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APPENDIX 

A. The Bluest Eye’s Synopsys  

The story begin with the narration from a nine-year-old girl called Claudia 

MacTeers. She lives in Lorain, Ohio with her one year older sister called Frieda 

MacTeers. They overhear from adults conversation that they are going to welcome 

a new boarder named Henry Washington. There are also a girl named Pecola. After 

hearing her past story about how her father tried to burn their house, they pity 

Pecola. While living with the MacTeers, it seems like she really loves drink milk 

especially that one comes from a box with Shirley Temple, a white girl and she has 

a blue eye, on it.  

Shortly after living with the MacTeers, she returns home. Her life is not easy 

in her own family, her father loves to drunk, her parents always fight, and her older 

brother called Sammy always runs away from their parents. Due to all of the 

difficulties she had, it makes her wonder that if she had a blue eye her life can 

changed. Besides her family internal conflict, she often received some humiliating 

action from others that makes her feel more convinced that she is ugly. There is a 

time when she is wrongly blamed for killing a boy’s cat and is called a “nasty little 

black bitch” by his mother. 

Pecola’s parents had also face some difficulties in their live. Pauline, her 

mother, has a lame foot and has always felt isolated. She loses herself in movies, 

which reaffirm her belief that she is ugly and that romantic love is reserved for the 

beautiful. She encourages her husband’s violent behaviour in order to reinforce her 

own role as a martyr. She feels most alive when she is at work, cleaning a white 
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woman’s home. She loves this home and despises her own. Cholly, Pecola’s father, 

was abandoned by his parents and raised by his great aunt, who died when he was 

a young teenager. He was humiliated by two white men who found him having sex 

for the first time and made him continue while they watched. He ran away to find 

his father but was rebuffed by him. After get married, both of them feel trapped in 

this marriage and has lost interest in life. 

With mixed motives, after he returned home, Cholly find Pecola washing 

dishes. he rapes her. She was found lay on the floor unconsciously. She tries to tell 

all of the chronology to her mom, but her mom disbelieve her and even beats her.  

Claudia and Frieda find out that Pecola has been impregnated by her 

biological father. Unlike most people, both of them wants to keep the baby alive. 

They give up the money they earn to buy a new bike for and plant marigold seeds 

for Pecola. They hope after planting the marigold seeds, it will grow and bloom as 

well as Pecola’s baby. However, the seeds don’t make it to grow as well as Pecola’s 

baby.  

Her father’s rapes Pecola once again and he runs afterward, soon he was 

found dead in his workplace. Pecola’s goes mad, believing that her wish has been 

granted by receiving a blue eye. She even believe that she has a friend who always 

with her and talk with her. 

Adapted by https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Bluest-Eye retrieved April 18th 

2021 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Bluest-Eye
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B. Toni Morrison’s Short Biography 

Toni Morrison is one of the most celebrated authors in the world. In addition 

to writing plays, and children’s books, her novels have earned her countless 

prestigious awards including the Pulitzer Prize and the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom from President Barack Obama. As the first African-American woman to 

win the Nobel Prize in Literature, Morrison’s work has inspired a generation of 

writers to follow in her footsteps. 

Toni Morrison was born on February 18, 1931 in Lorain, Ohio. The second 

of four children, Morrison’s birth name was Chloe Anthony Wofford. Although she 

grew up in a semi-integrated area, racial discrimination was a constant threat. When 

Morrison was two years old, the owner of her family’s apartment building set their 

home on fire while they were inside because they were unable to afford the rent. 

Morrison turned her attention to her studies and became an avid reader. She was 

able to use her intellect on the debate team, her school’s yearbook staff, and 

eventually as a secretary for the head librarian at the Lorain Public Library. When 

she was twelve years old, she converted to Catholicism and was baptized under the 

name Anthony after Saint Anthony of Padua. She later went by the nickname 

“Toni” after this saint. 

In 1949, Morrison decided to attend a historically black institution for her 

college education. She moved to Washington, D.C. to attend Howard University. 

While in college, Morrison experienced racial segregation in a new way. She joined 

the university’s theatrical group called the Howard University Players, and 

frequently toured the segregated south with the play. In addition, she witnessed how 
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racial hierarchy divided people of color based on their skin tone. However, the 

community at Howard University also allowed her to make connections with other 

writers, artists, and activists that influenced her work. After graduating with a 

bachelor’s degree in English, Morrison attended Cornell University to earn the 

Master of Arts in English. When she graduated in 1955, she began teaching English 

at Texas Southern University but returned to Howard University as a professor. 

While back at the university, Morrison taught the young civil rights activist Stokely 

Carmichael, and met her husband Harold Morrison. The couple had two children, 

Harold and Slade. 

After teaching at Howard University for seven years, Morrison moved to 

Syracuse, New York to become an editor for the textbook division of Random 

House publishing. Within two years, she transferred to the New York City branch 

of the company and began to edit fiction and books by African-American authors. 

Although she worked for a publishing company, Morrison did not publish her first 

novel called The Bluest Eye until was she was 39 years old. Three years later, 

Morrison published her second novel called Sula that was nominated for the 

National Book Award. By her third novel in 1977, Toni Morrison became a 

household name. Song of Solomon earned critical acclaim as well as the National 

Book Critics Circle Award. The success of her books encouraged Morrison to 

become a writer full time. She left publishing and continued to write novels, essays, 

and plays. In 1987, Morrison released her novel called Beloved, based on the true 

story of an African-American enslaved woman. This book was a Bestseller for 25 

weeks and won countless awards including the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. In 1993, 



66 

 

Morrison became the first Black woman to win the Nobel Prize in Literature. Three 

years later, she was also chosen by the National Endowment for the Humanities to 

give the Jefferson Lecture, and was honored with the National Book Foundation’s 

Medal of Distinguished Contribution to American Letters. 

Morrison’s work continued to influence writers and artists through her focus 

on African American life and her commentary on race relations. In 1998, Oprah 

Winfrey co-produced and starred in the film adaptation of Morrison’s book, 

Beloved. The film also starred major Hollywood actors including Danny Glover, 

Thandie Newton, and Kimberly Elise. Following this, Morrison’s books were 

featured four times as selections for Oprah’s Book Club. While writing and 

producing, Morrison was also a professor in the Creative Writing Program at 

Princeton University. Her work earned her an honorary Doctorate degree from the 

University of Oxford, and the opportunity to be a guest curator at the Louvre 

museum in Paris. In 2000, she was named a Living Legend by the Library of 

Congress. Morrison also wrote children’s books with her son until his death at 45 

years old. Two years later, Morrison published the last book they were working on 

together and received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in that same month. In 

June of 2019, director Timothy Greenfield-Sanders released a documentary of her 

life called Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am. Morrison passed away two months later 

from complications of pneumonia. 

Source https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-

morrison retrieved April 19th 202 

https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-morrison
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/biographies/toni-morrison

