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APENDIXES 

1. Synopsis of Novel Far From The Madding Crowd 

At the beginning of the novel, Bathsheba Everdene is a beautiful young 

woman without a fortune. She meets Gabriel Oak, a young farmer, and saves his life 

one evening. He asks her to marry him, but she refuses because she does not love 

him. Upon inheriting her uncle's prosperous farm she moves away to the town of 

Weatherbury. 

A disaster befalls Gabriel's farm and he loses his sheep; he is forced to give 

up farming. He goes looking for work, and in his travels finds himself in 

Weatherbury. After rescuing a local farm from fire he asks the mistress if she needs 

a shepherd. It is Bathsheba, and she hires him. As Bathsheba learns to manage her 

farm she becomes acquainted with her neighbor, Mr. Boldwood, and on a whim 

sends him a valentine with the words "Marry me." Boldwood becomes obsessed 

with her and becomes her second suitor. Rich and handsome, he has been sought 

after by many women. Bathsheba refuses him because she does not love him, but 

she then agrees to reconsider her decision. 

That very night, Bathsheba meets a handsome soldier, Sergeant Troy. 

Unbeknownst to Bathsheba, he has recently impregnated a local girl, Fanny Robin, 

and almost married her. Troy falls in love with Bathsheba, enraging Boldwood. 

Bathsheba travels to Bath to warn Troy of Boldwood's anger, and while she is there, 

Troy convinces her to marry him. Gabriel has remained her friend throughout and 

does not approve of the marriage. A few weeks after his marriage to Bathsheba, 

Troy sees Fanny, poor and sick; she later dies giving birth to her child. Bathsheba 
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discovers that Troy is the father. Grief- stricken at Fanny's death and riddled with 

shame, Troy runs away and is thought to have drowned. 

With Troy supposedly dead, Boldwood becomes more and more emphatic 

about Bathsheba marrying him. Troy sees Bathsheba at a fair and decides to return 

to her. Boldwood holds a Christmas party, to which he invites Bathsheba and again 

proposes marriage; just after she has agreed, Troy arrives to claim her. Bathsheba 

screams, and Boldwood shoots Troy dead. He is sentenced to life in prison. A few 

months later, Bathsheba marries Gabriel, now a prosperous bailiff. 

2. Biography of Thomas Hardy 

Thomas Hardy lived from June 2, 1840, to January 11, 1928. He grew up in 

Higherbockhampton, Dorset, the eldest son of a stonemason. He had one brother and 

two sisters. Sickly from an early age, he was educated at home until he was sixteen. 

He then began an apprenticeship, and then a career, as an architect. He started 

writing poetry in the 1860s but did not publish his first novel until 1871. He married 

Emma Lavinia Gifford in 1874. 

It was not until the publication of Far from the Madding Crowd, Hardy's 

fourth novel, that Hardy won widespread popularity as a writer, and he was able to 

give up architecture. The book was published serially in 1874, in Cornhill Magazine, 

a journal edited by Leslie Stephens, the father of Virginia Woolf. The novel was 

published in short sections, and as you read it, you can see that they intentionally 

leave the reader in suspense; this was a device to motivate readers to buy the next 

issue of the magazine. Early reviewers compared Hardy's writing to that of George 

Eliot and recognized him as an important new voice in English fiction. 
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Hardy went on to write novels at an extraordinary rate for more than 20 

years, writing one every one or two years. His most famous novels written during 

these years include The Return of the Native, Tess of the D'Urbervilles, and The 

Mayor of Casterbridge. After the publication of Jude the Obscure caused a major 

scandal in 1895, Hardy stopped writing novels and devoted the rest of his life (more 

than 30 years) to poetry. His last great project was an epic poem titled "The 

Dynasts," a versed chronicle of the Napoleonic Wars. After some time in London he 

built himself a house in his native Dorsetshire and lived there for the rest of his life. 

He was widowed in 1912 and married Florence Dugdale in 1914. 

Hardy was a devoted reader of philosophy, scientific texts, the Bible, and 

Greek literature, and he incorporated much of his knowledge into his own works. 

One of the most profound influences on his thinking was Charles Darwin, 

particularly Darwin's emphasis on chance and luck in evolution. Though brought up 

to believe in God, Hardy struggled with a loss of faith suffered by many of his 

contemporaries; he increasingly turned to science for answers about man's place in 

the universe. 

One of Hardy's central concerns in all of his writing was the problem of 

modernity in a society that was rapidly becoming more and more industrial. One of 

his projects as a writer was to create an account of life in the swiftly changing 

Dorsetshire as it had once been. He was particularly interested in the rituals and 

histories of that part of England, as well as the dialect of its locals. The title Far 

From the Madding Crowd suggests avoidance of the life of a city, modernized 

government, crowds and industry; in it, Hardy tries to fashion a portrait of what he 

saw as an endangered way of life and to create a snapshot for future generations. 


