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APPENDICES 

1. Synopsis of Dear Martin 

Novel Dear Martin focuses on the experiences of a 17-year-old teenager, a full 

scholarship recipient at Braselton Prepatory Academy in Atlanta, Georgia. Justyce 

McAllister, his father died when Justyce was 11 years old. His father was an alcoholic and 

died of post-traumatic stress disorder after serving in the military. Justyce lives in the Bras 

Prep hostel at his school, she occasionally goes to visit her mother at home. Since attending 

school at Bras Prep, Justyce has a best friend, Emannuel Manny Rivers, who is usually called 

Manny. Justyce has black skin which makes him confronted with racist behavior by a white 

police officer who judges Justyce as a criminal based solely on his race, skin color and the 

attributes he wears. 

The incident began at night when Justyce was standing on the side of the road and he 

saw his ex-girlfriend, Melo Taylor, drunk and slumped next to his car at Parking FarmFresh. 

Justyce immediately approached Melo and offered to drive him home. Justyce picked Melo 

up and put him in the car. After putting Melo in the car, suddenly the police came and 

grabbed his clothes so roughly and grabbed him by the neck that Justyce's mouth bled. 

Justyce was handcuffed for 3 hours for no apparent reason. the arrival of Melo's parents did 

not result in Justyce being released immediately. After Taylor's mother called a lawyer to talk 

to the police, the police finally removed Justyce's handcuffs. This incident caused Justyce to 

have a mental breakdown because he did not expect to experience something like this in his 

life. 

One day, Manny invited Justyce to go to Blake's birthday party, when he got there, 

there was a conflict between Blake, Jared and Justyce because Blake challenged his friends to 

bring a black girl to the room, after hearing that, Justyce was very angry and Justyce hit 

Blake. The birthday party was even more chaotic because of that incident. The next day 



 

Justyce and Manny drove around town to clear their minds, they had their music really loud. 

As their car stopped at a traffic light, the driver beside their car, Garret Tison gave them an 

annoyed look and told them to turn down the volume. Justyce had turned the volume down 

but Manny ignored it. An argument ensued between Manny and Garret Tison until Garret 

Tison couldn't hold back his anger and shot Manny in the head, Manny was killed and 

Justyce fell into a coma. 

After being hospitalized for several days, Justyce had to testify in court about the 

shooting that killed his best friend. At Garrett Tison's trial, the court found Garrett Tison 

guilty of two misdemeanors, breaking order and discharging a weapon in the street as well as 

aggravated maltreatment. Garett Tison defended himself and said that Justyce and Manny 

were also carrying guns at the time of the incident that resulted in the shootout, but there was 

no evidence to support his assertion. 48 hours after the trial, Garret Tison was found to have 

committed suicide in his cell. Previously, Garrett Tison's lawyer had received news that 

Garrett Tison said that he had received various threats but the warden ignored them to 

transfer him to solitary confinement, because of which he finally decided to commit suicide. 

After Garret Tison died, the Manny shooting case was closed and considered finished 

because the defendant was gone. After that, Justyce continued her life which according to her 

was very hard without her best friend Manny. Justyce continued her education at Yale 

University. 

Source : Adapted from Novel Dear Martin by Nic Stone 2017. 

2. Biography of Nic Stone 

Andrea Nicole Living Stone (Nic Stone), was born and raised in the suburbs of Atlanta, 

Georgia, America on July 10, 1985. The only thing she loves more than adventure is a good 

story about adventure. After earning a Psychology degree from Spellman College, she first 

worked in youth counseling and settled in Israel in 2008 before deciding to return to America. 



 

Nic Stone grew up amidst different cultures, religions and backgrounds and she has always 

strived to incorporate the voices and stories of diversity into her creations. She started writing 

after living in Israel so she didn't really have any style before that, but the experience of 

living in Israel and hearing all the stories he didn't know existed fueled her desire to write. 

Her motivation to write came when she met a young woman in Bethlehem. 

At first it didn't occur to Nic that she could become a writer until she was 23 years old. 

Then, she dropped out of college twice and headed to Israel with forty dollars in her pocket 

and she hoped to find a cure for her eleven years. a year of identity crisis among the ruins of 

the Bible's holiest city. Nic has tried various metaphorical shoes, undergraduate psychology 

major, retail store manager, personal assistant, youth group leader, fitness trainer, model, 

youth mentor, aspiring singer, seminary student and has yet to find one that fits. 

Nic had the same childhood as most aspiring writers, but as he entered his teens, she lost 

the joy of reading. In fifth grade, Nic entered the gifted program and became the only black 

girl in her school's high-achieving microcosm. This was not a big deal until a few years later 

when peer acceptance became the holy grail and she discovered that his African American 

friends were suspicious of her for spending most of her time at school with white children. 

At the time, Nic wasn't really connected to any of the books she had to read and as a result, 

they added to her sense of isolation. While she can appreciate the beauty of the English 

language and the author's way of putting words together, Nic struggles to engage in the actual 

story as she can never seem to identify with the character. She wanted to tell stories that aren't 

being told, featuring diverse characters in non-stereotypical roles that blur the lines between 

"right" and "wrong", that reveal humanity in those who are underrepresented or 

misunderstood. Since the summer at age 23, Nic has reread most of the books she couldn't 

quite relate to as a teenager and he is happy to report that he is quite enjoying them now that 



 

she has found her own shoes. The answer to his identity crisis is simple: she discovers he is a 

storyteller. 

She wrote her first novel for young adults in 2017 called Dear Martin. Nic Stone released 

her first novel entitled Dear Martin, this novel published by Crown Publishing Group is 

known as her first (debut) novel which became a best seller. The novel Dear Martin is based 

on true events involving the shooting to death of several unarmed African American 

teenagers. After being shaken by various responses to the incident and the pro-justice that 

was born as a result. Nic Stone started writing the novel Dear Martin by observing current 

issues through the teachings of Pastor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. According to Nic Stone, as 

a teenager, she didn't see herself reflected in a positive light in the book characters or 

creators, so it took her a while to realize he could exist in outer space. She is passionate about 

being a part of the changing reality that today's youth see themselves reflected in so many 

ways. For Nic Stone, She wants to encourage young people to dream big and aim high. 

Sources :  

Novel Dear Martin by Nic Stone 

http://www.nicstone.info/callmenic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


