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APPENDIX 

 

 

INVICTUS 

 

Out of the night that covers me, 

Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be 

For my unconquerable soul. 

 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 

 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears 

Looms but the Horror of the shade, 

And yet the menace of the years 

Finds and shall find me unafraid. 

 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishments the scroll, 

I am the master of my fate, 

I am the captain of my soul. 
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IM THE RIPPER 

 

I am the Reaper.  

All things with heedful hook  

Silent I gather.  

Pale roses touched with the spring,  

Tall corn in summer,          

Fruits rich with autumn, and frail winter blossoms—  

Reaping, still reaping—  

All things with heedful hook  

Timely I gather.  

  

I am the Sower.        

All the unbodied life  

Runs through my seed-sheet.  

Atom with atom wed,  

Each quickening the other,  

Fall through my hands, ever changing, still changeless.        

Ceaselessly sowing,  

Life, incorruptible life,  

Flows from my seed-sheet.  

  

Maker and breaker,  

I am the ebb and the flood,        

Here and Hereafter,  

Sped through the tangle and coil  

Of infinite nature,  

Viewless and soundless I fashion all being.  

Taker and giver,        

I am the womb and the grave,  

The Now and the Ever 
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MADAM LIFE'S A PIECE IN BLOOM 

 

Madam Life's a piece in bloom 

Death goes dogging everywhere: 

She's the tenant of the room, 

He's the ruffian on the stair. 

 

You shall see her as a friend, 

You shall bilk him once or twice; 

But he'll trap you in the end, 

And he'll stick you for her price. 

 

With his kneebones at your chest, 

And his knuckles in your throat, 

You would reason -- plead -- protest! 

Clutching at her petticoat; 

 

But she's heard it all before, 

Well she knows you've had your fun, 

Gingerly she gains the door, 

And your little job is done. 


