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ABSTRAK

Hafirah Patang. Pengucapan Fonem Interdental oleh Stwaa.
Negeri 2 Palopo: Suatu Studi Kasus (Dibimbing oleh Dr. Abdul Hakim Yassi,
M.A. dan Dra. Hj. Kamsinah Darwis, M.Hum.).

Studi ini berhubungan dengan deskripsi pengucapan fonem interdental
oleh siswa SMA Negeri 2 Palopo. Dalam hal ini, pembahasan difokuskan
pada bagaimana siswa merealisasikan kedua bunyi interdental yaitu fonem
interdental yang voiceless /8/ dan fonem interdental yang voiced /&, Tujuan
dari penelitian ini adalah, pertama, untuk mendeskripsikan bagaimana siswa
merealisasikan fonem interdental /8, &/ pada tiga posisi bunyi dalam kata
yaitu awal, tengah dan akhir kata, dan kedua, bagaimana siswa
merealisasikan fonem interdental /8, &/ pada tiga konteks bacaan yaitu daftar
kata, kalimat dan wacana.

Populasi dalam penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas XI IPA 2 yang
berjumiah 36 orang, kemudian diambil 10 orang sebagai sampel yang dipilih
seécara acak. Data diperoleh melalui teknik rekam dengan menggunakan
konteks bacaan sebagai instrumen penelitian. Konteks bacaan tersebut
terbagi atas tiga bentuk yaitu daftar kata, kalimat dan wacana. Kemudian,
data yang diperoleh ditabulasi dan dianalisis untuk menemukan jawaban dari
pertanyaan dalam penelitian ini.

Studi ini menemukan bahwa realisasi fonem interdental yang voiceless
/8/ dipengaruhi secara signifikan oleh posisi bunyi dalam kata dan konteks
bacaan. Pada posisi bunyi dalam kata, target realisasi // lebih sering
diucapkan oleh siswa pada posisi awal kemudian diikuti pada posisi tengah
dan yang terakhir pada posisi akhir. Untuk konteks bacaan, target realisasi /&/
lebih sering diucapkan pada bentuk bacaan yang berupa daftar kata,
kemudian diikuti bentuk kalimat dan yang terakhir pada bentuk wacana.
Berbeda dengan fonem interdental yang voiceless /8/, realisasi fonem
interdental yang voiced /8/ tidak dipengaruhi oleh posisi bunyi dalam kata dan
konteks bacaan. Dari penelitian ditemukan bahwa tak seorang pun dari siswa
yang mampu merealisasikan fonem tersebut secara benar. Mereka
cenderung mengganti bunyi /8/ dengan bunyi-bunyi yang hampir mirip seperti
bunyi /d/.
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INTRCDUCTION

1.1 Background

One of the important subjects in English language learning is
phonology. By studying phonology, we know how to produce the English
sounds that occur in the language. The thing thai has close refation to English
sounds is phoneme. In English, theie are many phenemes which have their
own sound. There are ways that govern the pronunciation of the phonemes.

In studying English, we should pay attention to learn about phoneme
because this is the basic of the study. When we make mistakes in
pronouncing the phunemeé, it means wrat there are possibilities that the
meaning of the words will be wrong, or the listener will misunderstand in
catching what we talk about. \We should be able to pronounce the phoneme
correctly, moreover, when we talk to the native speaker of English,

Many Indonesian leamers have difficulties and make mistakes in
pronouncing the English phonemes. The difficulties and the mistakes made
by students are natural, because many English sounds do not occur in

indonesian. And also, sometimes, one letter in a word can often be

pronounced in many different ways.




The writer is interested in choasing this topic "The Pronurciation of
Interdental Phonemes by Students of SMA Negeri 2 Palopa (A Case Study)”
because English has some ways cf pronunciation that need to be followed.

] fhe writer ﬂlnus that there is a discrepancy between the expectation and fact,
The students have been studying English for several years and of course, the
ieachers have been teaching them now to produce the right pronunciation of
English phonemes especially the phonemes which do not exist in Indonesian.
The students are hoped that they can produce the right pronunciation. But, in
fact, they still mispronounce the phonenies. This phenomenon is seen by the
writer as a problem, and it is interesting to be researched. The writer thinks
that we should try to make a good pronunciation in order to achieve a good
understanding and in order to avoid misunderstanding when we talk o other
people.

In additicn, the main point of this research is just the realization of
interdental phonemes. The writer does nat talk about the students’ akility or
the students’ accuracy in p‘r{}I:l{.‘lum:an the inieraental phonemes because
language is a system of habit, The students accept the way how to produce
the right pronunciation of English phonemes by habitual learning, so it can not

be measured.




1.2 Statement of Problem
The writer has menfioned above that some consonants of English do
not occur in Indonesian, such as, [/ in sharp, /€/ in rich, /9/ in thing, and /&
in they. This phenomenon makes the students who learn English tend to
mispronounce them by substituting with tha closest equivalent sounds in their
language, i.e. Indonesian, eventhough the siudents have been studying
English for several years. Because of this research only focuses on English
interdental phonemes, the writer just wants to show the examples of
substituting sounds for interdental phonemes which do not exist in
Indonesian. The following examples are preliminary data of the problams
which this study will deal with.
- Athin - /tin/

The pronunciation of the word "thin" should be / @in A, bt the

students substitute / 8 / sound with the closest equivalent sound, Le. Mt/

sound.
2. that - { daat/

The students pronounce the word “that” as /dast!. The comrect

pronunciation is / daet /, but they substitute / 8 / sound for /d/ sound s

the closest equivalent.




Based on the facts that the writer states above, the writer formulates
the research questions which are to be found in this research, They are as
Tollows:

1. How do the students realize the interdental phonemes /0, &/ in different
sound positions?

2. How do the students realize the interdental phonemes /A, &/ in difizrent

types of reading tasks?

The question no. 1 concems mainly with the result of the students’
realizations in pronouncing e interdental phunemes M, d/ in three positions,
namely in initial, in medial and in final positions, and also the writer wants to
analyze the correlations of different sound positions with the studen's’
realizations. The szcond gquestion mainly focuses on the resut of the
students’ realizations in producing the interdental phonemes 0, & in thrze
forms of reading tasks, i.e, word list, sentence and passage reading task, and
also the correlations of different types of reading tasks with the students’

realizations.




1.3 The Objective of Writing :
he”objectives of 7,

h

In connection with the statements of problem above,

this research are, as follows:
1. To describe the realizations of interdental phoneme /@, & in different
sound positions made by the students.

2. To describe the realizations of interdental phonemes /@, & in

different types of reading tasks made by the students.

1.4 The Significance of Writing
The writer hopes that the result of this research may become as:
1. a contribution or feedback for the students of SMA Mageﬂ 2 Palopo in
produzing a good pronunciation, especially which cormrelates to
interdental phonemes.

2. areference for the further researches.

1.5 Scope of Problem
In this research, the writer limits the analysis to English interdental
phonemes. They are:

1. M8/ : voiceless interdental

2. 18/ : voiced interdental




The writer predicts that both voiceless interdental /®/ and voiced
interdental /3/ cause errors of pronunciation for the students because bath of
that phonemes do not exist in Indonesian,

The writer also uses two basic analysas of realizations in this research.

They are:

1. The analysis of realizations which is based on the sound positions,

2. The analysis of realizations which is based on the reading tasks.




CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

2.1 Previous Study

There are some people who have done research about the
pronunciation of English phonemes. They are as follows:

Hasbie Sjamsir (1988) writes the arrors of pronunciaticn of English
long and short vowels made by the siudents i Faculty of Letters wiio join the
Intensive English Course at Language Centre, UNHAS. He finds that some
students still mispronounce some English vowels such as long low-central
vowsl /a:f and short low-front vowel /ee/. He also describes that the causal
factors of the mispronunciations. are the influsnce of the students’ mother
tnngue, i.e. Indonesian, lack knowledge about phonclogy, overgeneralization
and careless.

: Itha Tayo (1989) describes the English pronunciation errors made by
the radio announcers in RHII Nusantara [V Makassar. She analyzes the
pronunciation errors both consonant and vowel. She finds that some students

substitute the target release with the close equivalent sounds. For example,

"with" is pronounced / wit / instead of / wi /, "knowledge” is pronounced
f nollts / instead of / n::-IIdj /, and "tax” is pronounced / teks / instead of

ftaeks/. She also describes the causes of those mispronunciations. Thay are




the absence of several English consonants and vowels in Indonesian stich as
10/ and /aa/, and the students are still influenced by their mother tongue, ie.
lndnne,sialn-

Tria Andriani Tonggi (1993) analyzes the errors of prenunciation of the
English phonemes, and why do the respondents make mistakes in
pronouncing the English phonemes. But, she only limits her research on
English fricative consonants. She finds that the students subslitute the target
release, in this case, English fricatives consonants v £,6,8,5,z, J‘,_{.,h.-' with the
close equivalent sounds. For examples; “vision” is pronounced fvisn/ instead
of M[n/ and "beige” is pronounced / belg / instead of / heljf. And alsn, the
errors of pronunciation are caused by the absence of some English fricatives
consonants such as /[/ and /3/ in the students' mother tongue (Indonesian)
and they are still influenced by their mother tongue {Indonesian).

Tenriampa (1995) aralyzes ihe studenis’ realizatians in pronouncing
some English consonants, i.e. :‘p,d.g,f.u.sﬁ,e.a.zi. She finds that the students
pay least attention in pronouncing thosa phonemes because they still do
mispronunciation even in initial, medial and final position, especially which do
not occur f.n Indonesian like "though" is pronounced / doug / instead of fdoug/.

Masruddin (2004) writes the description of the realizations of selected
English fricatives by Masamba students. He analyzes the correlation of the

realizations of English fricative consonants with different types of reading




tasks, sound positions, and educational background (course and nan-course
students). He finds that the realizations of the selected English fricatives
Mv.8,8,2/ are not significantly varied by task. The position of sound within tha
word significantly influenced the realizations of selected English fricatives,
except for the W/ sound. And, educational background has significant
correlation with the realization all of the selected fricatives where the course
students are more competent than nan-course students in producing the

selected fricatives.

The writer's research is like those five researches ahove, ie. the
pronunciation of the English phonemes. Eut, the writer makes her writing to
be more spéciﬁc than those five researches. The writer does not analyze all
of the English consonants and vowels. The writer only researches the
realizations of interdental phonemes made by the students, as the writer
mentioned before in statements of problem. And of course, the object of this
research is different from those five researches, The writer's abject in this

research is the students of SMA Negeri 2 Palopo.




2.2 Theoretical Background

2.2.1 Sound Production

Speech sounds are sounds produced by the speech organs or vocal

" organs, Differences of sound are affected by the different actions on the part

of the moveable organs of speech.

Jackson (1982:3) states:

"When we speak we use over half of our bodies to do so, from
the diaphragm, situated below the lungs, to the mouth and nose in cur
faces. Speech is quite simply a column of air, that originates in the
lungs, and is modified in various ways before its passage *hrough the
lips, and so out of the mouth and inta the air, Like any other sound,
speech is the vibration of the air to make sound waves. In this case the
vibrations, the characteristics of the sound waves are determined by
the human vocal organs”,

In the Jackson's statements above, we can simply say that it is up to
us (human) to utilize the oral cavity or mouth along with the air to toim the
sounds that we want to make. We decide whether the sound should be
released through the nose or the mouth, whether we will vibrate or nat ous
vocal cords while making the sounds, how and where we will change the air
flow through the mouth, how and vhere we will put the tongue in the mouth,
and if certain syllables should be stressed or unstressed. But, we can not do
it as we like it. Every sound has its own way to produce. S0, we should follow
the rules of the pronunciation of every sound in order to make a gocd

understanding when we talk to ather pecple. A good pronunciation is needed

eventhough the speaker has goad English grammar and vocabulary.




Syafel in Masruddin (2004:1) states:

“Pronunciation is very impartart because if a non-native speaker has a
very bad pronunciation, he or she will not be able to communicate orally no
matter how good his or her control of English grammar and vocabulary might
ba".

Figure 1. Part of Speech Organs

1. upperlip

2. lower lip

3. upper teeth
4. lower teeth
5. tongue tip

B. tongue blade
7. front of tongue
8. tongue back
8. alveclar

10. hard palate
11. soft palate
12. nose

13. uvula

14. pharynx

15. vocal cords

(Ladefoged, 1982:16)




2.2.2 Phoneme
The sounds that we produce in communication are the result of
pronouncing phonemes.

Linguists define the phoneme varivusly. Some of the definitions of

pheneme are;

1. Ladefoged (1982:23-24) defines that phonemes are the abstract units
that form the basis for writing down a  language systematically and
unambiguously.

2. Gimson (1980:49) defines that a phoneme is the smallest contrastive
linguistic unit which may bring about a change of meaning.

3. Jackson (1982:27) defines when the sound system of a.r»anguage is
viewed as a system of uniﬁ; for maintaining distinctions between units
an a higher level of linguistics organization (i.e. words), we call the

sounds phoneme.

Based on the definitions above, tha writer conzludes that phoneme is
the smallest unit in the scund system of a particular language which plays
meaningful roles in words. The following are the examples of how big the

roies of phonemes in a language.

12
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1. thin
This word is pronounced / tin / instead of / @n /. It can make
something like misunderstanding when we pronounce this woid to

- other people. The listener will think that the word refers to “soff
white metal’, or Indonesian named it as “timah" Wheareas, the
meaning of “thin® is "a smali body”, or indonesian named it as
“kurus".

2. they

This word is pronounced / del /instead of / 8el /. When the speakcr
pronounces this word as / dal /, the listzner will think that the word

refers to “period of time® such as Sunday, Monday or Thursday.
Whereas, "they” is “an English pronoun”, or Indonesian name i* as

“merska”,

Baged on the linguists' definflions apout phoneme and the examples
above, the writer finds some roles of phonema, They are, first, to form the
basis for writing down a language systematically because phonemes are the
basis for making an alphabet, a word, a phrase, a clause, a sentence, or a sat
of letters, second, to make clezr the meaning of the words, or in nthalr words,

to avoid misunderstandings and ambiguous between speaker and listengr,




and the last, to maintain the distinctions between units on a higher level of
linguistics crganization (i.e. words).

There are two kinds -;:I’ phonemes in English. They are segmeantal and
stiprasegmental phonemes. The segmental phonemes contain vowels and
consonants, while the Suprasegmental phonemes deal with stress, pitch,
intonation, and juncture. In this writing, the writer only discusses the

consonants, especially the interdental phonemes,

2.2.3 Interdental Phonemes

Interdental sounds are categorized as English fricative nonsonant.

Ladefoged (1982:9) says that fricative is close approximation of two
articulators so that the airstream is parially obstructed and turbulent airflow is
produced.

Based on the definition above, the writer concludes that fricative is
produced by some frictions in the organs of speech. It also nappens to
interdental.

Interdentals are conscnants for which the flow of air is restricted by

catching the tongue between the teeth | Facweb.furman.edu:2006),

14




Figure 2. Interdental Sound

L

r

- * (Ladefoged, 1982:16)

As shown in Figure 2.2, the tongue is placed between upper teeth and
lower teeth. So, the air can out ihrough the gaps bewween the tongue and the
teeth. And, it can make some frictians.

There are two interdental sounds in English, they are:
1. /8l

This symbol is used for voiceless interdental, where the vocal curds da
not vibrate during tha articulation of the sound.

This symbol is taken from the Greek alphabet (Jackson, 1982:13),

This sound occurs in all i:rusitinns in English words.

1. Initial Position

a. thief - foi-fy
b. thing - B/
c. thin - BInf
d. thank - Meenk/




2. thick - fBlks

2. Medial Position

a. method - fmefad/
b. pathocs - fpelfos/
C. ether - li:Bar
d. Elhicla - ledlks/
8. nothing - maBIn/
3. Final Position
a. sheath - I]i-af
b. stealth . fsteld/
c. both - fboby/
d. teeth - fiaf
e. death - laed/f

2. 14

This symbol is a specially invented symbol for the voiced interdental
fricative (Jackson, 1982:13). It represents voiced sound, where the vecal
cords vibrate during the articulation of this consonant. This sound alsa GOCUrs

in all positions of English words, the same like voiceless interdental /o/,

1G




i, Initial Position

a.

b.

2. Medial Position

4,

or

c.

d.

they
them
there

that

. though

leather

. clothes

other
although

bather

1, Final Position °

d,

b.

clothe

breathe

lathe

soothe

sheathe

i

fdelf

[dam/

fdear/

Idzet/

{Boug/

Nedar/
fklavy dz/
fhdar!
1o/

lbodar/

felay d/
/bri:a/
fleld/

fsud/

Ifi-af

Tl e e o 4 5 ey
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CHAPTER Il

METHOD OF RESEARCH

3.1 Library Research
The writer uses written materials ‘o find out the theory about this
subject. The writer reads books and other which kave correlation to this

subject.

3.2 Method for Collecting Data

The writer collects the data from the students as respongents by
recording technigue. The respondents are recorded one by one in a closed-
room. The instrument which is vzed in this research is reading task. The
reading task is divided into three tvpes. They are word list reading tasl.,
sentence reading task and passage reading task. This is based on the theory
that the higher his/her mnscingsneas the higher his/her level of correctness,
and on the other hand, the lowest hisfher consciousness the lowest hisfher
level of correctness, Every word will L2 set with minimal pair to maka easier
the writer in transcribing the result of tha recording. The three types of reading

tasks are as follows.




a. Word List Reading Task

In this type, the respondents are assumed to have good

consciousness because they just focus on one thing, i.e. the word. The writer
prepares some words which contain intardental phonemes. Four words in
each initial, medial and final positions for each interdental phonemes, Le. /8/

and /&/. And also, every word is set up with minimal pair.

The examples of word list reading task are as follows:

A, ol
1. Initial Position
thank /Bzemk/ - tank ftamk/ .
1. Medial Position |
ether /i:0ar/ - eater fi:tar/
2. Final Position
heath /hi:6/ - heat fhit!
B. /af
1. Initial Position
there /Gear/ - dare /dear/

2. Medial Position

heathen /hi:dn/ - hidden /hi:dn/
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3. Final Position

breathe /bri g/ - bread fbri:d/

b. Sentence Reading Task

The writer uses those words in forming sertences. Every word which is
set up with the minimal pair is combined in one sentence.

In this type, the writer assumes that the respondents have |ess

cansciousness because they do not just focus on reading the sentence but

also they focus on the meaning of the sentence.

c. Passage Reading Task

In this type, the writer arranged ‘hose words in making one passags.
The passage is something like a story, and the writer just uses the word lists
which contain the intardental phonemes, The writer does not use the minim.al
pairs of the words anymore in forming the passage,

In this session, the respondents are azsumed to have less
conscicusness than sentence reading task, because they should focus on the
meaning of the paragraph and the correlation between one sentence tg
another. The writer predicts that the respondents do not focus anymore on

the target sound of this research, i.e. /9 /and /8 /.
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The target releases, ie. the words which contain the interdental

phonemes are not in bold type or other significant codes. This is to aveid the

respondents pay attention to the target of this research.

3.3 Population and Sam ple

3.3.1 Population

The population of this research is the stugents in IPA 2 class of the
second grade in SMA Negeri 2 Palopo. Thev are 36 students,

3.3.2 Sample
The writer takes out ten students at random as the samplos of this

research. The ten students consist of tiree students with better English, four
students with good English, and three students with weaker English. This i

“data is taken from the English teacher of this class.

3.4 Method for Analyzing Data
In this research, the data is analyzed as follows:
1. The results of the recording are transeribed first though,
2. The data are tabulated in order to facilitate the writer in analyzing the
data. The formula which is used to find out the data percentages is, as

follows:
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P = Dala percentage

¥ 8¢ =Token of realization
2@ =Total of tokens

(Mardalis, 1983:16)

3. The writer analyzed the realizaticns uf interdental phonemes, // and

13 in two types. They are:

1.

The realizations of interdental phonemes in different sound

positions,

The realizations of interdental phonemes in differerit types of

reading tasks.
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CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

4.1 Presentation of Data

In this research, the data presentadons are focused on dealing with

chjectives of research in chapter I. The otjectives of research are, first, the

realizations of the interdental phonemes based on three sound positions

made by the students, and second, the realizations of the interdental

phonemes based on three reading tasks made by the students.

4.1.1 Realizations Based on the Sound Positions

As mentioned in the previous chapter, there are three sound positions
which are used for getting the realizations of the interdental phonemes, They

-

are initial, medial and final position. The results of the students' realizations

are as follows:

A. Voiceless interdental Phonreme /6/
There are 120 tokens of /8/ in initial position, 120 tokens in medial
position and also 120 tokens in final position. In total, there are 380 tokens of

8/ produced by the students which are distributed in three different positions.

L




The following table shows the frequency and p=rcentage of each realizations
and word positions.

Table 1. The frequency and percentage of realizations of /0/ by position

Realizations Initial Madial Final
Tokens | % | Tokens| % |Tokens| % |

Target Release /oy 13 10.83 6 5 0 0

MNon-Target Release = |
Substitutedby v | 103 | 8583 | 73 | 6083 | 75 | 5537 ’.
Substituted by /d/ 4 333 40 | 3333 0 7] J
Substituted by /s/ 0 i 0.83 1 0.3 E
Total 107 | 8816 | 114 | 2489 | 120 | 100 | 'J[
Grand Total 120 | 100 [ 00 | 120 %500 ]

| [

Table 1 shows that thare are four realizations used by the students in

realizing the voicelzss interdental phoneme /8.

The four realizations ara. as follows:
1. Target release /a/
For example:

a. thin % foln/ |

!
b. thank - fBzemkS




2. Substituted by v/

For example;
a. threat I
0. teeth - R

3. Substituted by /d/

For example:
ai- ether = fi-dar/
b. thin - idn/

4. Substituted by /s/

For example:
a. mouth : /mous/
!

b. ethics - feslks/

The most realization produced by the students is /i, even in initial,
medial and final position. It is foilowed by /d/, and then /Y, and the last is fs/.

The table also shows that the producing of the target scund /o/ has
significant different percentages among those three positions, namely initial,

medial and final pesition. In iritial position, the students are easier to control 1
this sound (10.83 %). Medial (5 %) is less than initial position while in final |
]

position, the students are more cifficult to control this sound, 1t is only 0 %,

which means that none of the stucents produce the target sound in this




position. This significant differznt percentages imply that when the students
pronounce /8/ they tend to produce the right pronunciation in initial position.
This phenomeancn otcurs because thev are easier to control this sound in

Initial position, and they are more difficult to control this sound in medial and

final position,

B. Voiced Interdental Phoneme fa/

There are 120 tokens of /8/ in initial position, 120 tokens in medial
position and also 120 tokens in final position. In total, there are 360 tokens of

18/ produced by the students which are distributed in three different positions.

The following table shows the frequency and percentage of the realizations

and word positions,

Table 2. The frequency and percentage of realizations of /&/ by position

Realizations Initial Medial " Final

Tokens % | Tokens % Tokens L

L. S—

Target Release /a/ 0 0 0 0 0 0

Non-Target Release

Substituted by /d/ 03 75 68 | 5667 | 118 | 98.33

Substituted by It/ 27 225 52 | 43.33 } 1 0.83 |




Substituted by /s/ | 5 R 0 1 0.83
Total 120 100 120 100 120 100
Grand Tolal 120 10C 120 100 120 100

Table 2 above shows that there are three realizations used by the
students in I'EEI“III'I'IQ the voiced interdental phoneme /4 based on three
different sound positions, namely initial, medial and final position, The targe:
release /i/ is not produced by the students.

The three realizations are, as follows:

1. Substituted by /d/

For example:
a. there - Idear/
b. other = indar!

2. Substituted by /t/

For example:
a. though - ftoug/
b. writhing - fwraltin/

3. Substituted by /s/
There is only one example of substituting /s/ for voiced interdental

phoneme /d/, and also there is only one student who produces it. The

word is “fathe”, and the realization is / fels /.

:
i
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The most realization Produced by the students is /d/, even in initial,

medial or final Position. It is followed by ft/, and the last is /a/,

The table also showe that the producing cf the target sound /3/ has not
been significant in different percentages among those three positions

because none of the students realize the right pronunciation in those *hree

positions. This phenomenon occurs because the students are difficult te

contral this /8/ sound, even in initial, medial or final position.

4.1.2 Realizations Based on the Reading Tasks
There are three types of reading tasks which are employed for getting

the realizations of interdental phoneraes /6, 3/, namely word list, sentence

and passage reading task. The results of the students' realizations are as

follows:

A. Voiceless Interdental Phoneme /o/

Voiceless interdental phoneme M/ is derived from three tasks as
mentioned above. There are 120 tokens of /8/ in each initial, medial and final
position. In total, there are 360 iokens of /6/ produced by the students which
are distnbuted in three types of reading tasks. Tha following table shnws the

frequency and percentage of realizations of the voiceless interdental

phoneme /&/ in three tasks.

-
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Table 3. The frequency ang percentage of raalizations of 19/ by task

Realizalions Word List Sentence Fassage

Tokens % Tokens ! 9% Tokens | % |
'| Target Release /o/ 18 15 1

0.83 0 0

| SN E—

MNon-Target Releasa o

Substituted by /t/ 80 | 75 103 | 8583 | 102 | 85 i
Substituted by /d/ 12 10 15 | 125 17 | 1417

Substituted by Js/ 0 0 1 0.83 1 0.63 ,

Total 102 85 118 | 8817 | 120 | 400
Grand Total 120 100 120 | 100 120 | 100 .

Table 3 above shows that there are four realizations used by the
students in realizing the voiceless interdental phoneme /67,
The four realizations are, as follows:

1. Target release fo/

For example:
a. threat - forlt/

" b, thank - faaenk/
2. Substituted by I/
For example:

a, nothing - fnatin/




b. both - Ibot/
3. Substituteqd by /d/
For example:
a. ether . fi:dar/

b. thin - ldiny

4. Substituted by /s/

For example:
a. ethics - leslis!
b. mouth " imous/

The most realization produced by the stucents is substituted by /t/. It is
followed by /d/ sound, and then target release /8/, and the last iz substituted
by /s/.

The table also shows that the producing of the target sound 2/ has
significant different percentages among those three tasks. They produce the
highest percentage (15 %) of right pronunciation in word list reading task,
and then followed by senterice reading task (0.83 %), and the last is passage
reading task (0 %) which means that none of the students pronounce the
target release /8/ in this task. This resuit proves the writer's hypothes's that in
word list reading task (non-contextualized task): the students are assumed to

have consciousness, So, they have good attention when they pionounce the

= e e

e
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voiceless interdental phoneme /0f ia word list reading task. On the other

hand, in the contextualized task (sentence and passage reading task); the
students are assumed to have less consciousness. So, they have less

attention when they pronounce this sound /o/.

B. Voiced Interdental Phoneme 18/

Voiced interdental phoneme /3/ is also derived from thiee tasks. The
same like voiceless interdenta! phoneme /8/, the total tokens of &/ are also
360 tokens produced by the students which are distributed in three types of
reading tasks, namely word list, sentance and passage reading task. They
are 120 tokens in each position. The following table shows the frequency and

#p;e:rc:antage of the realizations of voiced interdental phoneme /&/ in three tynes

of reading tasks.

Table 4. The frequency and percentage of realizations of /i/ by task

Realizations . Word List Sentence Passage

Tokens % Tokens % Tokens %

Target Release /&/ | 0O 0 0 0 0

Non-Target Release

“Substituted by /d/




Substituted by i/ 30 25 25 21.67 28 23.33
Substitited by /s/ | 0 0 0 0 7 0.83
Total 120 160 120 100 120 100
Grand Total 120 100 120 100 120 102

Table 4 shows that there are three realizations used by the students in

realizing the voiced interdental phoneme /8/.

The three realizations are, as follows:

1. Substituted by /d/

For example:
a. breathe

b. leather

2. Substituted by i/

For example:
a. heathen

b. other

=

3. Substituted by /s/

forid/

Nedar/

fhi:tn/

iftar/

‘There i5 only one example of substitution of fe/ for vaiced

interdental phoneme /0/, and also there is only one student who

produces it. The word is "/athe", and the realization is /lels /
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The most realization of voiced interdental phoneme /&/ produced by

the students is substituted by /dl. it is followad by it/ sound, and the last is

substituted by /s/. Nane of *he students realize the right pronunciation even in

word list, sentence and Passage reading task. It implies that the production of

voiced interdental phoneme /a/ by the sludents remain the same number of

regardiess of the task given because they have less attention when they read

the voiced interdental phoneme /8/ even in word list, sentence or passage

reading task. It is not in line with the writer's hypothesis, that the students will

have better consciousness and correctness in non-contextualized task {word

iist reading fask) than in contextualized tasks (sentence and passege task).

4.2 Analysis of Data

4.2.1 Target Realizations and Causa! Factors
In ‘this point, the discussion deals with the target realizations of
interdental phonemes /o, &/ and their causal factors, and it is still based on

two basic analyses, i.e. sound positions and reading tasks.
A Sound Positions

A.1 Sound /8/
The following figure is the graphic of percentages of realizations of /o/

sound by position which is based on the table 1 in the presentation of data,

e —
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Figure 1. Graphic of percentage of realizations of /6/ by position.

100+

i;i_'i P,

Medial

Initial

B Target Release &
El Substituted by /t/
[1Substituted by /d/
Ei Substituted by /s/

As can be seen on the graph, the studen's tend to proncunce the
target sound /8/ less and less in the three positions. The highest percertage

of realizing the target sound /8/ i in initial position (10.83 %), and then the
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lower percentage is in the medial position (5 %), and the lowest percentage is

in final position (0 %). This significant different percentages show the different

level of difficulties of Pronouncing voiceless interdental phoreme 6/, The

voiceless interdental Phoneme /¢ in initial position is found the easiest to

pronounce, and that in the sing| position is found the most difficult cne to
pronounce. This phenumapnn happens because the students are easier lo
control this seund in initial position and mora difficult to contral in final posit.on
when they read the tasks, | can be said that in a conscious condition,
students tend to get a fight pronunciation but in a subconseious condition

they will automatically by nature turn to their natural habit,

A.2 Sound /&/

The following figure is the graphic of percentages of realizations of /&

sound by position which is based on tha table 2 in the presentation of data.

S e
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ey
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Igure 2, Graphic of Percantage of realizations of I8/ by position

100-

Initial Medial Final

B Target Release &/
& Substituted by /d/
[J Substituted by it/
E Substituted by /s/

As can be seen on the graph above, the students get 0 % ~f
percentage of right pronunciation for voiced interdental phoneme /8/ in those
three positions. It means that none of the students can produce the right
pronunciation of /8/. This phenomenon is caused by the reality that they are

difficult to control this sound in all positions (initial, raedial and final position).




And alsa, th 3 e s O -;' |'-'
ey are still influenced by their mother tongue (Indone "Ei'p.fwheré. i F
this sound /8/ does not occur, ‘\:__' --Hﬁ -';’}
"

B. Reading Tasks

B.1 Sound /g/
The i i i
following figure is the graphi of percentages of realizations of i/
sound by task which is based on the table 3 in the presentation of data.

Figure 3. Graphic of Percentage of realizations of /o/ by task
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Word List Sentence Passage
E Target Release &
E Substituted by it/
[ Substituted by /d/
B Substituted by /s/




As can be seen from the graph, there is tendency that the students
tend 10 produce the target release /f/ to become less and less in thuse three
tasks, from the word list tg the passage reading task. In word list reading task,
the students get 15 %_ in sentence reading task. they get 0.33 %. and in
Passage reading task, they get 0 % (none of the students procduce the right
pronunciation of M/ ). This Phenomenoil implies that the easiest task is wuord
list reading task because in this task the students do more right pronunciation
of /. Meanwhile, Passage reading task is the most difficult task because
none of the students can produce the right pronunciation of this sound /.

The students are more likely to pay a greater attention only to the form
In an uncontextualized task like word list 1eading task, In cuntrast, they pay

least attention to the form in a cortextualized task like passage reagdiug task.

B.2 Sound /a/

The following figure is the graphic of percentages of realizations of /i

zound by task which is based on the table 4 in the presentation of data.

38
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i Target Release &
E Substituted by /d/
£ Substituted by /t/
i3 Substituted by /s/ ]

As can be seen frcm the graph, the students get 0 % of right

pronunciation of sound /&/ in those three tasks. It means that none of the
students can produce the right pronunciation of this sound /3/ in those thrae

tasks. This phencmenon is caused by the reality that the studants pay least

attention in all reading tasks, namely word list, sentence and passage reading

39




tasks, and they are stij| Influenced by their mother tongue (Indonesian) where

this sound /&/ does not aceur,

4.2.2 Non-Target Realizations and Their Causal Factors

In this point, the writer describes the non-target realizations produce:d
by the students in realizing bot) voiceless interdental phoneme /f and voiced

interdental phoneme /47, In adcition, the causal factors of those realizations
are also analyzed in this sessjon.

A. Sound a/

The following graphic shows the percentages of realizations of & for
both sound position and reading task. The data percentages are the resuit of
the calculation of mean score from the data percentages of sound position

and reading task.
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Figure 5. Graphic

5 of pe
position and reading tagk | 2° ° "éalizations of /ol for both sound
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i Target Release &
& Substituted by it/
[ Substituted by /df
[ Substituted by /s/

Figure 5 above is aimed to facilitate the vriter in analyzing the non-

target realizations of /&/ used by the students. The raalizations are, as follows:

A.1 Substituted by /t/

Substituted by A/ seems to be the most frequently realization used by

the students in producing the voiceless interdental phoneme /8/ in both sourd
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osition i
p and reading task. Ag can be sean from the figure 5, substituted by :tf

is the highest realization of voiceless interdental phoneme 8/, i.e. 81.94 %.

The causal i
al factor of this PhGaomenon is Y sound is the closest equivalent

sound for 8/ sound. So, thel students tend to produce /8/ sound to becoma it/

sound, Moreover, fo/ SOUNa does not occur in the students' maother tonge

{Indonesian).

The examples of substitution of iy are, as follows:

a. threat - MArIy
b. teeth - it/
c. nothing - nAtIn/
d. both - Mot/

A.2 Substituied by /df

Substituted by /d/ seems to be the2 second frequently realization used
by the students in pronouncing. the voiceless interdental phonema /97 in both
sound position and reading task. As can be s2en from the fioure 5, the
percentage of substitution of /d/ is 1£.22 %. The probable reason for using
this sound is that this sound /8/ does not exist in Indonesian as the students’
mother tongue. In this case, they tend to change this sound /8/ to become /d/
sound as a close sound. In addition, the students still can not differentiate

between the spelling of “th" which should be pronounced by /&/ and the one

42
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which should be
Pronounced by /8. Ifwe talk about the closest equiva'ent, /o,

nd s
s0U hould be // sound gor /s sound, They think that the words contain

voiced interdental phoneme 18/ = they pronounce them to become /df sound

as the closest equivalent of 18/ sound.

The examples of Substituted by /df are, as follows:
a. ether

- fi:dar/
b. thin - fdinf
c. author - faudor/
d. thick - fdik/

A.3 Substituted by /s/

As can be seen from the figure £, this sound is the least frequently
realization used by the students in realizing the voiceless interdental
phoneme /6/. It is only 0.55 % for both scund position and reading task. This
realization is used by the students because it is guite similar to the voicaless
interdental phoneme /8/. /s/ sound is the closest equivalent scund for fo/

sound.

The examples of substilution of /s/ are, as follows:

a. ethics ] joaliey

b. mouth - imous!




B. Sound /d/

The followi
i Owing graphic shows the percentages of realizations of // for

- i |
both sound position and reading task. The data percentages are the rasuli of

the calculation of mean score from the data percentages of sound position

and reading task.

Figure 6. Graphic of percenta -
saz ges of realizat
position and reading task ons: of 18/ for both sound
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The figure & in. al
3 above is aimed to make easy the writer in analyzing the

non-target realizations of /5 used b_g.r the students. They are, as follows:

B.1 Substituted by /d/

As can be seen from the figure €, this realization seems to be the most

frequently used by the students in realizing the voiced interdental phoneme

{8/, This realization is the highest percentages, i.e. 76.94 %. The mnst causal
factor is the absence of /&/ sound in the students’ mother tongue
iIndonesian). So, they tend to changa /8/ sound to become /d/ sound as the
closest equivalent sound.

The examples of substitution of fd/ are, as follows:

a. there - Idear!
b. other - fhdarf
c. breathe - fbri:d/
d. leather - - lledar/

B.2 Substituted by it/
As can be seen from the figure G, the percentage of subsiitution of i/ is
22 78 %. Substituted by M/ seems to be the second most frequently

#rp;arizati::na of voiced interdental phoneme /&/ used by the studenis. The

reason for using this sound is that voiced interdental phoneme /8/ does not
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occur in the sty ’
dents' mother tongue (indonesian). In this case, they tend lo

change fo/
g Sound to become 'V sound as a close sound. In addition, the

ason is tt 2
L 'S the same as substituted by /d for o/ sound. The students still can

not differentiate between the spelling of “th” which should be pronounced by

7 and the one which should be pronunced By 87, If we: talk about fhe

closest equlivalent, 18/ sound should be fdf sound or /z/ sound, They probably

think that the words contain voiceless interdental phoneme M, so they

pronounce them to become A/ sound as the closest equivalent of /&/ sound.

The examples of substitution by it/ are, as fellows:

a. though - ftoug/
b. writhing - hwraltin/
c. heathen - fhictn/
d. other - {hter/

B.3 Substituted by /s/

As can be seen frem figure 6, the percentage of substitution of /s/ Is
0.28 %. This realization seems o be the third frequently realization of /& used
by the students. This phenomenon occurs because the absences of this
sound /&/ in the students’ mother tongue (Indonesian). It also occurs because

the students are careless when they read the tasks. Moreoyer, the reason is

4G
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he same i
the 3% substituted by /d/ for 18 sound and substituted by it/ for fa/

sound. The students stjjj can not

differentiate between the sngfling of “th’

hich sh
W ould be proncunced by 18/ and the ore which should be pronounced

by /1. If we talk about the closest Equivalent, /a/ ;.‘-nu nd should be /d/ sound or

/2/ sound. They think that the words cuntain voiceless interdental phoneme

18/, so they pronounce ther o become /s/ sound as the closest equivalent for

/8 sound. The example of silbstitution of /s/ is “lathe" as Jels/

4.2.3 The Right Pronunciation:

In this session, the writer shows the right pronunciation of bcth
voiceless interdental phoneme /8/ and woiced interdental phoneme /&, This is
almed for the reader to know the r.ight pronunciation for both M/ sound anrd /8/
sound, and also, to differentiate between the spelling of “th" whirh should be
pronounced by /8 and the one which should be pronounced by /). The vriiter
puts them on the table form.

Table 5. The right pronunciation of voiceless interdental phoneme 8/

Position Word Realization
Initial thin 18ln/
thank fBznk/
thick falk)
i
47
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A

H'II'E'IH[ .*ﬂ'l'it,l' o=
ether meerl
Btnics leflks!
Meadial
" author faubor! ]
H-I:thil'lg erﬂimr
rmauth Jmoud/
bath Ibuly
Final L
testh M8
loath =T

Table 5. The right pronunciation of voiceless interdental phoneme 4/

Position Ward Realization
there doar/
that [fatf
Initial

they fael!

though fdougl!

Medial other inderl g
48
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leather " edar
heathen Thizan/
writhing fwraldln/
breathe fori:a/
clothe Iclav i/
Final
lathe feld/
loathe Nengif
49
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 Conclusions

Uealing with the result cf the presentation and analysis of the date in

the previous chapter, the writer finds out some conclusions. They are as

follows:

The position of souna within the word are significantly influericed the
students' realizations of voiceless interdental phoneme /8/. It is found that the
target reléase 16/ occurred most frequently in initial position, which means that
the students are easier to control this M/ sound in this position. The second
frequently realization is in mediall position and the least frequently in final

position. In contrast, the positions of sound within the word are not influenced
the students’ realizations of voiced interdental phoneme /8/. It Is found that
none of the students can produce the right pronunciation of /&/ in initial,
medial and final position. It means that the students are difficult io control this
I/ sound.

In reading tasks, it is found that the realizations of voiceless inlerdental

phonemse /&/ are significantly varied by tasks. The target release /8/ ccourred

most frequently in word list reading itk A Ty Tolowed Dy, setane
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reading tas -
9 task, and the least in Passage reading task. For voiced interdental

phoneme /d/, the phenomenon is the same a3 in the sound positions, i.e. the
students’ realizations of /3/ are not varied by tasks. It is also found that none
of students can produce the right pronunciation of /&/ in initial, madial and
final position. It means that the students pay least attention to this /&/ sound.
In producing both wvoiceless inferdental phoneme /6! and voiced
Interdental phoneme /&/ which are analyzed in this study, the students in SMA

~ Negeri 2 Palopo are mostly influenced by their mother tengue (Indonesian),
They tend to substitute both of those phonemes with the close equivalent

sounds.

5.2 Suggestions ‘
Based on the conclusions mentioned above, the writer would like to
present some suggestions which may be useful for the readers. Firsi, |

eonsidering the result of this study that most of students still substitute the

target release, i.e. /8/ and /&/ sound, with the close equivalent sounds such as I

M/, Id/ and /s/ sound, the writer suggests that the English teachers shoula pay ki

more attention in teaching their students about pronunciation, especially tc
the phonemes which do not occur in Indonesiap guch as /8/ and /3! souna. |

S the students can bvercome their problems in pronoyncing those
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phonemes. And the last ig for the further investigations, the researchers may

add some potential investigations such as the comrelations between the

realization of English phonemes with the level of age, educational

background (course and non-course students) and social-cultural context,

which are not found in this study.
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APPENDIX 1. READING TASK

A.WORD LIST

thin-tin
thank-tank
thick-sick
threat-treat
ether-eater
ethics-Essex
author-otter
nothing-noting
mouth-mouse
both-boat
teeth-teat
loath-lot
there-dare
that-dead
they-day
though-dough
there-dare
that-dead
they-day
though-dough
breathe-breed
clothe-cloud
lathe-lead
loathe-load
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. SENTENCE READING TASK

He looks thin because of his work in tin factory as a manual laborer.

| thank to him because he tanks up my motorcycle.

jacket there.

They threat me that they will tell my mother about my mistakes if | don't
treat them.

After drinking ether too much, he can not be a good eater anymaore,
All the people in Essex should follow the ethics of this region.

A famous author is making an animal story and the central character is

ofter.

There iz nothing happened when | am noting the result of the meeting.

She hits the mouth of the mouse.

10. | see both of the boats coming near the harbour.

11. When suckle on the breast, the baby’s teeth touch her mother's teat.

12. | am not loath to joke with him anymore because he looks a lot healthier

NOW.

13. | don't dare look at there at night because my father said that it is a

scared spot.

14. The dead body is buried in that place.

15. They go to Malino for one day.

16. My mother a

sks me to stir the dough, but | stir the sauce first though.
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17. The upholstery of that ladder-back chair is made from good leather.

8 Thes ich i
1 tatue which is assumeq as a God by the heathen people is hidden
in a secret place.

19. He is writhing in pain because his body's temperature is rising.

20. The poison of adder is same like other snakes like cobra,

21. We should preserve our forest since today in order to make our breed can

breathe freely in the future,

22. Tears cloud her eyes when her husband can not clothe her family
anymore.
23. When we buy a lathe in a shop, the shopkeeper will give us several leads

in using that machine.

24, | loathe this semester because this semester is a heavy load for me.

C. PASSAGE READING TASK

His name is Yusuf Affandi. He is a heathen, person who does not
believe in one of the world's main religious. His job as a laborer in a factory
which produce lathe enables him to clothe himseilf.

Yusuf usually uses thick-leather jacket because he is very thin. His
mouth usually chews candy, and it is why his teeth are broken. He is usually

writhing when he gets toothache and nothing people care with his life. His

neighbours are loath to talk with him. They are afraid because Yusuf is a new

comer in that apartment and he looks strange.
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In one momi d

famous magazine, comes to Yusuf's house. He is interested to know about

Yusurs Ife, and if Yusuf gives permission, Mr. Irawan will make story about

him.

Yusuf agrees with Mr. Irawan's idea. Both of them breathe first
though simultaneously before starting the story,

Yusuf says that he loathes his life. There are many sorows that God
gives to him, and it is why he becomes a heathen. He was thrown out by his
family. He was accused as a thief, whereas in fact he didn't do it. His father
watered him with ether, liquid made from alcohol. His mother told him that he
didn't have ethics in this life. And, the other members of his family threat
that they will kill Yusuf if Yusuf came back to home.

Mr. Irawan asks Yusuf to stop his story because Yusuf looks very sad.
Yusuf says thank you very much to Mr. Irawan because until that day no one
care with his life. Mr. Irawan advises Yusuf that both happiness and sadness

are God's fate, and Yusuf should be patient in facing his life.
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APPENDIX 2. THE EXAMPLE OF DATA TRANSCRIPTION

STUDENTS 1

1. PHONEME /8 /

A. WORD LIST READING TASK

Initial Position
NO, WORD REALIZATION |
1. thin 8In
2. thank tenk
3 thick ik
4, threat rit
Medial Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1 ether edar
2 ethics etlk
3. author audor
4 nothing notin
Final Position
NO WORD REALIZATION
r e ih it
5 i bot
3. teeth &
t
4 loath Xt
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Initial Position

B. SENTENCE READING TASK

NO. WORD REALIZATION
1. | thin tin
2. thank tenk
3. thick tlk
4. threat trit
Medial Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
| ether edar
2. | ethics R
3. author il
4 nothing i
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1. motth g
2 both o
. s tiit
. S ot
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Initial Position

C. PASSAGE READING TASK

NO. WORD REALIZATION
1 thin an
2 thank tenk
3. thick ik
4 threat it
Medial Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1. | ether eldar
2. ethics etlks
3. | author audor
4. nothing nAtln
Final Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1. | mouth mout
2 both bot
q teeth tizt
4. loath lout
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2. PHONEME / 5 |
A. WORD LIST READING TASK

Initial Position |
NO. WORD REALIZATION !
1. there der :
2. that det
3. they del |
4, though toug
Medial Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION ’
1 other Ader
2. leather lelder E
2y heathen hedan :
4. writhing wrltin I
Final Position !
= WORD REALIZATION |
e bri-d ::
2. clothe S |
3. | lathe eld '
4, loathe i |
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B. SENTENCE READING TASK

Initial Position
NO.
WORD REALIZATION
% there
: e dar
1 a det
3. they dal
4. | though toug
Medial Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1 other Adar
2 leather lefdar
3. | heathen hedan
4 writhing wrltln
Final Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
E] breathe bri:d
5 P cloud
Y lathe leld
4 o loud
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C. PASSAGE READING TASK

Initial Position
"10' — WORD REALIZATION
der
2 that To
%, |1 del
4 though iogg
Medial Position
NG WORD REALIZATION
1. | other odar
2. | leather ledar
3. | heathen hedan
4, writhing wrltin
Final Position
NO. WORD REALIZATION
1. breathe bri:d
2, clothe cloud
3. lathe leld
4. loathe loud
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