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APPENDICES 

No. Data Features Functions 

1.  You did it.  Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of simple past 

tense in this utterance. 

The use of the standard 

language was to show 

politeness and be formal 

according to the situation. 

2.  Thank you, thank you, thank 

you, thank you, thank you, 

thank you.  

Superpolite 

Forms (5) 

As Lakoff said, 

women must frequently 

use terms such as thank 

you to maintain social 

conventions. At the 

beginning of her speech, 

Oprah said thank you 

repeatedly to the audience 

as a form of politeness 

because she had been 

applauded  when going up 

to the podium to deliver 

her speech.  

3.  Thank You Wallis Annenberg  Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

 

 

Super polite form is 

found in this sentence and 

described by the use of the 

word thank you . Oprah 

thanked Wallis as CEO of 

Annenberg as well as the 

one who had called Oprah 

to come forward. It 

indicated that Oprah 

showed politeness and 

gratitude. 

4.  and a special thank you to 

Dean Willow Bay for inviting 

me here today.  

 

Superpolite 

Forms (2) 

 

Oprah said thank you 

to Willow Bay for inviting 

her to the graduation 

ceremony. Moreover, as a 

form of politeness and 

respect, Oprah called 

Willow Bay by pinning 

her title as dean of USC 

Annenberg. 

5.  and to the parents again I say 

and faculty, family, friends, 

graduates: Good morning. 

Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

To start Oprah‟s 

content of her speech, she 

greeted by saying good 



 
 

 

morning to the audience. 

It is a kind of politeness 

and ethic when starting a 

communication. 

6.  I wanna give a special shout 

out because uhh I was happy 

that Dean Bay invited me, but 

I was gonna be here anyway.  

 

Hedges or 

Fillers (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Empty 

adjectives (1) 

 

 

The fillers uhh in this 

utterance show that Oprah 

needs time to think about 

her following statement. It 

means she wants to give a 

proper word to avoid a 

rude statement. 

 

Hypercorrect grammar 

is also found in this 

utterance. It showed that 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of simple past 

tense. The use of 

hypercorrect grammar was 

mainly to express 

politeness so can avoid 

rude words. 

 

Moreover, this 

utterance also consists of 

an empty adjective that is 

described by the use of the 

word happy. Oprah said 

that she was happy about 

Dean Bay‟s invitation. 

The use of this empty 

adjective shows her 

emotional reaction about 

her happiness because of 

being invited to the event 

by Dean Willow Bay. 

7.  Because one of my lovely 

daughter girls attends the 

Annenberg School of 

Journalism and is getting her 

master's today.  

Empty 

Adjectives 

(1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

The empty adjective 

lovely was used by Oprah  

to show an emotional 

reaction from a mother to 

her daughter. 

 

Furthermore, this 

utterance showed that 

Oprah used standard 

language which was 



 
 

 

indicated by the use of 

correct tenses. Oprah used 

the correct pattern of 

simple present tense and 

present continuous. In 

general, these features 

were used to show 

politeness. 

8.  So I was coming  in whether I 

was speaking or not 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

According to Lakoff, 

women are viewed as 

being the preservers of 

literacy and culture by 

using the standard of 

language.  It can be seen 

from this utterance that 

shows the correct pattern 

of past continuous tense 

which is subject + 

was/were + present 

participle (verb+ing). The 

use of hypercorrect 

grammar can avoid harsh 

language.  

9.  and it was the first year that I 

was looking for smart, bright, 

ahh giving, resilient, kind, 

openhearted girls who had 'it' 

that factor that means that you 

keep going no matter what.  

Hedges or 

Fillers (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (3) 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The fillers uhh in this 

utterance aim to give time 

to Oprah to consider the 

following word that will 

best relate to the 

preceding term. In short, 

the use of fillers in 

Oprah's speech serves to 

give a moment to think in 

order to give a good idea 

or word so as to avoid a 

rude statement.  

 

Moreover, Oprah used 

three different types of 

hypercorrect grammar in 

this utterance. Oprah used 

the correct pattern of past 

continuous. Moreover, the 

use of the word resilient 

which was at the C2 level 

which is the highest level 

show that Oprah is being 



 
 

 

formal by using the proper 

word. In addition, Oprah 

used the  standard form of 

going instead of goin‟. 

Oprah used hypercorrect 

grammar because she 

wanted to be formal and 

polite considering that she 

was giving a speech in the 

formal event. 

 

Emphatic stress is also 

found in this utterance. the 

emphasis on the word it 

refers to the factors 

mentioned by Oprah 

earlier. This emphasis 

aims to clarify and 

convince audiences that 

these factors are 

important. 

10.  
and uhh This was the year 

that I chose everybody 

individually 

Hedges or 

Fillers (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

Oprah‟s use of fillers 

in this sentence, such as 

uhh, indicates that she 

needs some time to 

consider what she will say 

next.  

 

Oprah also used 

hypercorrect grammar 

which is characterized by 

the use of correct patterns 

of simple past tense and 

the use of C2-level words 

which was individually. 

The use of hypercorrect 

grammar is to show 

politeness and respect. 

11.  and I remember her walking 

into the office in a little 

township where we were 

doing nterviews all over South 

Africa  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of correct 

grammar just showed that 

Oprah was placing herself 

in a formal situation 

where it will be more 

polite and respectful if she 

spoke with the 

standardized and correct 



 
 

 

language. 

12.  and she came in and recited a 

poem about her teacher.  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

Being in formal 

situations, Oprah tended 

to use correct tenses to 

show her respect and 

politeness to the audience. 

13.  And when she walked out the 

door I go "that's an 'it' girl, 

Thando Dlomo, I am here to 

say I am so proud of you! 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

Empty 

Adjectives 

(1) 

the word proud is 

followed by the 

intensifiers so which aim 

to emphasize the word 

“proud”. It means that 

Oprah is really proud of 

what Thando Dolomo has 

done in her education. 

 

Moreover, the use of 

the empty adjective  proud 

was to show Oprah‟s  

emotional feeling toward 

her daughter and express 

her admiration because 

she is already at that stage 

of life. 

14.  Long way from the township 

in South Africa and her aunt 

has flown 30 hours to be here 

for this celebration today.  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

is typically used in formal 

situations. Therefore, 

Oprah which was 

delivered a speech in 

formal situations, tend to 

use the correct pattern of 

tenses. It was because she 

respected the unknown 

audiences and showed 

politeness as well. 

15.  Thank you so much. Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

Oprah uttered thank 

you so much to show her 

gratitude to Thando 

Dlomo‟s aunt because she 

has flown many hours just 

to celebrate Thando‟s 

graduation day. 

16.  Everything around us 

including and in particular the 

internet and social media is 

now being used to erode trust 

in our institutions.  

Emphatic 

Stress (2) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

This utterance tells 

about some factors that 

impacting to institutions. 

Oprah emphasized the 

word particular which 



 
 

 

refers to the cause 

(internet and social media) 

and the word erode which 

refers to the effect, to 

attract audiences‟ 

attention so they could 

capture the point of cause 

and the effect. 

 

This utterance also 

consist hypercorect 

grammar feature. Oprah is 

formal, polite and respect 

by using the highest level 

of word which is erode. It 

is because the formal 

situation when she 

delivered the speech. 

17.  Interfere in our elections  Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The use of emphatic 

stress is to strengthen the 

utterance so the audiences 

can pay attention and take 

the point of the utterance. 

18.  and wreak havoc on our 

infrastructure. 
Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah emphasize the 

word havoc to assure the 

audience about the point 

of the utterance. 

19.  It hands advertisers a map to 

our deepest desires. 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Delivering a speech in 

formal situation requires 

the speaker to speak 

formally and that was 

Oprah did. In order to 

speak formally, Oprah 

used the correct pattern of 

verb. This utterance 

showed that Oprah use the 

correct pattern of simple 

present tense. The use of 

this hypercorrect grammar 

is to show respectful and 

politeness to the audience. 

20.  It enables  misinformation to 

run rampant,  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

This utterance showed 

the correct pattern of 

simple present tense. 

Oprah used the correct 

grammar because 



 
 

 

considering the situation 

which formal situation so 

she need to be formal dan 

polite. 

21.  and false stories from phony 

sites 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah tend to 

emphasize her utterance 

when she need to attract 

the audience to pay 

attention on the point of 

the utterance. 

22.  to run circles around major 

news outlets.  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used words that 

are more formal and 

standard due to the 

situation she delivered her 

speech. 

23.  We have literally walked into 

traffic while staring at our 

phones.   

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

used to show politeness by 

using standard form of 

language. This utterance 

consist hypercorrect 

grammar which 

characterized by the use of 

correct pattern of present 

perfect tense. 

 

This utterance also 

consist of intensifiers. The 

use of intensifiers literally 

is to modify the word 

walked. It indicates that 

Oprah wanted to convince 

the audience about what 

she said. 

 

Similarly, Oprah 

emphasize the word 

walked to strengthening 

her utterances. Oprah 

wanted to make the point 

clear so the audience can 

capture the meaning of her 

utterance. 

24.  Many of your parents are 

probably taking you 

somewhere really special for 

dinner tonight 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Intensifiers 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of present 

continuous which is S+to 

be+present participle. It 



 
 

 

(1) 

 

Empty 

Adjectives 

(1) 

implies that Oprah respect 

aand show politeness due 

to the fact that she was in 

formal speech. 

 

The intensifiers really 

is to modify the word 

special. Oprah wanted to 

emphasize the word 

special which means it is 

not just special but really 

special. 

 

Oprah used the empty 

adjective special to 

express her emotional 

reaction. She wanted to 

tell that the dinner is not 

just an ordinary dinner but 

more than that. 

25.  Now that I've presented some 

of the bad news, the good 

news is that there really is a 

solution  

Intensifiers 

(1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used intensifiers 

and emphatic stress to 

emphasize her utterance in 

order to assure the 

audience.  

26.  because you will 

become(simple future 

s+will+vbase) the new 

editorial gatekeepers, an 

ambitious army of truth-

seekers who will arm 

yourselves with the 

intelligence, with the insight 

and the facts necessary to 

strike down deceit. 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

typically used in formal 

situation and because 

Oprah delivered her 

speech in formal situation, 

she used the standard form 

which is correct pattern of 

simple future tense. The 

use of standard form is to 

show polite and respect to 

the audience. 

 

Moreover, this 

utterance consist of 

emphatic stress feature. 

Oprah emphasize the 

word facts to sthrengten 

the utterance so the 

audience can take it 

seriously. 

27.  Because you can push back  Emphatic Oprah emphasize the 



 
 

 

Stress (1) phrase push back to attract 

audience‟s attention so 

they can understand that 

that phrase is the point of 

the utterance. 

28.  and you can answer false 

narratives with real 

information and you can set 

the record straight 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

 

 

Oprah used standard 

word due to the formal 

situation she delivered the 

speech. She wanted to be 

polite, formal and respect 

to the audience. 

 

Emphatic stress used 

to strengthen the utterance 

so the audience can get 

the point of the utterance. 

29.  And you also have the ability 

and the power to give a voice 

as Dean Bay was saying to 

people who desperately now 

need to tell their stories and 

have their stories told.  

Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

The use of super polite 

forms to show politeness. 

In order to be polite, 

Oprah add the status as 

Dean when mention 

Willow Bay. So, she was 

just not called Willow Bay 

but Dean Willow Bay.  

 

Furthermore, Oprah 

also used intensifiers 

desperately to emphasize 

the word need. In this 

context, the intensifier 

desperately showed that 

those people really need 

help. Oprah used this 

intensifier to make a 

strong statement so that 

the point of the utterance 

can delivered to the 

audience.  

30.  if you can just capture the 

humanity of the people, of the 

stories that you are telling,  

Intensifiers 

(1) 

The use of the 

intensifier just in this 

utterance modifies the 

word capture to make the 

meaning of thatt word 

stronger so that the 

audience can take the 

point seriously. 



 
 

 

31.  And you could confront your 

bias  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

Oprah used the highest 

level of words in her 

utterance which are the 

word confront and bias to 

show politenes and 

formality during her 

speech in formal occasion. 

32.  and you can build your 

credibility, and hone your 

instincts and compound your 

compassion. 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used standard 

vocabulary because of the 

formal setting in which 

she gave the speech. She 

tried to maintain a sense 

of formality and respect 

for the audience. 

 

Emphatic stress used 

to strengthen the utterance 

so the audience can get 

the point of the utterance. 

33.  You could use your gifts that's 

what you're really here to do 

to illuminate the darkness in 

our world.  

Intensifiers 

(1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used intensifiers 

really to emphasize her 

utterance. Similarly, 

Oprah emphasize the 

word illuminate to make 

the audience assure about 

what she said. 

34.  this is your time to rise Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The use of emphatic 

stress here to convince the 

audience so they can get 

the point of the utterance. 

35.  people are talking about how 

bad things are 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

This utterance consist 

of two kinds of 

hypercorrect grammar. 

The first one is the use of 

the correct pattern of 

present continuous tense. 

The second is the use of 

the word talking about 

which is standard word 

which is in C2 level. 

Hypercorrect grammar is 

used to show politeness 

and respect. 

36.  What I've learned all these 

years is that we're not 

supposed to match it or even 

Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

Emphatic stress is 

found three times in this 

utterance. Oprah used 



 
 

 

get locked into resisting or 

pushing against it. 

emphatic stress to 

strengthen her utterance 

so the audience can get 

the point of the utterance  

37.  and that is how you overcome 

the sniping at one another, the 

trolling, the mean-spirited 

partisanship on both sides of 

the aisle, the divisiveness, the 

injustices and the out-and-out 

hatred. 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used emphatic 

stress to indicate the 

importance of her 

utterance so the audience 

can pay attention to that 

point.  

38.  You use it.  Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of simple present 

tense to indicate that she 

respected and was polite 

to the audience. 

39.  Use this moment to encourage 

you to embolden you and to 

literally push you into the 

rising of your life.  

Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

This utterance contains 

three of emphatic stress 

and an intensifiers. Oprah 

used these emphatic stress 

to convince the audience 

so they can get the point 

of the utterance. Beside, 

Oprah also used 

intensifiers literally to 

strengthen the point of the 

utterance.  

40.  And to borrow a phrase from 

my beloved mentor Maya 

Angelou 'Just like moons and 

like suns with the certainty of 

tides just like the hopes 

springing high you will rise.' 

 

Empty 

adjectives (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used empty 

adjective beloved to 

addressed her mentor, 

Maya Angelou. She 

expressed her emotion and 

feeling to her favorite 

person. 

 

Oprah is being formal 

by using the word 

springing, which is at the 

C2 level, which is the 

highest level. 

41.  and use what you've learned to 

challenge the left, to challenge 

the right and the center.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The emphasis of the 

word use was to convince 

the audience especially 

the graduates that they 

need to literally use what 

they have got in 



 
 

 

university. Oprah 

emphasize the word use to 

attrack graduates‟ 

attention. 

42.  When you see something, you 

say something and you say it 

with the facts and the 

reporting to back it up.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah emphasize the 

word facts to make point 

of her utterance. She 

wanted the audience to 

pay attention to that word 

and understand its point. 

43.  You make the choice every 

day, every single day to 

exemplify honesty because the 

truth, let me tell you 

something about the truth,  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The word exemplify  in 

this utterance contains 

hypercorrect grammar and 

emphatic stress at the 

same time. The emphasis 

of that word was used to 

strengthen the important 

point of the utterance.  

 

In addition, the word 

exemplify also one of the 

word at the highest level 

of C2. The use of this 

hypercorrect grammar was 

to respect the audience by 

using proper and correct 

word. 

44.  the truth exonerates  Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah stressed the 

word exonerates to draw 

attention from the 

audience to the 

significance of what she 

was saying. 

45.  and it convicts.  Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used the 

standard and proper word 

due to her formal speech 

so she need to be formal 

and polite. 

46.  It disinfects and it galvanizes. Emphatic 

Stress (2) 

Oprah employed 

emphatic stress to word 

disinfects and galvanizes 

to emphasize the point of 

her statement so that the 

audience would pay 

attention to it. 

47.  The truth has always been and Hypercorrect This utterance contains 



 
 

 

will always be our shield 

against corruption, our shield 

against greed and despair. 

Grammar (2) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

two features i.e 

hypercorrect grammar and 

emphatic stress. The use 

of hypercorrect grammar 

was to show politeness 

and formality due to the 

formal situasion when she 

delivered her speech. It 

indicated by using the 

correct pattern of present 

perfect and simple future 

tense. 

 

In addition, Oprah 

emphasize the word shiel 

to show the point of the 

utterance so the audience 

could pay attention to it. 

48.  And not only are you here 

USC Annenberg to tell it, to 

write it, to proclaim it, to 

speak it, but to be it. 

Emphatic 

Stress (5) 

Oprah used emphatic 

stress almost in whole 

utterance. It is because 

this utterance contains 

some important word that 

need to be emphasized so 

the graduates could pay 

attention then take it 

seriously. 

49.  Be the truth!   Be the truth! Emphatic 

Stress (4) 

Oprah emphasized all 

the words in this utterance 

even some are stressed 

word by word. Moreover, 

Oprah repeat the phrase 

twice. It means that Oprah 

wanted to strengthen her 

utterance in order to 

convince the graduates 

that it was what they need 

to do. 

50.  And I can tell you I've hosted 

on the Oprah Show for 25 

years, the number one show, 

ahh never missed a day never 

missed a day.  

Hedges or 

fillers (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah used fillers ahh to 

give her time to think for 

the next statement so she 

could delivered the proper 

statement. 

51.  But I was a little intimidated 

coming here because 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Delivering a speech in 

formal speech required 



 
 

 

graduations. uh.... it's tough.  

Hedges or 

fillers (1) 

Oprah to use standard 

form to show her attitude 

and formality. Here, 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of past participle. 

It can be seen from the 

structure of the sentence 

which is s+be (was)+past 

participle. 

 

Moreover, hedges or 

fillers also appeared in 

this utterance. Oprah used 

this fillers to pause for a 

moment to think the next 

idea. It indicated that 

Oprah wanted to avoid a 

rude statement.  

52.  So I'm here to really tell you I 

don't have any new lessons 
Intensifiers 

(1) 

Oprah used the 

intensifiers really to 

modify the word tell to 

convince the audience. It 

means that she really 

wanted to tell. 

53.  but I often think that it's not 

the new lessons,  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used 

hypercorrect grammar to 

indicate the formality and 

respect. She tend to use 

correct pattern of simple 

present tense. 

54.  but so much as it is really 

learning the old ones again 

and again 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

Intensifiers was used 

to emphasize the 

speaker‟s utterance. 

55.  There's gun violence and 

there's climate change and 

systemic racism, economic 

inequality, media bias.  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

Oprah delivered the 

speech in a formal setting, 

therefore she utilized 

standard language. She 

aimed to be formal, polite, 

and respectful of the 

audience. 

56.  the addicted need treatment, 

the Dreamers need protection, 

the prison system needs 

reforming,  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah showed her 

respect and formality by 

using hypercorrect 

grammar such as highest 

vocabulary when gave 

speech in formal event.  



 
 

 

57.  the LGBTQ community needs 

acceptance,  
Emphatic 

Stress  (1) 

Emphatic stress was 

used to ensure that the 

message is received and 

responded by the 

audience. Oprah stressed 

the word acceptance 

because it was the point of 

her utterance.  

58.  the social safety net needs 

saving and the misogyny 

needs to stop.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah stressed the 

phrase need to stop to 

indicate that it was the 

point so the audience 

could pay attention to it. 

59.  it'll cloud your clarity. It‟ll 

compromise your integrity, 

it‟ll lower your standards, it'll 

choke your empathy And 

sooner or later,  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (3) 

Oprah used the three 

terms clarity, integrity and 

empathy, which are 

considered to be of the 

highest level, in her 

speech to demonstrate 

politeness and formality 

during a formal occasion. 

60.  
And I understand how it's so 

easy to become disillusioned, 

so tempting to allow apathy to 

set in. 

Intensifiers 

(2) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of intensifiers 

so in this utterance to 

emphasize Oprah‟s 

utterance. She wanted to 

tell how easy to feel 

disappointed and how 

tempting to be apathy.  

 

In addition, Oprah 

used the word 

disillusioned which was at 

the hightest level of 

vocabulary. In this 

sittuation, Oprah said that 

it is easy to feel 

disappointed. Instead of 

using the word 

disappointed, Oprah 

prefer to use the word 

disillusioned which is in 

the C2 level. It indicate 

that Oprah wanted to use 

the standard form due to 

the situation of the event. 

61.  Because anxiety is broadcast Hypercorrect The use of the correct 



 
 

 

on 157 channels, 24 hours a 

day, all night long.  
Grammar (1) pattern of simple present 

tense showed that Oprah 

was in formal occasion 

that required her to use 

standard form to show 

respectful. 

62.  
But these times,  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah emphasized the 

word these to strengthen 

her utterance that this is 

the time.  

63.  
these times are here to let us 

know  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The emphasis of word 

these to tell the audience 

that this is the time. Oprah 

emphasized that word to 

attract audience‟ attention.  

64.  
that we need to take a stand 

for our right to have hope 

Emphatic 

Stress (6) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah uttered a sentence 

we need to take a stand. 

Oprah uttered this 

sentence by emphasizing 

each word. This indicates 

that the sentence is 

important so the audience 

needs to pay attention to 

the sentence in order to 

get the message of the 

utterance.  

65.  
is gonna follow you 

throughout your life.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

To make sure that the 

audience understood and 

responded to the message, 

Oprah used emphatic 

stress. 

66.  
You put your honor where 

your mouth is.  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used two 

features in this utterance 

i.e hypercorrect grammar 

and emphatic stress. 

Oprah used hypercorrect 

grammar especially the 

correct pattern of simple 

present tense to show 

respect, polite and 

formality during her 

formal speech.  

 

Moreover, Oprah used 

emphatic stress to 



 
 

 

strengthen her utterances 

so the audience could get 

the point of the utterance. 

67.  
Put your honor where your 

mouth is.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah emphasized the 

word honor to make a 

point of her utterance so 

the audience could take it 

seriously. 

68.  
When you give your word, 

keep it, show up, do the work,  

Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah wanted to tell the 

audience especially the 

graduates that when you 

do something, you need to 

keep it, show up and do 

that work. Therefore, 

Oprah stressed the 

importance word such as 

keep, show and do to show 

the point of the utterance. 

69.  and then you‟ll begin to draw 

strength from the 

understanding 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used emphatic 

stress to make sure that 

the message of the 

utterance was delivered to 

the audience. 

70.  the true knowing that history 

is still being written.(present 

continous passive) 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of present 

continuous tense in 

passive voice. She used 

the correct grammar due 

to her speech which was 

in formal event. She 

wanted to show politenes 

and formality. 

71.  
You build a legacy not from 

one thing, but from 

everything.  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

appeared in this utterance. 

Oprah used the word 

legacy which was one of 

the C2-level word in order 

to show formality and 

respect to the audience. 

 

Oprah stressed the 

word everything to 

describe that legacy is 

build from everything you 



 
 

 

touch. She wanted the 

audience to pay attention 

to that point. 

72.  
I remember when I just 

opened my school in 2007 I 

came back and I had the great 

joy of sitting at Maya 

Angelou's table. 

Empty 

adjectives (1) 

The use of the empty 

adjective great in this 

utterance to express 

Oprah‟s emotional 

reaction and feeling about 

sitting at Maya Angelou's 

table. She felt happy about 

that. 

73.  Oh Maya, the Oprah Winfrey 

Leadership Academy that's 

gonna  be my greatest legacy 

Empty 

adjectives (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The empty adjective 

greatest was used as 

admiration of what she 

has done. She opened a 

school called  the Oprah 

Winfrey Leadership 

Academy and it helps 

many girls. She feels 

proud of that legacy. 

 

The word legacy was 

one of the C2-level word 

based on Cambridge 

Dictionary. Oprah used 

standard and proper word 

to show that she respect 

the audience and to 

condition herself who was 

at a formal event. 

74.  I remember she was standing 

at the counter making biscuits 

and she turned,  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The pattern of this 

utterance is s+to be 

(was)+present 

participle+adv. It was kind 

of correct pattern of past 

continuous which used 

when describing an action 

that happening in the past. 

Oprah used this kind of 

hypercorrect grammar due 

to the formal situation 

when she delivered the 

speech. 

75.  'you have no idea what your 

legacy will be.' 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

According to 

Cambridge Dictionary, the 

term legacy was a C2-



 
 

 

level word. Oprah 

positioned herself as a 

speaker at a formal 

occasion by using formal 

language to demonstrate 

her respect for the 

audience. 

76.  I said 'excuse me?  Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

In this utterance‟s 

context, Oprah used the 

phrase excuse me to show 

that she did not agree 

about what Maya Angelou 

said. She expressed her 

disagreement politely 

rather than angrily or 

saying harsh words 

77.  I just opened the school and 

these girls and it's goinna be...' 

And she said 'you have no 

idea what your legacy will be 

because your legacy is every 

life you touch,  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

In order to show 

politeness and formality 

during her speech at a 

formal event, Oprah used 

the word legay, which is 

at the highest level. 

 

Moreover, Oprah 

stressed the word every. In 

this context, Oprah 

wanted to tell that our 

legacy is from everything 

we touch in life. She 

emphasized that word so 

the audience could pay 

attention to that word. 

78.  And it's true you can't 

personally stop anybody from 

walking into a school with an 

assault rifle, nor can you 

singlehandedly ensure that 

your mothers and your 

grandmothers fought so hard 

for will be preserved for the 

daughters  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

Oprah used the highest 

level vocabulary i.e 

assault in her utterance. 

She used it because she 

wanted to be formal and 

educated during her 

speech in formal occasion. 

In this utterance, 

Oprah also used 

intensifiers. The word so 

was to modify the word 

hard. She used intensifiers 

so to express her 

emotional message which 



 
 

 

described how hard the 

mother and grandmother 

fought for the daughters. 

79.  what gridlock could we 

eradicate  
Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Emphatic stress was 

used to reinforce the point 

of the utterance. 

Hypercorrect grammar 

was used to show 

politeness. It can be 

indicate by using the 

correct word that 

appropiate in formal 

situation. 

80.  if we were to join forces and 

work together in service of 

something greater than 

ourselves?  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used the highest 

level of vocabulary to 

show politeness due to her 

situation when delivered 

the speech which was in 

formal event. 

81.  you know my deepest 

satisfaction  
Empty 

adjectives (1) 

The empty adjective 

deepest was used to 

express Oprah‟s emotional 

reaction about how deep 

her satisfaction. 

82.  and my biggest rewards have 

come from exactly that. 
Empty 

adjectives (1) 

Oprah used the word 

biggest to modify the 

word rewards to express 

how big her reward. This 

indirectly showed that she 

admired herself because 

of the reward. 

83.  there are rumors from my last 

big speech have finally died 

down, 

Empty 

adjectives (1) 

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of the empty 

adjective big was to 

described the situation of 

the speech. It showed 

Oprah‟s admiration of her 

big speech. 

The use of 

hypercorrect grammar 

died down was to 

indicated that Oprah used 

correct vocabulary when 

delivering a formal speech 

due to the audience which 

was unknown, so it was 

necessary to be polite and 



 
 

 

respectful. 

84.  Vote! Vote! Vote!  Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

Oprah used emphatic 

stress in this utterance. It 

can be seen from the 

emphasis of each word 

and even repeat it twice. It 

indicated how important 

those words. Oprah 

wanted the audience to 

pay attention to those 

important words. 

85.  Pay attention to what the 

people who claim to represent 

you are doing and saying in 

your name and on your behalf. 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Emphatic stress are 

used to strengthen the 

utterance so that the 

audience could get the 

message of the utterance. 

86.  They represent you and if 

they've not done right by you, 

if their policies are at odds 

with your core beliefs,  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

This utternace contains 

two kinds fo hypercorrect 

grammar. First, the use of 

simple present tense. 

Second, the use of correct 

and standard vocabulary. 

Both were used to show 

politeness which in this 

case, Oprah delivered her 

speech in formal occasion. 

87.  thank you Michelle Obama, Superpolite 

Forms (1) 

As a form of 

superpolite, Oprah 

thanked to Michelle 

Obama. In this case, 

Oprah did not give the 

reason why she thanked to 

Michelle Obama but the 

writer assumed that 

Michelle Obama might 

have done something to 

Oprah so she thanked her. 

88.  we go to the polls Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used simple 

present tense correctly in 

this sentence. It indicated 

that she applied 

hypercorrect grammar in 

her utterance due to her 

speech in formal event. 

89.  People die for that right.  Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

was used to show 



 
 

 

politeness. In this 

utterance, Oprah used 

correct pattern of simple 

past tense. 

90.  They died for that right. I 

think  about it every time  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (2) 

Oprah applied 

hypercorrect grammar in 

this utterance. She used 

the correct tenses which 

were simple past and 

simple present tense. The 

use of hypercorrect 

grammar to show 

politeness especially 

Oprah‟s situation which 

was in formal situation. 

91.  I cast a vote.  Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

This utterance contains 

hypercorrect grammar 

which was the use of 

highest level of 

vocabulary. Oprah used it 

due to her speech in 

formal occasion so she 

need to be polite, formal 

and respect the audience. 

92.  uhh.. before i go, eat a good 

breakfast.  
Hedges or 

fillers (1) 

 

 

Oprah used the filler 

uhh to give her a time to 

think about the next idea 

so she can avoid harsh 

language or give the best 

idea. 

93.  It really pays off. Intensifiers 

(1) 

Oprah's words were 

emphasized by the use of 

intensifiers really. 

94.  Say thank you to people and 

actually really mean it Ask for 

help when you need it  

Intensifiers 

(1) 

Oprah used the 

intensifiers really to 

emphasize the meaning of 

the phrase mean it. It 

indicated that the phrase 

was important so the 

audience could pay 

attention to it. 

95.  Just sit on it really  Intensifiers 

(1) 

The use of the 

intensifier really in this 

utterance was used to 

emphasize the phrase just 

sit on it which was the 



 
 

 

important point of the 

utterance so the audience 

could take it seriously. 

96.  and if you're fighting with 

someone you really love, for 

God's sakes, find your way 

back to them because life is 

short even on our longest 

days.  

Intensifiers 

(1) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

 

 

The intensifiers was 

used to emphasize the 

speaker‟s utterance and 

emotional message. In this 

utterance, Oprah used the 

word really to emphasize 

the point of the utterance 

which refer to the word 

love. 

Emphatic stress was 

used to strengthen the 

utterance. Oprah used 

emphatic stress in the 

phrase for God‟s sakes to 

convince the audience that 

this was important and 

they need to take it 

seriously.  

97.  So do the right thing 

especially when nobody's 

looking.  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The emphasis of the 

word especially to make 

the utterance strong so the 

audience could pay 

attention to it. 

98.  And while I'm at it, do not 

equate money and fame with 

accomplishment and character 

because I can assure you 

based on the thousands of 

people I've interviewed one 

does not automatically follow 

the other.  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of 

hypercorrect grammar to 

show politeness. In this 

utterance, Oprah used 

proper vocabulary in order 

to be polite to the 

audience. 

99.  Something else, Something 

else  you need to know this: 

your job is not always going 

to fulfill you. 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used the word 

going instead of goin‟ 

which was less suitable in 

formal situation. She was 

being polite and formal 

during her speech in 

formal event. 

100.  Other days you may not feel 

like going to work it all,  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah used the word 

going without omitting the 

final sound „g. It indicated 

that Oprah used the 



 
 

 

appropriate word when 

delivering her speech 

which means she tried to 

be formal and polite to the 

audience. 

101.  And remember that your job is 

not who you are, it's just what 

you're doing on the way to 

who you will become. 

Emphatic 

Stress (2) 

Oprah stressed certain 

words in this utterance 

which was the wod job 

and who.  Oprah 

emphasized those words 

to make a point of her 

utterance.  

102.  Every remedial chore, every 

boss who takes credit for your 

ideas, that is going to happen.  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah used the standard 

form of going instead of 

goin‟. Besides, Oprah 

prefer to use going to 

instead of the colloquial 

gonna. The use of these 

hypercorrect grammars 

are because Oprah wanted 

to be formal and polite 

considering that she was 

giving a speech in the 

formal event. 

103.  and the number one lesson I 

could offer you where your 

work is concerned has this 

become so skilled, so vigilant, 

so flat out fan..tastic at what 

you do that your talent cannot 

be dismissed.  

Intensifiers 

(3) 

 

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah used intesifiers 

so to strengthen the 

meaning of the word that 

follows.   

In addition, Oprah also 

used emphatic stress in 

word cannot to make the 

point of her utterance. 

104.  not someone else's imitation 

of you  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of the word 

imitation which was C2-

level vocabulary signified 

that Oprah applied 

hypercorrect grammar in 

this utterances. The use of 

hypercorrect grammar was 

to show politeness and 

formality. 

105.  I was 19 moved to an anchor 

by the time I was 20  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The word anchor, 

based on Cambridge 

dictionary, was at C2-

level vocabulary which 



 
 

 

was the highest level. 

Oprah chose that word 

because she wanted to be 

polite and formal when 

delivering her speech in 

formal occasion. 

106.  and I was just pretending to be 

Barbara Walker Walters  

 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah used the pattern of 

past continuous tense 

which indicated by the 

pattern s+to be+present 

participle. The use of the 

correct pattern of this 

sentence showed 

politeness especially to 

the audience. 

107.  I was just trying to talk like 

Barbara acting like Barbara 

hold my legs like Barbara  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

was used in this utterance 

which indicated by the use 

of correct pattern of past 

continuous. Hypercorrect 

grammar used to show 

politeness. 

108.  ahh and I was on  the air and I 

hadn't read the copy fully and 

I called Canada Canada  

Hedges or 

fillers (1) 

The fillers function in 

this statement is to 

provide time to think 

about the next idea or 

statement to be given to 

the addressee. In short, the 

use of fillers in Oprah's 

speech serves to give a 

moment to think in order 

to give a good idea or 

word so as to avoid a rude 

statement. 

109.  and I did(simple past v2) that 

on the air  
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

This utterance contains 

correct pattern of simple 

past which used to show 

that Oprah being polite 

and formal to the 

audience. 

110.  and that little break through 

that little crack that little 

moment that I stopped 

pretending allowed the real 

me to come through  

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The use of 

hypercorrect grammar can 

be seen by the use of 

appropriate vocabulary 

especially when use it in 



 
 

 

formal occasion. It can 

showed that Oprah respect 

the audience. 

111.  you will do that through your 

work in your art through your 

relationships in your love 

Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Oprah used the correct 

pattern of future tense in 

this utterance. The use of 

correct tense showed that 

Oprah respected the 

audience by using correct 

grammar. 

112.  I hope that when you go you 

go all in  
Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Emphatic stress was 

used to strengthen the 

meaning of the utterance 

so the audience can 

received the meaning of 

the utterance 

appropriately. 

113.  and that your education helps 

you to walk that road with an 

open discerning mind  

Emphatic 

Stress (2) 

The use of emphatic 

stress in certain word was 

to attract audience‟s 

attention that those words 

were important. 

114.  discernment is what we're 

missing  
Emphatic 

Stress (2) 

The emphasis of the 

word discernment 

indicated that it was the 

important word. Oprah 

emphasized that word to 

strengthen her utterance. 

115.  and that privilege obligates 

you to use what you've 

learned to lend a hand to 

somebody who doesn't get to 

be here 

Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

Oprah stressed certain 

words in this utterance to 

make point of the 

utterance so the audience 

could pay attention to 

those words. 

116.  so I hold you in the light  

 
Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

Hypercorrect grammar 

was used to show 

politeness and Oprah 

applied it in her formal 

speech by using the 

correct pattern of simple 

present tense. 

117.  I wish you guts,  Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

Oprah emphasize the 

word guts to show that it 

was important and need to 

be noticed. 



 
 

 

118.  every great decision I've ever 

made I trusted my gut  
Empty 

adjectives (1) 

The use of empty 

adjective in this utterance 

was to express admiration 

for what Oprah has done. 

Oprah used empty 

adjective great to express 

that she had done a good 

job when making a 

decision.  

119.  and goodnesss Hypercorrect 

Grammar (1) 

The word goodness 

was one of the C2-level of 

word so it was appropriate 

to applied in formal 

speech. 

120.  I wish you purpose and the 

passion that goes along with 

that purpose  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

In order for the 

audience to understand the 

meaning of the speech 

correctly, emphatic stress 

was utilized to strengthen 

the meaning of the 

sentence. 

121.  and here's what I really hope  Intensifiers 

(1) 

This utterance was 

about her hope for the 

graduates. The use of 

intensifier really here is to 

emphasize the word hope. 

It indicated that Oprah has 

high hopes for the 

graduates. Besides, the 

use of intensifier really 

was also to strengthen her 

statement in order to 

attract audience's attention 

especially the graduates so 

they would take it 

seriously.  

122.  you have to connect to people 

exactly where they are not 

where you are but where they 

are  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

In this utterance, 

Oprah wanted to tell that 

they were the one who 

need to be taken care of, 

therefore Oprah 

emphasized it so the 

audience know that was 

important point. 

123.  and I hope you shake things 

up 
Emphatic 

Stress (3) 

In order to assure the 

audience, Oprah stressed 



 
 

 

the phrase shake things up 

even she stressed the word 

one by one. 

124.  and when the time comes to 

bet on yourself I hope you 

Double Down,  

Emphatic 

Stress (1) 

The use of emphatic 

stress helped the audience 

to understand the meaning 

of the speech by 

strengthening the meaning 

of the sentence. 

125.  I hope you always know how 

happy and how incredibly 

relieved everybody is in this 

room that you've made it to 

this place at this time on this 

gorgeous day 

Empty 

adjectives (3) 

 

Intensifiers 

(1) 

All of these empty 

adjectives were showed 

Oprah‟s emotional 

reaction to being in this 

happy and gorgeous day. 

In addition, Oprah 

emphasized the word 

incredibly to show how 

relieved everybody on that 

day because they have 

graduated. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


