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  APPENDICES 

    

A. Biography of Billy Miligan 

 

William Stanley Milligan (born Feb 14, 1955), known as Billy 

Milligan, was the subject of a highly publicized court case in Ohio in the 

late 1970s. After having committed several felonies including armed 

robbery, he was arrested for three rapes on the Ohio State University 

campus. In the course of preparing his defense, psychologists 

diagnosed Milligan with multiple personality disorder. His lawyers 

pleaded insanity, claiming that two of his alternate personalities 

committed the crimes without Milligan's being aware of it. He was the 

first person diagnosed with multiple personality disorder to raise such a 

defense 

1. Childhood 

Milligan's mother, Dorothy, grew up in Ohio farm country, and 

lived in Circleville, with her husband, Dick Jonas. They divorced, and 

Dorothy eventually moved to the Miami, Florida area, where she 

worked as a singer. There she began living with Johnny Morrison, a 

Jewish comedian who was still married. 

Dorothy and Johnny had a son, Jim, in October 1953. In 

February 1955, in Miami Beach, they had a second son, William 
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Stanley, later known as Billy Milligan. Dorothy and Johnny had a third 

child together, Kathy Jo, born in December 1956. 

At this time, Johnny was 36 years old. According to biographer 

Daniel Keyes, "Meeting the medical expenses overwhelmed Johnny. 

He borrowed more, gambled more, drank more He was hospitalized for 

acute alcoholism and depression in‖1958" In what appeared to be an 

unsuccessful suicide attempt, according to Keyes, "Dorothy found him 

slumped over the table, half a bottle of Scotch and an empty bottle of 

sleeping pills on the floor." A few months after this attempt, on January 

17, 1959, Johnny committed suicide by carbon monoxide poisoning.  

Dorothy took her children and moved away from Miami, 

eventually returning to Circleville, Ohio, where she remarried her ex-

husband Dick Jonas. This marriage lasted about a year. In 1962, she 

met Chalmer Milligan (1927–1988). Chalmer's first wife Bernice 

divorced him on "grounds of gross neglect". He had a daughter, Challa, 

the same age as Billy, and another daughter who was a nurse. Dorothy 

and Chalmer married in Circleville, Ohio on October 27, 1963.  

At his later trial, Chalmer was blamed for abusing Billy. Keyes 

claimed that Billy had multiple personalities from a much earlier age, 

however; his first three (no name boy, Christene, and Shawn) 

appearing by the time he was five years old. 
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2. Arrest 

In 1975, Milligan was imprisoned at Lebanon Correctional 

Institution in Ohio, for rape and armed robbery. He was released on 

parole in early 1977. He was also forced to register as a sex offender. 

In October 1977, Milligan was arrested for raping three women on the 

Ohio State University campus. He was identified by one of his victims, 

from existing police mug shots of sex offenders, and from fingerprints 

lifted from another victim's car.  

Since he had used a gun and guns were found in a search of his 

residence, he had violated his parole as well. He was indicted on "three 

counts of kidnapping, three counts of aggravated robbery and four 

counts of rape." 

In the course of preparing his defense, he underwent a 

psychological examination by Dr. Willis C. Driscoll, who diagnosed 

Milligan with acute schizophrenia. He was then examined by 

psychologist Dorothy Turner of Southwest Community Mental Health 

Center in Columbus, Ohio. During this examination, Turner concluded 

that Milligan suffered from multiple personality disorder. Milligan's 

public defenders, Gary Schweickart and Judy Stevenson, pleaded an 

insanity defense, and he was committed "until such time as he regains 

sanity". 
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3. Incarceration 

Milligan was sent to a series of state-run mental hospitals, such 

as the Athens State Hospital, where, by his report, he received very 

little help. While he was in these hospitals, Milligan reported having ten 

different personalities. These ten were the only ones known to 

psychologists. Later on an additional 14 personalities, labeled "The 

Undesirables" were discovered. Among the first ten were Arthur, a prim 

and proper Englishman; Allen, a manipulator; Tommy, a con-artist; 

Ragen Vadascovinich, a Yugoslavian communist who Milligan claimed 

had committed the robberies in a kind of Robin Hood spirit; and 

Adalana, a 19-year-old lesbian who craved affection and who had 

allegedly committed the rapes.  

Milligan received treatment from psychiatrist David Caul, who 

diagnosed the additional fourteen personalities. 

4. Release 

  Milligan was released in 1988 after a decade in mental 

hospitals. In 1996 he lived in California where he owned Stormy Life 

Productions and was going to make a short film (which apparently has 

never been made). His current location is unknown; his former 

acquaintances have lost contacts with him. 
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Daniel Keyes authored a biography called The Minds of Billy 

Milligan. Another book by Keyes, The Milligan Wars, was published in 

Japan in 1994, in Taiwan in 2000, but not yet in the United States, 

owing to Milligan's ongoing lawsuit against the State of Ohio for the 

allegedly inadequate treatment he received in Ohio facilities.SS 

B. Biography DANIEL KEYES 

Daniel Keyes was born in Brooklyn, New York, on August 9, 

1927. He was educated at Brooklyn College, where he received an 

A.B. degree in 1950. After graduation, Keyes worked briefly as an 

associate editor for the magazine Marvel Science Fiction while 

pursuing his own writing career; he later taught high school English in 

Brooklyn. In 1952, he married Aurea Georgina Vazquez, with whom he 

had three children. Keyes returned to Brooklyn College, received an 

A.M. degree in 1961, and went on to teach English on the university 

level, first at Wayne State University in Detroit. Michigan, and then at 

Ohio University, where in the 1970s he became Professor of English 

and director of the university's creative writing center. 

Keyes was still teaching high school English when he first 

published the work that would make his reputation. The original short 

story version of "Flowers for Algernon" appeared in The Magazine of 

Fantasy and Science Fiction in 1959. After the story won the Hugo 
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Award for best science fiction story of the year and was adapted as a 

television drama, Keyes expanded the story into a novel, published in 

1966. The novel won the Nebula Award of the Science Fiction Writers 

of America (tying with Samuel R. Delany's Babel-17) and was filmed in 

1968 as Charly. The film was a notable success, earning Cliff 

Robertson an Academy Award as Best Actor for his portrayal of Charlie 

Gordon. 

Although none of Keyes' other work has achieved the popular 

and critical success of Flowers for Algernon, he has continued to write 

while pursuing a full-time career in English academics. He published 

two other novels, The Touch (1968) and The Fifth Sally (1980), and the 

nonfiction works The Minds of Billy Milligan (1981) and Unveiling 

Claudia: A True Story of a Serial Murder (1986). Both The Minds of 

Billy Milligan and The Fifth Sally share with Flowers for Algernon a 

concern with extraordinary psychological states, as both books 

examine the phenomenon of multiple personalities. Indeed, Keyes was 

able to write his book on Billy Milligan—the first person in the United 

States ever acquitted of a major felony on the grounds of multiple 

personalities—only after several of Milligan's selves read Flowers for 

Algernon and agreed to work with the author. 
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Now retired from Ohio University and living in Boca Raton, 

Florida, Keyes has recently completed a new novel and seen his work 

attain tremendous popularity in Japan. Daniel Keyes Collected Stories 

(1993) and The Daniel Keyes Reader (1994), and the sequel to The 

Minds of Billy Milligan, The Milligan Wars (1993), have all been 

published in Japan, with The Milligan Wars appearing in a U.S. edition 

in 1996. 

 

 

 

  

 


