10 witch.




Previously it scems that Mitch m;
at Mitch mighy mamy Blanche but after he leamns th
the: truth

all interest. 's bi
he loses On Blanche's birthday, Mitch stands her up. Stanl
. £y pives
to Laurel, St i
ella fights with Stanley over the cruelty of his act

wid-fight, she tells him to take her to the hospital; the baby i
v ¥ IS coming,

glanche a bus ticket

That night, Blanche packs and drinks. Mich armives. He confronts her with
; r with the

stories of her past, and she tells him, in lurid detail, the truth about her escapades |
es in

Laurel. She asks him to marry her, and when he does not, she kicks him out of the
&pmment.

Hours later, Stanley comes home. He too, has had & few drinks. He has dropped
Stella off at the hospital to have a baby, but it won't come until the moming so he has
come for a few hours. Blanche is frightened at the prospect of spending the evening
alone with Stanley. Then Stanley begins to undress in front of her. He puts on the silk
pajamas he wore on his wedding night then rapes her, saying “We have had this date
with each other from the beginning!”

Weeks later, another poker game is being held at the Kowalski apartment

Blanche has suffered a mental hreakdown. A doctor and nurse come and take Blanche

ther men
away to the mental institution. Stella weeps, and Stanley comforts her. The o

continue their pDI{ET game as if nothing has hﬂl-'-'[-'l":lmd.
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