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APPENDICES

A. Synopsis of Moll Flanders

She was born in Newgate Prison to a mother who was transported to
Virginia shortly afterwards for theft, leaving her helpless. Around the age of three
she ran away from some gypsies with whom she had apparently been living. A
parish took her in and she was given to the care of a nurse, who brought her up to
the age of eight. Then she was supposed to go into service, but didn't want to and
was allowed to remain with her nurse instead, sewing and spinning.

When her nurse died when she was 14 or so, she became a maid-servant in the
household of the Mayor, and learned the same lessons as the daughters of the
house. The older son of the house seduced her with compliments and money, and
they were lovers. Then the younger one fell in love with her also, and wanted to
marry her, not being aware of her relationship with his brother. The older one
convinced the unwilling girl to marry the younger one, and she lived as his wife
until his death a few years later. His parents took charge of the two children from
the marriage.

Moll then married a gentleman-draper, that is, a tradesman with fine manners.
He was agreeable, but spent her money and soon went bankrupt. He broke out of
jail and left the country, leaving Moll free to marry again, though perhaps not

legally. After a period of time in which Moll helped a friend of hers to regain and

humble 3 disdainful lover, she married a gentleman from Virginia, pretending to

PO .. than she was, though never saying so outright. He took the discovery of
H'@'

rty pretty well, and they went to Virginia. There she met his mother, a
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former transported convict, who unhappily turned out to be her mother as
well. This discovery made Moll leave her brother/husband and children after
several years of marriage: after some negotiations she was given some valuable
goods and returned to England. Her goods were lost in a storm and she moved to
Bath.

In Bath she became acquainted with a very modest and very friendly
gentleman, whose wife was insane. He supported her and they lived together
chastely from some time: he respected her so much that they would sleep in the
same bed and do nothing else but sleep. One drunken night the chasteness ended,
and they lived as lovers for several more years, until he fell gravely ill while at
home with his insane wife and her relatives. After he recovered he repented his
sinful ways and did not want to see Moll anymore, but took care of the son she
had born him.

Moll wanted to get married, but did not see any likely prospects. She decided
to go north with an acquaintance from there, since living was cheaper outside of
London. Before going, however, she took care of financial business by meeting an
honest, sober gentleman who agreed to take care of her money. He was a cuckold
on the look-out for a virtuous wife, and decided to divorce his unfaithful wife and
marry Moll when she returned from the north. Moll thought this would be a good
idea if she didn't find anything better in Lancashire.

The friend took Moll first to a Catholic family, where she was well

ed, and then brought her to meet someone she thought to be a wealthy

tleman. He, an agreeable and handsome man, courted her and she
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married him. Then it turned out that he had married her for her money (the
friend had told him she was rich) and she had married him for his. They liked
each other very well, but decided that it was only practical to part, and consider
the marriage nonexistent.

Back in London, Moll found herself to be pregnant by her latest husband. She
met a midwife/ abortionist/ madam of doubtful morals who took care of her for a
fee during her pregnancy, and found a family to take care of the baby afterwards.
She then married the man who had been taking care of her money, and had
successfully obtained a divorce (he never found out what she had been doing in
the north, or about the baby). They lived together soberly and happily for five
years until he went bankrupt and died.

Left almost destitute, and no longer young enough to attract a new husband,
Moll eventually took to crime, stealing things. She renewed acquaintance with the
midwife, who was by now a pawnbroker and leader of thieves. Moll became an
excellent and successful thief, and had many adventures, and used all sorts of
clever techniques to steal silver and cloth. She was very careful, never used
violence, and never let her colleagues know who she was or where she lived. They
were often caught, but she stayed free and prospered, until at last she was caught
stealing some silk.

Committed to Newgate, Moll was at first unrepentant, though she regretted

having been caught. Many of the prisoners there did not seem to mind their

Lrroundings or their death sentences. Moll was softened, however, when

ner Lancashire husband being brought in for highway robbery. She was

Optimization Software:
www . balesio.com




cast into despair when she received a death sentence, and with the aid of a
minister sent by her friend the midwife, who she called her governess, she became
a good Christian. The minister obtained a reprieve from the gallows, and then a
lesser sentence, that of transportation to Virginia. Moll visited her Lancashire
husband and they reasserted their love. He was more willing at first to hang than
to voluntarily accept transportation without trial, but Moll convinced him that,
with money, their lives in Virginia could be quite comfortable. Without
appropriate gifts of money to various people, they at last found themselves
luxuriously installed on a ship to Virginia, along with the tools that Moll's
governess bought them with Moll's money from theft.

In Virginia Moll was not able at first to acknowledge herself to be her
brother's former wife and the mother of his son, now a thriving young man,
because she did not want her Lancashire husband to know about the incest. So
instead they settled in Virginia quite far from the place where her brother and son
lived, and began a tobacco plantation. After a year Moll returned to see her son,
who was overjoyed to see her - but they did not let her brother know of her, since
he was old, bitter, and passionate. Her son gave her the income from some land
her mother had left her, which she was able to use to transform her other
plantation into quite a thriving place. Soon afterwards her brother died and she
was able to tell her husband about that marriage, and could appear openly married

in front of her son. Moll and her husband became quite rich and ultimately moved

ngland (incognito) to end their days there.
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B. Biography of Daniel Defoe

Daniel Defoe (1660 - April 1731) was an
English writer, journalist and spy, who gained
enduring fame for his novel Robinson Crusoe. Defoe
is notable for being one of the earliest practitioners of
the novel and helped popularize the genre in England.
He is also a pioneer of economic journalism.

He was born, probably in the parish of St. Giles Cripplegate, London. Both the
date and the place of his birth are uncertain. His father, James Foe, though a
member of the Butchers' Company was a tallow chandler. Daniel later added the
aristocratic sounding "De" to his name and on occasion claimed descent from the
family of De Beau Faux. His parents were Presbyterian dissenters, and he was
educated in a Dissenting Academy at Stoke Newington run by Charles Morton
(later vice-president of Harvard University).

After leaving school and deciding not to become a dissenting minister, Defoe
entered the world of business as a general merchant, dealing at different times in
hosiery, general woollen goods, and wine. Though his ambitions were great and
he bought both a country estate and a ship (as well as civet cats to make perfume),
he was rarely free from debt. In 1692, Defoe was arrested for payments of £700
(and his cats were seized), though his total debts may have amounted to £17,000.

His laments were loud, and he always defended unfortunate debtors, but there is

that his financial dealings were not always honest.
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Following his release, he probably travelled in Europe and Scotland, and it
may have been at this time that he traded in wine to Cadiz, Porto, and Lisbon. By
1695 he was back in England, using the name "Defoe", and serving as a
"commissioner of the glass duty”, responsible for collecting the tax on bottles. In
1696, he was operating a tile and brick factory in Tilbury, Essex.

Defoe's pamphleteering and political activities resulted in his arrest and
placement in a pillory on July 31, 1703, principally on account of a pamphlet
entitled "Hymn to the Pillory, however, caused his audience at the pillory to throw
flowers instead of the customary harmful and noxious objects, and to drink to his
health.

After his three days in the pillory Defoe went into Newgate Prison. Robert
Harley, 1st Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, brokered his release in exchange for
Defoe's co-operation as an intelligence agent. He set up his periodical A Review
of the Affairs of France in 1704, supporting the Harley ministry. The Review ran
without interruption until 1713. When Harley lost power in 1708 Defoe continued
writing it to support Godolphin, then again to support Harley and the Tories in the
Tory ministry of 1710 to 1714. After the Tories fell from power with the death of
Queen Anne, Defoe continued doing intelligence work for the Whig government.

Defoe's famous novel Robinson Crusoe (1719), tells of a man's shipwreck on a
desert island and his subsequent adventures. The author may have based his

narrative on the true story of the shipwreck of the Scottish sailor Alexander
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Defoe's next novel was Captain Singleton (1720), amazing for its portrayal of
the redemptive power of one man's love for another. Hans Turley has recently
shown how Quaker William's love turns Captain Singleton away from the
murderous life of a pirate, and the two make a solemn vow to live as a male
couple happily ever after in London, disguised as Greeks and never speaking
English in public, with Singleton married to William's sister as a ruse.

Defoe wrote an account of the Great Plague of 1665: A Journal Of the Plague
Year. He also wrote Roxana: The Fortunate Mistress (1724) offer remarkable
examples of the way in which Defoe seems to inhabit his fictional (yet “drawn
from life") characters, not least in that they are women. Daniel Defoe died on

April 24 or 25, 1731 and was interred in Bunhill Fields, London.
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