THE LOVE BETRAYAL OF EDNA PONTELLIER IN
THE AWAKENING BY KATE CHOPIN

=K
=2Z NN

\INNERSITAS HASANUDpyy

A THESIS

Submitted to the Faculty of Cultural Sciences Hasanuddin University
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements to Obtain Sarjana Degree
in English Literature Study Program

NATALIA WIJAYA SUSANTO
F041191039

ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES
HASANUDDIN UNIVERSITY
MAKASSAR
2023



ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCE
HASANUDDIN UNIVERSITY

APPROVAL FORM

With reference to the letter of the dean of Faculty of Cultural Sciences Hasanuddin
University No.527/UN4.9.1/KEP/2022 regarding supervision, we hereby confirm
to approve the undergraduate thesis draft by Natalia Wijaya Susanto
(F041191039) to be examined at the English Literature Study Program of Faculty

of Cultural Sciences.
Makassar, 15™ May 2023
Approved by
First Supervisor Second Supervisor
Dra. Herawaty Abbas, ML.A., Ph.D Andi Inayah Soraya, S.S.,
M.Hum.
NIP. 196301031988032003 NIP. 198912272015042002

Approved by the Execution of Thesis Examination by
The Thesis Organizing Committees

On Behalf of Dean
Head of English Literature Study Program

o
Dra. Nasmilah, M.Hum, Ph.D
NIP. 196311031988112001




ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCE
HASANUDDIN UNIVERSITY

DECLARATION

The thesis by Natalia Wijaya Susanto (F041191039) entitled The Love Betrayal of
Edna Pontellier in The Awakening by Kate Chopin has been revised as advised
during the examination on 26 May 2023,> and is approved by the Board of

Undergraduate Thesis Eﬁ;aminers:

1. Prof. Drs. Burhanuddin Arafah, MHum, Ph.D Examiner I é,—_g.?,

2. Rezky Ramadhani, S.S., M.Litt Examiner L=
¢



LEGITIMATION
THESIS
THE LOVE BETRAYAL OF EDNA PONTELLIER IN THE AWAKENING
BY KATE CHOPIN
BY
NATALIA WIJAYA SUSANTO

Student ID Number: F041191039

It has been examined before the Board of Thesis Examination on 26 May 2023

and is declared to have fulfilled the requirements.

Approved By
Board of Supervisors
Chairman Secretary
Dra. Herawaty Abbas. ML.A.. Ph.D Andi Inayah Soraya, S.S..
M.Hum.
NIP. 196301031988032003 NIP. 198912272015042002

D ool \ap\ulty of Cultural Sciences  Head of English Literature Study Program
\\,\'&B%Emgg " _gidin University

Dra. Nasmilah, M.Hum. Ph.D
NIP. 196311031988112001




ENGLISH LITERATURE STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF CULTURAL SCIENCES

HASANUDDIN UNIVERSITY

AGREEMENT
On, 26" May 2023, the Board of Thesis Examination has kindly approved a thesis
by Natalia Wijaya Susanto (F041191039) entitled “The Lovel Betrayal of Edna
Pontellier in The Awakening by Kate Chopin” submitted in fulfillment one of
the requirements to obtain Sarjana Sastra (S.S.) Degree in English Literature Study

Program, Faculty of Cultural Sciences, Hasanuddin University.

Makassar, 26® May 2023
BOARD OF THESIS EXAMINATION
1. Dra. Herawaty Abbas, M.A., Ph.D Chairperson E{

2. Andi Inayah Soraya, S.S., M.Hum. Secretary (.
3. Prof. Drs. Burhanuddin Arafah, M.Hum., Ph. D  Examiner I Q... T~ \‘
4. Rezky Ramadhani, S.S., M.Litt Examiner II i "
5. Dra. Herawaty Abbas, M.A., Ph.D Supervisor [ (.Mk........

6. Andi Inayah Soraya, S.S., M.Hum. Supervisor 1T ( eaviias



STATEMENT LETTER OF AUTHENTICITY

I, the undersigned,

Name : Natalia Wijaya Susanto
ID Number :F041191039
Department  : English Literature

Hereby, the writer declares that this thesis entitled:

The Love Betrayal of Edna Pontellier in The Awakening by
Kate Chopin

is written by herself. This thesis does not contain any materials which have been
published by other people, and it does not cite other people’s ideas expect the

quotations and references.

If in the future it is proven that there is a part or all of the contents of this thesis are

plagiarized, the author is willing to accept the sanction for her action.

Makassar, 26™ May 2023

The undersigned,

Tkot) 8
.Ylll

MET,

& w&m.

- B7AKX477459062 4

Natalia Wijaya Susanto

NIM. F041191039

Vi



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First and foremost, the writer would like to express the deepest gratefulness
to The Almighty Jesus Christ for His blessings and wisdom so that the writer is

able to finish the thesis.

Secondly, words cannot express the gratitude of the writer to her
supervisors, Dra. Herawaty Abbas, M.A., Ph.D and Andi Inayah Soraya, S.S.,
M.Hum for their valuable ideas, suggestions, and guidance throughout the
completion of this thesis. This endeavor of completing the thesis would not have
been possible without their generous support. High respect and appreciation are
offered to The Head of the English Department and her academic supervisor, Dra.
Nasmilah, M. Hum, Ph. D, the secretary of English Department, Sitti Sahraeny,
S.S., M. App. Ling., and to all English literature lecturers for sharing their
knowledge with the writer. As well for the writer’s examiners, Prof. Burhanuddin
Arafah, M.Hum, Ph.D. and Rezky Ramadhani, S.S., M.Lit. The writer would
like to express her deepest gratitude to The Dean of the Faculty of Cultural

Sciences, Hasanuddin University, Prof. Dr. Akin Duli, MA and his helpful staffs.

Moreover, this thesis is proudly dedicated to her beloved mother, Teng Soe
Kheng, to her father who is watching from heaven, and to her brother, Eky
Wijaya Susanto, for their love, prayers, and supports during her study until now.
To Eliterative’s buddies and to her close friends, Charen, Yolanda, Andrian,
Angelita, Michelle Aurellia, CPW, and Kristina. The writer is very thankful for

their companion and emotional support. Also, to her personal inspiration, Shim

Xii



Jaeyun of ENHYPEN. And lastly, to her human diary and her happy pill, Kevyn

Nael Yohanes.

Finally, the writer would like to apologize for any shortcomings that may
exist in this thesis. Despite the writer’s best efforts, there may be areas where the
work could have been improved or expanded upon. The writer understands that
this is not a perfect piece of work, and there is always room for improvement.
Despite its imperfections, the writer hopes this thesis will be beneficial and provide

valuable insights for the academic community and wider society.

Makassar, 15" May 2023

Natalia Wijaya Susanto

xiii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LI T PP UU PP OTPPP
APPROVAL ...ttt ii
DECLARATION L.ttt et e e sbb e e s snbbe e e e e snbeeas iii
LEGITIMATION L.ttt ettt e et e e st e e e s nnbaeee s iv
AGREEMENT .ottt e sttt e e s st e e s snbbr e e e e snbbeaeeas Y
STATEMENT LETTER. ...ttt vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...ttt saneee s vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ottt e e s snnaeee e iX
AB ST RACT ittt e e e e e e et e e s rr e e e e nrreee e Xi
ABSTRAK .ottt r e e e e arrraa s Xii
CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ...ooiiiiiiiiieiiite ittt e sninee e snnneee s
A Background Of STUAY .......ccovviiiiieie s 1
B Identification Of ProbIems...........cooviiiiiiii 5
C SCOPE OF PrODIEM ..o e 6
D Statement of ProbIemS ..........ocoiiiiiiii 6
E Objectives 0F RESEAICN ........ccviiiiiiiiiee s 6
F SequeNCe OF Chapter .......cccoiiii e 7
CHAPTER I LITERATURE REVIEW ..ottt
A PrEVIOUS STUTIES ...t 8
B Theoretical FrameWorkK...........cooviiiiiiiiiiiie e 11
CHAPTER 11l METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH .......cooooiiiiiiieeeee,
A Research Methodology ........c.cooiviiiiiiiii e 20
B. SOUICE OF DALA......eeuviiieiisie s 20
C. Method of Collecting Data...........cccoveiiieiiiiic e 21
D. Technique of Data ANALYSIS .........covveiiiiiiii e e 21
E. Procedures of Data COlECtiON..........c.ccviiiiiiieiic e 22
CHAPTER TV ANALYSIS ..ottt
A The analysis of the intrinsic elements of The Awakening ...........ccccococvevieennne. 23
B. Edna Pontellier’s love betrayal in The Awakening ...........cccocoveviviiiiiicniennnn, 60



C. The effects of Edna Pontellier’s love betrayal ..............cccoooiiiiiiiiiii, 65

CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ......cooiiiiiiiiiiiieiiee e
A CONCIUSTON ..ttt 71
B. SUGGESTION ...ttt 72

BIBLIOGRAPHY ...ttt e et e e e 73

APPENDICES ... .ottt e st e et b e e ba e



ABSTRACT

Natalia Wijaya Susanto. 2023. The Love Betrayal of Edna Pontellier in The
Awakening by Kate Chopin. (Supervised by Herawaty Abbas and Andi Inayah
Soraya)

The aims of this research are to find the kind of love betrayal that the main
character commits in the novel and to discover the effects of love betrayal. To
analyze them, the writer examines the intrinsic elements of the literary work by
using the structuralism approach by Rene Wellek and Austin Warren. The focus of
this research is the analysis of the character and characterization.

In this research, the writer applies descriptive qualitative methods to
analyze the data, and in this case, the data is a literary work namely a novel entitled
The Awakening written by Kate Chopin.

Through this study, the writer finds five kinds of love betrayal committed
by the main character. They are neglecting her children and her obligation, leaving
the house of her family, having affairs with other men, and committing suicide.
Furthermore, there are four devastating effects of the main character’s love
betrayal namely Leonce Pontellier’s confusion and his concern about people’s
opinion of Edna’s changed behavior, implicit disappointment of Edna’s children,
Robert’s self-sacrifice, and Edna’s downfall.

Keywords: Love Betrayal, Structuralism, Intrinsic Elements, Kate Chopin, The
Awakening



ABSTRAK

Natalia Wijaya Susanto. 2023. The Love Betrayal of Edna Pontellier in The
Awakening by Kate Chopin. (Dibimbing oleh Herawaty Abbas dan Andi Inayah
Soraya).

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan jenis pengkhianatan
cinta yang dilakukan tokoh utama dalam novel dan untuk menemukan efek dari
pengkhianatan cinta pada keluarga tokoh utama. Untuk menganalisisnya, penulis
mengkaji unsur intrinsik dari karya sastra dengan menggunakan pendekatan
strukturalisme Rene Wellek dan Austin Warren. Fokus penelitian ini adalah
analisis tokoh dan penokohan.

Dalam penelitian ini, penulis menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif
untuk menganalisis data, dan dalam hal ini data adalah karya sastra yaitu sebuah
novel berjudul The Awakening yang ditulis oleh Kate Chopin.

Melalui penelitian ini, penulis menemukan lima macam pengkhianatan
cinta yang dilakukan oleh tokoh utama, yaitu menelantarkan anak-anaknya dan
kewajibannya, meninggalkan rumahnya, berselingkuh dengan laki-laki lain, dan
bunuh diri. Selain itu, ada empat efek buruk dari pengkhianatan cinta tokoh utama
yaitu kebingungan Leonce Pontellier dan kekhawatirannya mengenai pendapat
orang tentang perubahan perilaku Edna, kekecewaan anak-anak Edna,
pengorbanan diri Robert, dan kejatuhan Edna.

Kata kunci: Pengkhianatan cinta, Strukturalisme, unsur-unsur intrinsik, Kate
Chopin, The Awakening

Xi



CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses the introduction of the research, which consists of
background of study, identification of problems, scope of the problem, statement

of problems, objective research, benefits of the study, and sequence of chapter.

A. Background of Study

The fact that humans will always disappoint is undeniable. Humans are not
perfect, so they will always make missteps whether intentional or not. One of the
mistakes that humans often make is betrayal. Generally, betrayal is when someone
disregards one’s trust. Throughout the history of humanity, betrayal has been
considered one of the worst infractions a person can perpetrate against another.
Betrayal can happen to anyone between friends, family, or spouses regardless of
one’s physique, position, etc. The topic about betrayal is very intriguing to discuss
because betrayal does not happen only in the past, but is continuing until now.
From leaking a secret of a confidante to infidelity between spouses, betrayal
implies disloyalty and a violation of trust. Undoubtedly, everyone will encounter
kinds of treachery, and most of us will betray others, intentionally or
unintentionally (Jones & Burdette in Fitness, 2001: 2). One type of betrayal that is
often discussed is love betrayal. A report by Betzig informs that excluding sterility,
infidelity has become the most common causality of divorce in more than eighty
societies (Fitness, 2001: 6) Therefore, through this study, the writer aims to

provides several positive effects of analyzing love betrayal in a literary work and



its relevancy to our present reality. Firstly, it can help readers develop a more
profound understanding of the complex human emotions and motivations,
including the reasons behind betrayals in relationships. Secondly, analyzing love
betrayal can provide a reflective space for the readers to develop a more subtle
perspective on betrayal. Lastly, the study of love betrayal offers valuable lessons
that are relevant to our contemporary reality and can contribute to personal growth
and societal change. For its traction, the topic of love betrayal is often used as a

theme in literary works, especially novels.

A novel is one of the types of prose that can be fictional or non-fictional.
Through a novel, an author can represent the social reality that was occurring in
his/her lifetime. It can be described by the physical condition of the characters,
human activities, psychological and sociological issues in the novel. Since a novel
is a form of literary work, a novel can be regarded as part of literature. In general,
literature is a written work of art produced from the contents of the human mind,
but it can also examine various kinds of humanitarian problems altogether. It can
be illustrated as two different sides of a coin, where imagination and social reality
are the two conflicting aspects, yet they are closely related and present in literature.
Other than pouring the contents of the mind, feelings, and imagination of a person,
literature can also be used as a medium to reflect on problems that have occurred in

the past. This statement is supported by Ismawati (2013: 3) as below:

The study of literature or the experience of literature as a human endeavor
can function as a source for contemplation and reflection on life. This is
because literature is closely intertwined with life itself, implying that
literature exists in parallel with life. Within the realm of literature, one can
discover various compositions that express the values of life, humanity, and
socio-cultural values, including those found in poetry, prose, and drama.



According to Ismawati (2013: 3), Literature is something that can be
learned as a reflection of one’s life because literature stands parallel to life. In
literature, various compositions can be found that express the values of life, human
values, and socio-cultural values, including those found in poetry, prose, and
drama. In this study, the object of research is a novel entitled The Awakening by

Kate Chopin.

Catherine O’Flaherty, widely known as Kate Chopin, is an American
novelist and writer. She was born in 1850 in St. Louis, Missouri, United States of
America. Her mother, Eliza O'Flaherty was a Creole woman. Catherine was raised
by her mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother since she was five. Therefore,
Catherine’s personality was formed under the authority of Creole women. She used
her own life experiences in her works, including one of her most popular novels,

The Awakening, which is written in 1897 (Metzger, 2001: 1).

In The Awakening, Chopin reflects on the feelings and thoughts of the main
character when she committed to betray her husband and children through ‘the
awakening’ she encountered. Edna Pontellier is the main character of the novel. On
Grand Isle, where she spends her summer vacation with her family, she encounters
her personal awakening that awakens her potential as a human being. She meets
several people who play important roles in developing her awakening. They are
Adele Ratignolle, Robert Lebrun, Mademoiselle Reisz, and Alcee Arobin. Adele
helps Edna realize that being a wife and mother is not her nature, and Edna refuses
to submit to the traditions of Creole society. Mademoiselle Reisz supports Edna's
potential in her artistic passion. While Robert Lebrun and Alcee Arobin develop

Edna's most demanding awakening, which echoes throughout the book: her



freedom of sexuality. These lead Edna to the love betrayal she commits toward her
husband and children. In regards to that, it is undeniable that every literary work
may contain all aspects of life and certain experience of the author, and at the same
time depicts the problems that occur in real life. The love betrayal that is
committed by Edna Pontellier is a closer representation of someone’s behavioral

problem that is still happening until now.

In this research, the writer will use the structuralism approach developed by
Rene Wellek and Austin Warren to analyze several forms of love betrayal
committed by Edna Pontellier in the novel. This approach emphasizes the
importance of the underlying structures of a literary work, such as plot,
characterization, and narrative technique, over its content or the author’s
intentions. The aim is to gain a better understanding of the impact of the main
character’s awakening, actions, and emotions. Therefore, the writer will explore
the novel’s structural elements to achieve this. The writer is interested to analyze
the betrayal of Edna Pontellier because it is very distinctive and controversial.
Under the influence of her awakening, Edna betrayed her family by making an
affair with another man even though she already has a husband and two sons.
Through this research, the writer will discover the kinds of love betrayal that is

done by Edna Pontellier, and the effects of Edna’s betrayal.

From the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting a
research entitled “The Love Betrayal of Edna Pontellier’s in The Awakening by
Kate Chopin”. Along with that, through this study, the writer aims to bring her
contribution for public society, especially students, by providing comprehensive

knowledge for those who will be doing a literary study, so that the readers can find



the connection between the continual love betrayal that has happened in the past
and the love betrayal in today’s era. Moreover, the readers can receive a clear
understanding regarding the kinds of love betrayal that is done by Edna Pontellier,

and the effects of Edna’s love betrayal.

B. Identification of Problems

The problems that happen in a literary work may arouse the curiosity of the
reader and they will demand answers and solutions to the problems. Therefore,
after reading The Awakening, a novel by Kate Chopin, the writer has identified
several problems that is occurring in the story, especially the ones that are related

with the main character, Edna Pontellier. Those problems are:

1. Act of feminism of Edna Pontellier that is reflected in The Awakening

by Kate Chopin.

2. Edna Pontellier's rebellion that is caused by the household tradition of

Creole society.

3. The journey of Edna Pontellier to achieve her personal freedom.

4. Discrimination against women in The Awakening by Kate Chopin.

5. Gender inequality and oppression against women in The Awakening by

Kate Chopin.

6. The effect of patriarchy on Edna Pontellier.

7. The love betrayal that is committed by Edna Pontellier.

8. The impact of Edna’s love betrayal.



9. The impact of Creole household tradition on Edna Pontellier’s inner

conflict.

C. Scope of Problem

Based on the problems the writer has found and sorted above, there are
eight matters that can be analyzed further. However, this study limits the
discussion only on the seventh and eighth problems. Those problems are the love
betrayal that is committed by Edna Pontellier and the impact of Edna’s love
betrayal. Those two problems are examined thoroughly by using Wellek and

Warren’s structuralism approach.

D. Statement of Problems

As what the writer has found on the identification of problems and the
limitation of the problem the writer has determined, the statement of problems are

formulated as follows:

1. What kind of love betrayal did the main character commit in The

Awakening?

2. How are the responds of the other characters who are affected by the

main character’s love betrayal?

E. Objectives of Research

Regarding the statement of problems that will be analyzed by the writer, the

purposes of this study are:



1. To distinguish the kind of love betrayal did the main character commit

in The Awakening, by Kate Chopin.

2. To identify the responds of the other characters who are affected by the

main character’s love betrayal.

F. Sequence of Chapter

This study has five chapters. The first one is the introduction of the
research, which consists of background of study, identification of problems, scope
of problem, statement of problems, objective of research, benefits of study, and
sequence of chapter. Followed by the literature review as the second chapter,
which deals with previous related studies, theoretical approach, and brief
explanation of terms that will be used in the study. Then, the third chapter is the
research method or methodology of research, which provides of methods of
collecting and analyzing data, and source of data. Moreover, there is findings and
discussions in chapter four. The last is the fifth chapter that summarizes the whole

study. It includes conclusion and suggestion.



CHAPTER Il
LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter discusses the literature review of the research, which consists

of previous studies, theoretical framework, and definition of key terms.

A. Previous Studies

This part presents previous studies that relates with the research, which will
be examined by the writer. One of the previous studies has the same object of
research but with different analysis or theoretical approach, one of them has the
same writer but with different object, while the rests have the same approach but

with different object of research. Those literature studies are provided as follows:

The first study is an unpublished thesis conducted by Uliantara (2012) with
his title The Struggle of Edna Pontellier to Break the Creole’s Patriarchy System
in Kate Chopin’s The Awakening. Through this research, Uliantara focuses on the
Creole’s discrimination toward Creole women and Edna Pontellier, along with
Edna’s effort against the oppression of the Creole patriarchal system in Chopin’s
The Awakening. Through this research, Uliantara finds four kinds of discrimination
toward Creole women and how it restricts Edna from exploring her talent.
Moreover, he discovers Edna’s ways to break the Creole norms, along with her
struggles to fight for her rights as a human. Based on the explanation above, the
differences and similarities between this previous research and the writer’s
research can be identified. The similarity lies in the object of the research study,

namely the novel The Awakening by Kate Chopin. While the difference between



this previous research and the writer’s research lies in the title of the research, the

theoretical approach, and the problem to be examined.

The second research is done by Aulia et al. (2019) entitled Betrayal
Trauma in Heather Lloyd’s My Name Is Venus Black. The writer uses Betrayal
Trauma Theory (BTT) to examine the trauma as a result of the betrayal that occurs
in the novel. This work reveals the truth of the betrayal trauma of the main
character due to depression and anxiety problems she experienced. Based on the
explanation above, the differences and similarities between this previous research
and the writer’s research can be identified. The similarity lies in the problem to be
examined, which is betrayal. While the difference between this previous research
and the writer’s research lies in the title of the research, the theoretical approach,

and the object to be examined.

Amalia (2021) finishes her study with the title The Analysis of The Main
Character’s Internal Conflict on Chopin’s Selected Stories. She analyzes some
literary works by Kate Chopin, and applies Freud’s psychoanalysis theory. She
aims to examine internal conflicts and to understand the influence of personality
structure on the internal conflicts on the main characters in three selected stories by
Kate Chopin. The first result of this study is the categorization of the main
characters’ internal conflicts by using two approaches, namely approach-avoidance
and double approach-avoidance. Secondly, the personality structure of id, ego, and
superego, which help the main characters to resolve the conflicts they experience.
Based on the explanation above, the differences and similarities between this
previous research and the writer’s research can be identified. The similarity lies in

the writer of the object of the research study, namely Kate Chopin. While the



difference between this previous research and the writer’s research lies in the title
of the research, the theoretical approach, and the object and problem to be

examined.

The fourth study is conducted by Damayanti (2021) entitled The Study of
Feminism in Kate Chopin’s The Awakening. The purpose of this research is to
characterize the feminist characters in Chopin’s novel, The Awakening. The writer
uses feminism theory to identify the feminist characters in the novel. Finally, the
results are showing that the main character of this novel is a feminist figure
according to her efforts against sexism and social boundaries on women. Based on
the explanation above, the differences and similarities between this previous
research and the writer’s research can be identified. The similarity lies in the object
of the research study, namely the novel The Awakening by Kate Chopin. While the
difference between this previous research and the writer’s research lies in the title

of the research, the theoretical approach, and the problem to be examined.

Hereby, the writer declares that the conducted research is different from
previous studies, and is proven to be based on the writer’s own research. The
writer believes that this work is different from the other studies because there is not
yet a literature review that examines the kinds of love betrayal done by the main
character, and its effects in Chopin’s novel, The Awakening, using the

structuralism approach by Rene Wellek and Austin Warren.
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B. Theoretical Framework

Structuralism Approach

The theory of structuralism has a long evolutionary history and is
developing dynamically. In the 20th Century, the formalism theory emerged in
England through a group of formalists, including Roman Jakobson, Rene Wellek,
and Viktor Shklovsky. According to Teeuw (2015: 102), structuralism developed
through the tradition of formalism since the results achieved through formalism are
continued in structuralism. In the middle of the 20th century, the structuralism
approach evolved in several academic fields, including linguistics, anthropology,
and literary theory. This method was greatly influenced in France throughout the
1950s and 1960s by the work of a Swiss linguist, Ferdinand de Saussure. His
theories were considered the cornerstone of structuralism and were extensively
debated and expanded upon in other nations (Sanusi, 2012: 125). Additionally,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, a cultural anthropologist, contributed significantly to the
development of structuralism concepts with his interpretation of the Greek story of

Oedipus using the binary principle and structuralism (Sanusi, 2012: 126).

In correspondence to the formalism theory, this theory opposes those
theories that believe literature is a medium of communication between the writer
and the reader. The structural approach ignores any external influence such as
biography and social influence and only focuses on internal elements of literary
work. Therefore, the structuralism approach and the idea of intrinsic elements are

firmly related in the context of literary analysis. Structuralism, as a theoretical

11



framework, emphasizes the fundamental structure of a work. In literary analysis,

this approach seeks to uncover the intrinsic elements within a literary work.

Wellek and Warren (1956:139) explained that the starting point of
analyzing a literary work is from its contents and language through the
interpretation and analysis of the works of literature themselves. In their book, they
introduced a study that analyze the internal elements in literary work namely
intrinsic approach. This approach has been worldwide and used by many scholars

to analyze literary works.

It is critical to analyze the structure of literary work in order to find the
important elements. As the central focus of the research itself, those elements are
used to identify, evaluate, and explain the relationships between elements in a

literary work.

The intrinsic elements of a novel are more detailed and complex than in a
short story. Intrinsic elements consist of theme, characters and characterization,
plot, and setting within a literary work. Through those elements, the writer can
notice the relation between literature and the psychological aspect, which focuses
on the emotional condition of the main character, the conflict within her, and her

journey to the awakening.

1. Characters and Characterization

Character is part of the intrinsic elements of a literary work. A novel will be
considered defective if there is no character in it. Every character in a literary
work has its own characterization that can be seen through the thoughts, speech,

such as monologue and dialogue, and point of view of the other characters. The

12



personality of a character is shown through their emotions, behavior, and logic
when confronting a certain situation. Furthermore, besides humans, a character
can be everything that carries a role in narrative work and has a moral quality and
certain inclination expressed through speech and action, such as animals, plants,

and lifeless objects.

As stated by Koesmobroto in Tussadiyah (2017: 12), there will always be
two different types of characters in every literary work, namely major and minor
characters. According to Abrams, a major character is the central focus and
dominates the plot in a story (2012: 46). All events in the story need the
involvement of the major character. However, major character cannot stand alone.
Therefore, minor characters are indispensable to support the major character, so
that the story will be more interesting. Nonetheless, their roles are not as crucial
as the major character’s because their presence is only to help the development of
the major character (Aminudin, 1995: 80). Furthermore, Sudjiman in Ardiyanti
(2012: 15) explains the three ways to distinguish the difference between major
and minor character in a literary work, they are the involvement of the character
in the story, the storytelling period of the character, and the number of

associations carried out by one character with other characters.

Forster (2002: 5) identifies a character as an imaginary creation by the
author and is defined by their individuality, complexity, and believability.
Furthermore, he argues that characters are represented by their distinctive
personality traits, passions, and actions. While Booth (1988: 171) explained that a
character is not just an individual but a representation of thoughts and themes

because the characters are a vital part of the work. Characters are described

13



through their actions, motives, and relationships with other characters. In
accordance with Abrams in Syamsul (2019: 9), it is important for a character to
have certain qualities such as morality, logic, and emotion to develop a story. A
reader can discover these qualities through the action and dialogue of the

character.

Character and plot are two inseparable elements because a reader should
engage with the action of the character in a sequence of events to determine the
character's personality. Furthermore, interpreting a character is more complicated
than examining a plot because the character is more complex, inconsistent, and
abstract. This process of determining the personality of the character is called
characterization. As a literary device, characterization is used to analyze the

detailed personality of a character in a literary work.

As explained by Sumarjo & Saini in Islam (2019: 11), there is a method to
identify the characterization of a character in a literary work. The first step is to
see how a character's behavior in critical situations, followed by their speech and
dialogues, physical description, and textual characteristics are depicted by the

author.

2. Plot

The plot is a series of events that occurs in a story and relates to each other.
Therefore, a plot should be set accordingly. To support that statement, Stanton in
Syamsul (2019: 11) defines a plot as a narrative that contains a series of events
connected by cause and effect. A plot in a literary work includes exposition, rising

action, climax, falling action, and resolution. As the basic framework, a plot is

14



important to control the continuity of the events. For example, how actions relate
to each other, the connections between every occurrence, and how the role of every

character in that event.

In the 19th century, a German playwright namely Gustav Freytag
introduced the seven crucial elements of literary work as the key steps in
successful storytelling. They are exposition, exciting force, rising action, climax,
falling action, resolution, and denouement (Freytag, 1900: 32). He created a simple
triangle to depict the dramatic structure, and now it is known as Freytag’s Pyramid.
However, the writer will only use the most essential stages, such as exposition,

rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

a. Exposition is the very start of a story. In his book, Freytag explains
that the exposition provides the introductory materials that set the
tone of the story. Generally, this part supplies the introduction of
the setting, characters, and essential facts to form the reader’s
understanding (1900: 32). This part sets a scene to introduce the
setting and situation that will lead to a conflict between the

characters.

b. Rising action begins when the event becomes more complex
because the main conflict will soon occur. When the inciting force
arises, it moves into conflict and proceeds to the climax (Freytag,
1900: 34). This part is where the dramatic action occurs. Then, it

leads to the complexity of the story.
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c. Climax is the point that brings together the conflicting forces and
determines how the opposition can be resolved (Stanton, 2012: 32).
It is the peak of the conflict, where a tragedy occurs, and the
protagonist’s ambition is getting stronger, which leads the main
character to face obstacles accordingly until the plot reaches the

falling action.

d. Falling action is the stage before the catastrophe/denouement
begins. It is also the changing course of a story (Freytag, 1900: 37).
This stage will determine the ending of the story because the main

character will find resolutions to the conflict that has happened.

e. Resolution shows how the story will end, whether happily or
catastrophically (Freytag, 1900: 37). This part also provides the

resolution to the conflict of the story.

3. Setting

The setting in every literary work provides information about the place,
time, and atmosphere of its occurrences. It can indicate a particular political
situation and historical era. Moreover, the setting can be the description of the
geographical and social environment, the time of the event, the religion of the
character, moral, seasonal, and intellectual backgrounds are all part of the setting.
According to the experts, the setting can also be the description of the natural and
artificial scenery or environment in the story (Robert & Jacobs in Indah, 2004: 14).

Other than its physical function, the setting also has a metaphorical psychological
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function. (Aminuddin, 2011: 67). This means that the setting is able to create

certain atmospheres that move the emotions or psychological aspects of the reader.

The setting in a literary work includes three main categories. They are the

setting of place, the setting of time, and the setting of society.

a. Setting of place

The setting of the place is every location that reflects the
geographical situation of the story. The description of the place
helps the readers to imagine and visualize the place in the story.
Because the reader can distinguish the setting through the
visualization of place in the story, this setting is physical
(Aminuddin, 2011: 67). The setting of place includes several
locations, and it moves from one location to another as the plot and

characters develop.

b. Setting of time

The setting of time includes all periods in the story. It usually
relates to an actual time like a day, month, year, weather, or a
historical period. Like the setting of the place, the setting of time is
also considered as physical because the reader can directly
distinguish the certain time in the book (Aminuddin, 2011: 67). To
identify the setting of time, the reader must depend on their
comprehension because a certain story will take the reader to a

specific period of time.

17



c. Setting of society

Setting in a work of fiction is not only in the form of place, time,
event, atmosphere, and objects in an environment, but can also be in
the form that relates to attitude, stigma, prejudices, and the tradition
of a society. This kind of setting can be considered as psychological
setting (Hamalian & Karl in Aminuddin, 2011: 68). In a literary
work, the setting of society relates to the social quality at a specific
location and time. There is a tie between the social setting and the
social life system. It could be a habitual nature, beliefs, conventions,
religion, ideology, and faith. In addition, the setting of society

depicts the social class of the character.

4. Theme

Generally, a theme can be defined as the central essence of the story. The
theme is the most fundamental element of a literary work and is constructed
through characters and conflicts in the story. Furthermore, the theme serves as a
description of what is happening in the story (Stanton in Islam, 2019: 9). That is
why a theme is considered guidance for the reader to understand the story. Just
like the meaning of human trajectory, the theme highlights the aspects of life.
Therefore, there will be certain values in the story. Furthermore, the theme has
relevance to each part of the story. Thus, the storyline can be more focused,

unified, conical, and impactful (Stanton, 2012: 37).

In a novel, there are main and supporting themes since a novel always have

complex conflicts. However, the readers have to analyze the theme themselves
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because most of the themes are not mentioned directly by the author. On the other
hand, theme can be a bridge between the writer and the reader so that the reader
can understand the author’s frame of mind (Gill in Hidayat, 2020: 12). There are
many literary works that represent and examine events or emotions experienced
by humans such as love, suffering, fear, maturity, belief, betrayal of oneself,

delusions, or even morality.
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